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FARMLAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, November 6, 2025
9:00 - 10:30am

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

e Will O’Meara (Chairperson), Jiff Martin, Terry Jones, Robert Chang, Elisabeth Moore, John Hall,
Jason White, Paul Larson, Benjamin Freund, Kaitlyn Kimball

DOAG STAFF PRESENT:

e Jaime Smith, Holly Lalime, Cam Weimar, Glenda Ramirez, Cyrena Thibodeau

PUBLIC PRESENT:
e Gail Chernosky, Carol Flayton, Rebecca Ridgway, Ella Kennen

Meeting Called to Order at 9:03 AM by Chairperson Will O’Meara

OLD BUSINESS

Approve October 2025 Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Jason White made a motion to approve the October 2025 meeting minutes with one correction made to
the motion to adjourn. John Hall seconded the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Cam Weimar/Jaime Smith/Cyrena Thibodeau):

e Cam Weimar — we have about three more closings coming up before the end of the year,
stewardship is ongoing, working on revamping the Application to Construct, met with project
partners to coordinate on working jointly with farmers on stewardship.

e Jaime Smith — agency is sending out a postcard to all landowners to give them a reminder about
the agency and the stewardship process, trying to work better with farmers on communication after
closing by creating a packet and letting them know about stewardship, Ag Transition Grant is
currently open and encouraging folks to apply. Application closes on January 4th. Ag Enhancement
Grant will open in December with an application close date of February. Farm Recovery Block
Grant is at a standstill due to the government shutdown, but conversations are still on going.

e Cyrena Thibodeau — Land Capital Market Access is still on hold due to government shutdown but

still allowing some sort of assistance to farmers. Working on expanding CT Farmlink with UCONN



Extension to provide more assistance to farmers. Clean up of the website is currently being worked

on. Link to CT Farmlink:

OLD BUSINESS

New Board Appointments (Will O°’Meara) — Robin Chesmer has left the board. Term ended and not renewed.
New member has joined the board, Kaitlyn Kimball (owner of Sunset Farm and Director of City Seed). Link to

Farmland Advisory Board Website

Meeting Dates for 2026 (Will O’Meara) — Discussed dates for 2026. Motion to approve meeting dates:
February 5, May 7, September 3 and November 5 of 2026. Jason White motioned, Paul Larson seconded. All

voted in favor, motioned carried.

History of the PDR Deed (Cam Weimar) — there was interest in going through the deeds that started way back
in 1979 at the last meeting. Went through the files and created a slide which was presented in the meeting. At
the beginning of the program, the deeds were very basic. In 1981, Public Act was passed and new language had
to be added to deeds with the consideration of not impacting more than 5% of prime farmland. Between 1982
and 1984, more Acts were passed that prohibited division or subdivision by sale, land trusts were eligible to
apply as landowners and the Act authorized agency to partner with municipalities to co-hold deeds. As of 1988,
landowners were able to lease property for up to 25 years, provided the ability to restrict residences, in addition
to acquiring development rights. 1996 U.S. Farm Bill established the FRPP Program. Agreements required
Federal language in deeds, including residential building envelopes and Conservation Plans to NRCS Standards.
2002 Farm Bill program requirement permitted agency to partner with land trusts to co-hold deeds. 2010 U.S.
Farm Bill required agricultural building envelopes. 2018 Farm Bill incorporated renewable energy sources and

added agritourism activities into deed.

NEW BUSINESS

New Agritourism Definition (Will O’Meara/DoAg) — Public act language of Agritourism discussed by Jaime
Smith. Any agriculture-related educational, entertainment, historical, cultural or recreational activity, including,
but not limited to, you-pick operations, corn mazes, hayrides or farm markets that are conducted on a farm
which allows or invites members of the public to observe or participate in such activity. Liability immunity is
significant. Work on defining uses of agritourism and incoming approvals and decisions regarding PDRs. Link

to Agritourism Definition Document:
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https://ctfarmlink.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/doag/boards/boards/farmland-preservation-advisory-board?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/doag/boards/boards/farmland-preservation-advisory-board?language=en_US
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.cga.ct.gov/2025/rpt/pdf/2025-R-0104.pdf
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.cga.ct.gov/2025/rpt/pdf/2025-R-0104.pdf

PUBLIC COMMENT
e Gail Chernosky:

e Made a comment on PDR process and how it could be made public including the review of
construction on already preserved farms.
e Made comments on a Freedom of Information request for a list of preserved farm parcels.
e (Carol Flayton
e  Made a comment about the meeting chat and how to access the chat after a meeting has ended.
o  Asked if the current PDR easement template is a public document.
e  Asked if an owner could add more restrictions than what is in the PDR easement template

e  Made a comment about DOAG’s relationship with attorneys

Paul Larson made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Jiff Martin seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 10:38

a.m.

*The next meeting is scheduled to occur on February 5, 2026*
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