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DRAFT - FARMLAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, November 21, 2024
9:00 - 10:30am

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

e Will O’Meara (Chairperson), Jiff Martin, Robin Chesmer, Terry Jones, Robert Chang, Joan
Nichols, Elizabeth Moore

DOAG STAFF PRESENT:
e Holly Lalime, Cam Weimar, Glenda Ramirez, Kayleigh Royston

PUBLIC PRESENT:

e Lana Melonakos-Harrison (Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments)

Meeting Called to Order at 9:08 AM by Chairperson Will O’Meara

Approve Meeting Minutes:

Motion: Will O’Meara made a motion to approve the September 2024 meeting minutes. Robin Chesmer
seconded the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.

2025 Meeting Dates:

Agreed to meet on a quarterly basis. Meetings dates have been scheduled as follows: February 13, May 22,

September 25 and November 6. Meetings will take place from 9:00-10:30am.

PDR’24 and FY’25 Farmland Preservation and Community Farms Program Update (Cam Weimar):

e Preparing PDRs for closing before the end of the year.
e  Working on submitting 5 to 6 farms for USDA ALE funding before the December 20" deadline

e Hiring has been approved for Stewardship staff. Three active postings. 1 Property Agent Career
Trainee. 2 Property Agent 1 positions.

Department of Agriculture Updates (Kayleigh Royston):

e Land Capital Market Access Advisory Committee — working on releasing guidance in the next
week. Information will be posted on the website as it becomes available.

e Agreements with Farm Link are being drafted and looking to have them executed soon.



o The RFP for Real Estate Attorneys has closed and OAG is working to assemble a review
committee.

e USDA ALE - the second batch date is December 20, 2024.

e Development values - currently working through some statutory changes on the $20,000 per
acre cap. We are proposing to change again.

e DEI Working Group Annual Connect was held. The recording and presentation will be
available on the website.

e The 50,000-acre celebration was held at the Jones Family Farm. We had a great turn out from

all who support the program.

OLD BUSINESS

PDR Appraisal Reports
e Issue keeps coming up with farmers not being able to see appraisals for their farms. In other states,
it is due diligence that farmers have access to appraisals so that they can make decisions. One
example is in the state of Vermont applicants are required to contribute to the cost of an appraisal

so that they have access to it.

NEW BUSINESS

Stewardship
e There are at least two very high-profile stewardship issues, both with very large second homes
being built. This is a big issue as far as public trust in the farmland program and the confidence of
farmers selling the development rights of their land and the protections that are being put into it.
We need to come up with a way to strengthen properties that are vulnerable and how to address

them. We need to get in front of this issue for the future.

PUBLIC COMMENT

e No public comment

Will O’Meara motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:34 a.m.

*The next meeting is scheduled to occur on February 13, 2025*
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