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FARMLAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, March 5, 2026
9:00 - 10:30am

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

o Will O’Meara (Chairperson), Jiff Martin, Terry Jones, Elisabeth Moore, John Hall, Jason White,
Benjamin Freund, Kaitlyn Kimball

DOAG STAFF PRESENT:

e Jaime Smith, Holly Lalime, Cam Weimar, Glenda Ramirez

PUBLIC PRESENT:
e Carol Flayton, Hannah Abbott, Ella Kennen

Meeting Called to Order at 9:01 AM by Chairperson Will O’Meara

OLD BUSINESS

Approve November 2025 Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Will O’Meara made a motion to approve the November 2025 meeting minutes. Benjamin Freund
seconded the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Cam Weimar/Jaime Smith):

e Cam Weimar — we had 13 PDR closings last year, closing with about 1,000 protected acres. Ten of
those projects were in partnership with NRCS. Stewardship is ongoing.

e Jaime Smith — OAG executed new contracts with attorneys to compensate them fairly for PDR
title work. It includes new attorneys as well. LCMA — waiting from final approval from the USDA.
Goal is to open in a short time frame. Farmers Nutrition Program — requirement for farmers to
attend a meeting. Recipient of 15 million award from DSS for the Rural Health Transformation
Program. Job openings — replacement for Cyrena Thibodeau who is leaving at the end of May, as

well as an Assistant Bureau Director.



OLD BUSINESS

Board Terms, Appointments, and Vacancies (Jaime Smith) — The board has currently two open positions,
one that includes a representative from a financial lending organization. The second vacant position is for a

representative from an organization whose mission includes food security.

Stewardship and Revised Applications for Events, Ag Building and Residences (Cam Weimar) — able to
expand stewardship due to the newly hired stewardship staff since last year. Last year we were successful in
completing onsite visits. Working on resolving issues that were found. Discuss the revised “Application for

Events, Ag Building and Residence” on the next call since it is still being finalized.

NEW BUSINESS

Suggestions for Updating PDR Deed — continue to have item on agenda for further discussion.

Land Access Program Updates — need staffing and resources for program. It is not going to be a standing bill

but there is a round table for discussion with land trusts on March 215

PUBLIC COMMENT

e (Carol Flayton made suggestion for the Department of Agriculture to just not focus on soils; to
expand meeting from 90 to 120 minutes; have a draft of the Application for Events, Ag Buildings
and Residences to be reviewed by the board; and if a member of the public can make a
recommendation for a board member from an organization that focuses on food security. No other

public comments were made.

Will O’Meara motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:29 a.m.

*The next meeting is scheduled to occur on May 7, 2026*
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