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DRAFT - FARMLAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, October 7, 2025
9:00 - 10:30am

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

e  Will O’Meara (Chairperson), Jiff Martin (Chairperson), Terry Jones, Robert Chang, Elisabeth Moore,
John Hall, Jason White, Paul Larson, Benjamin Freund, Robin Chesmer

DOAG STAFF PRESENT:

e Jaime Smith, Holly Lalime, Cam Weimar, Glenda Ramirez

PUBLIC PRESENT:
e  Gail Chernosky, Carol Flayton, Hannah Abbott (Connecticut Farmland Trust)

Meeting Called to Order at 9:02 AM by Chairperson Will O’Meara

OLD BUSINESS

Approve May 2025 Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Will O’Meara made a motion to approve the May 2025 meeting minutes. Benjamin Freund seconded
the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Cam Weimar):

e Hiring update — all three positions have been filled. New staff are helping with PDR stewardship
monitoring. USDA update — eleven applications have been submitted for FY 2026 funds. Had some
closings during the summer for a total of 10 PDR farms closed for the calendar year. Conservation
plans — working with Council of Soil and Water Conservation District, reaching out to soil

conservationists and working on developing an MOU.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Jaime Smith):
o RFP for Real Estate Attorneys — working with OAG on contracts for five firms that submitted bids.
e Federal Funding Updates - LCMA program continues to reimburse for the work with program

partners.



NEW BUSINESS

Farmland Access Program Brainstorm — staff and funds are going to be necessary to run the program, need
to create some sort of program structure to present to Bond Commission, create grant program to allow for

implementation of an Option to Purchase at Agricultural Value program and other tools.

Presentation of Department of Agriculture Easement Deed — reviewed the current DOAG/NRCS deed

sections to summarize what is included to see what questions and/or comments folks might have.

PUBLIC COMMENT

e Gail Chernosky: When Dept of Ag makes their decision to approve or not approve a preserved
farmland request, the decision is made without a public hearing and with no chance for the public to
see and hear the deliberations.. There have been some surprising decisions. Public trust in the
process would be improved with a bit more transparency around these applications.

e Carol Flayton: Unfortunately I am not able to stay on for the public comment. I have three
questions, that perhaps could be addressed and I could watch the replay of the mtg for the answers?
1) regarding the new law firms you will be able to work with: do any of those firms possess
expertise is enforcement as that is a different expertise and type of law than acquisition and contract
law?

2) how will these new lawyers/law firms work with your DoAG staff attorney?

3) I always watch these meetings through the recording posted on the website. Can you please let me
know where the agenda and meeting info is posted so that (like today) the public can watch the
sessions live and provide public comment? I cannot find where the meeting info is provided on the
DoAG site, but it must be there somewhere.

A link to join each FPAB meeting can be found at the top of the posted agenda.

Will O’Meara made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:32 a.m.

*The next meeting is scheduled to occur on November 6, 2025*
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