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FARMLAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, May 22, 2025
9:00 - 10:30am

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

e  Will O’Meara (Chairperson), Jiff Martin (Chairperson), Terry Jones, Robert Chang, Elisabeth Moore,
John Hall, Jason White, Paul Larson, Benjamin Freund, Robin Chesmer

DOAG STAFF PRESENT:
e Jaime Smith, Holly Lalime, Cam Weimar, Glenda Ramirez, Kayleigh Royston

PUBLIC PRESENT:

e None
Meeting Called to Order at 9:02 AM by Chairperson Will O’Meara

OLD BUSINESS

Approve February 2025 Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Will O’Meara made a motion to approve the February 2025 meeting minutes. Benjamin Freund
seconded the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Cam Weimar):
e Hiring update — all three positions have been filled. New staff is helping with Stewardship which is
increasing resources for farmers. USDA update — eight parcels have been approved for funding.
Working through a bottle neck of closings. Upgraded stewardship technology with Landscape
software to make stewardship easier with accessing files. Also utilizing drones for stewardship

purposes.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Jaime Smith):
o RFP for Real Estate Attorneys — held interviews with firms and are looking to get under contract
with all five firms.
e Federal Funding Updates - LCMA — continuing to move forward with the program. Have yet to
receive approval. Other programs have received funding and are moving forward.

e National Association of State Departments of Agriculture — being held in Mystic in June.



NEW BUSINESS

Seeking Feedback (Cam Weimar) — Older easements deed concerns. Need conservation plans and staff is

limited. Any advice on how to complete this task.

Legislative Session Update (Kayleigh Royston)
e Legislative Session — haven’t passed budgets or bills yet. CIA bill has not been voted on yet. CT
Farm Bill 1497 has an amendment that hasn’t been called yet, has been referred to the Judiciary
Committee. OPAV Bill, has not been voted on yet.

Motion: Elisabeth Moore made a motion to create a committee to review Department of Agriculture easement

deeds. Jiff Moore seconded the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT

e No public comment

Will O’Meara motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:31 a.m.

*The next meeting is scheduled to occur on September 25, 2025*
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