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FARMLAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, February 13, 2025
9:00 - 10:30am

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

e  Will O’Meara (Chairperson), Jiff Martin, Terry Jones, Robert Chang, Elizabeth Moore, John
Hall, Jason White, Benjamin Freund,

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
e Robin Chesmer, Joan Nichols
DOAG STAFF PRESENT:
¢ Holly Lalime, Cam Weimar, Glenda Ramirez, Kayleigh Royston

PUBLIC PRESENT:

e Marcus Yancoskie, Paul Larson, Catherine Wang
Meeting Called to Order at 9:02 AM by Chairperson Will O’Meara

Approve Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Will O’Meara made a motion to approve the November 2024 meeting minutes. Benjamin Freund
seconded the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

PDR’24 and FY’25 Farmland Preservation and Community Farms Program Update (Cam Weimar):
e Program year end closed with 11 parcels; 693 acres protected. Year-End total as of 2024,
50,250 acres protected with 442 parcels.

e Hiring is in progress for Stewardship staff. Offers being made.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Kayleigh Royston):
e Stewardship Staff — offers have been made to the three new stewardship hires. Start dates are
TBD.
e SPRB - they continue to move projects in three to six weeks. We are appreciative of the
turnaround time and the general positivity that we’re receiving from the board.
e RFP for Real Estate Attorneys — began meeting with OAG to review the submissions. Looking

to interview five of the six submissions sometime in March.



e LCMA - there is an interest form for underserved farmers that is open for submission. The
competitive grant guidance is currently in development by DOAG and Advisory Committee.
e Legislative Session — we are pushing right up on the raise bill deadline for the Environment

Committee. The other committees are moving right along.

OLD BUSINESS

HB 5064 — An Act Concerning an Option to Purchase Restricted Agricultural Lands at Agricultural
Value
o This bill takes the OPAV concept and some other tools like Buy Protect Sell (BPS) and creates a
grant program that would allow land trusts, nonprofits, and municipalities to apply for these grants
and hold OPAYV independently of the Department of Agriculture. There was an excellent turnout in
written public testimony given at the hearing in favor of the bill. Next step is to look for how this is

going to be funded.

NEW BUSINESS

Farmland Preservation Funding through NRCS, ACEP-ALE
e DOAG is continuing to work with the USDA in securing parcel contracts for farmland preservation
projects.
e There is funding available from past cooperative agreements that new projects can be substituted
for.

e Looking forward to seeing the next farm bill come to fruition.

PUBLIC COMMENT

e No public comment

Elisabeth Moore made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 a.m., John Hall seconded. Motion carried.

*The next meeting is scheduled to occur on May 22, 2025*
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