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DRAFT - FARMLAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, May 7, 2026
9:00 - 10:30am

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

e Will O’Meara (Chairperson), Jiff Martin, Terry Jones, Jason White, Benjamin Freund, Kaitlyn
Kimball, Robert Chang, Paul Larson

DOAG STAFF PRESENT:

e Jaime Smith, Holly Lalime, Cam Weimar, Glenda Ramirez

PUBLIC PRESENT:

e None
Meeting Called to Order at 9:04 AM by Chairperson Will O’Meara

OLD BUSINESS

Approve March 2026 Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Will O’Meara made a motion to approve the March 2026 meeting minutes. Benjamin Freund seconded
the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Cam Weimar/Jaime Smith):

e Cam Weimar — shared onscreen fiscal year updates for farmland, with 13 closings, 900 acres so
far. Will be up to 15 farms before the end of the fiscal year.

e Jaime Smith — working on the agreement for the Farm Recovery and Support program with NRCS.
LCMA - moved forward with an appeal process to the USDA. Legislative Session - session closed
as of last night. It was another successful year; Farm Bill was passed again this year. There should
be a new position to administer the Land Access Program. Job openings update — conducting
interviews for Cyrena Thibodeau’s replacement who is leaving at the end of May and Hannah

Carty’s replacement who left in April. The Assistant Bureau Director position has been posted.



OLD BUSINESS

Board Vacancies (Will O’Meara) — have been able to connect with folks. There is interest in both positions.
Working on confirming and finalizing those interests so that they can be announced. Work needs to begin to fill

Elizabeth Moore’s position.
Stewardship and Revised Applications for Events, Ag Building and Residences (Cam Weimar) — Cam
shared files on screen to obtain feedback from members regarding applications. Applications that were

reviewed were the following: 1. ATC Form Ag Structures, 2. ATC Form Events and 3. ATC Form Residence.

NEW BUSINESS

Revisiting Subdivision of Easements — good time to think about what solutions there might be for the

subdivision of large farms. To be added to the next meeting agenda and discussed deeper at the next meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

e No public comment

Will O’Meara motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:31 a.m.

*The next meeting is scheduled to occur on September 3, 2026*
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