Department of Transportation
State Project No. 0155-0176
Intersection Improvements at Bishop’s Corner
Route 44, Route 218, and North Main Street
Town of West Hartford 

Public Informational Meeting
October 22, 2024 – 7:00 p.m.
15 Starkel Road (Bishop’s Corner Senior Center)


Representatives Present:

CTDOT – Highway Design
Michael N. Calabrese – Division Chief – michael.calabrese@ct.gov – (860) 594-2075
Scott Bushee – Principal Engineer - scott.bushee@ct.gov – (860) 594-2079
Andrew T. Esposito – Project Engineer – Andrew.Esposito@ct.gov – (860) 594-3337
Nicholas S. Willey – Design Engineer – Nicholas.Willey@ct.gov – (860) 594-3412
Joseph D. Arsenault – Project Manager – joseph.d.arsenault@ct.gov – (860) 594-3471
Joseph A. Paduano – Design Engineer – joseph.paduano@ct.gov – (860) 594-3409
Jared W. Hendrickson – Project Engineer – jared.hendrickson@ct.gov – (860) 594-3486

CTDOT – Rights of Way 
Matthew P. Geanacopoulos – Property Agent – matthew.geanacopoulos@ct.gov – (860) 594-2459

CTDOT – Traffic Design
Colin R. Baummer – Project Manager – colin.baummer@ct.gov – (860) 594-2733
Oddler Fils – Project Engineer – oddler.fils@ct.gov – (860) 594-2771
Jinhao He – Design Engineer – jinhao.he@ct.gov – (860) 594-3457

CTDOT – Landscape Design 
Matthew F. Verry – Project Engineer – matthew.verry@ct.gov – (860) 594-3349

Presentation & Open House:

At 6:30 P.M. CTDOT representatives were available to answer questions about the project during an open house prior to the presentation. Two stations were setup displaying the proposed design, another station was setup to answer traffic design related questions, and the last station was setup to answer right of way and landscape related questions. 
At 7:00 P.M. Mr. Arsenault called the presentation to order. There were approximately 45 attendees at the meeting. The presentation was livestreamed and recorded to the “West Hartford Community Interactive” YouTube page. Mr. Esposito opened the presentation by introducing himself and the representatives from the CTDOT. He then explained the Title VI Civil Rights Act and encouraged attendees to take an optional survey that is available on the project website.
Mr. Esposito then provided background information about the existing pedestrian safety concerns and explained site features that constrict the proposed design. Mr. Esposito explained how the existing lane and crosswalk configurations at the intersection create multi-step pedestrian crossing paths that include unsignalized crossings at the channelized right turn lanes. Mr. Esposito went over the proposed design that was presented at the first public information meeting held in July of 2023 and explained how the design was well received overall but public comments about the lack of bicycle facilities were received. Mr. Esposito next explained how a road diet cannot be considered at this intersection due to heavy traffic volumes. Without extra space from a lane reduction, Mr. Esposito explained that the available off-street width would have to be used to fit pedestrian and bike facilities.
Mr. Willey then presented the proposed design for the project. He explained that the existing sidewalk will be converted into an 8-foot side path (4 feet will be delineated for bicyclists and 4 feet will be delineated for pedestrians). There will also be a 2-foot buffer between the side path and the roadway. Mr. Willey also explained the proposed lane configuration at the intersection and discussed removing the pedestrian refuge islands to shorten and simplify the pedestrian crossings. Mr. Willey then explained how the proposed project limits tie into existing bike facilities, and walked through how a bicyclist would enter and exit the proposed side path on each leg of the intersection. Mr. Willey noted that the side path will be kept clear of all site objects (including trees, lamp posts, signs, and utility poles).
Mr. Geanacopoulos then talked about the CTDOT rights of way acquisition process. To end the presentation, Mr. Esposito presented the schedule and the estimated construction cost, then summarized the proposed improvements discussed throughout the presentation. After the presentation Mr. Esposito directed everyone back to the stations for Q & A.
Public Comments:
· Several attendees made comments about the limits of the proposed side path. 
· For the north leg of the intersection (Route 218) several citizens asked about extending the side paths to the intersection of Starkel Rd and Route 218. Another citizen asked about re-striping the shoulders on Route 218 into bike lanes.
· For the south leg of the intersection (North Main St) several citizens would like to see the side paths extend to Haynes Rd to connect into the existing bike lanes. Some of these citizens also dislike the existing sharrows on North Main St.
· For the east leg of the intersection, a citizen raised the concern that a bicyclist approaching the proposed side path from Sky View Dr would have no viable access onto the side path bike lane that goes westbound, as it is on the other side of Route 44. One potential solution would be widening the segment of side path that runs from Starkel Rd to Sky View Dr on the south side of Route 44 so it could accommodate bi-direction bike traffic. Some citizens would also like the side paths to extend to Trout Brook Dr on Route 44.
· For the west leg of the intersection, some citizens suggested extending the side paths to extend further west, noting that people walk on Route 44 between Huntington Dr and Bishop’s Corner.
· Citizens made comments about adding midblock crossings on North Main St and Route 218.
· Some citizens brought up concerns about the intersection of Route 44, Flagg Rd and Sims Rd. 
· West of this intersection there is a large crest curve, which limits sight distance for motorist attempting to turn right onto Route 44.
· Citizens noted that vehicles are prone to hitting the median when making left turns onto Route 44 from Flagg.
· Citizens also mentioned that the intersection of Flagg and Sims is confusing and hard to navigate. 
· Several citizens brought up concerns with the number of driveways throughout the project. Citizens were also concerned about the driveways on North Main St that directly oppose each other. Other citizens were concerned about the Big Y driveway on Route 218 as it causes congestion and other conflicts.
· Some citizens raised concerns about the idea of pedestrians having to cross the bike lanes at the corners of the intersection.
· Citizens noted that they were happy to see that the pedestrian refuge islands and channelized right turn lanes are being removed. Some citizens asked about removing the pedestrian refuge islands in the short term before construction starts. 
· Some citizens were curious if there are other areas in the state where similar side paths have been implemented.
· A comment was submitted concerning the use of a side path and designating it half for pedestrians and half for bicycles. They believed this designation for bicycles was an inappropriate use of a bike lane that should be on the roadway and not installed directly next to an area for pedestrians.  
· Several attendees believed there were too many signs within the project limits that were not needed and added to the confusion. 
· One attendee asked why maintaining the existing parking was a priority; stating that parked cars add to the confusion and impede options for pedestrian improvements.  

Conclusion:
The CTDOT representatives encouraged the attendees to submit comments through phone, email or by mailing in the comment form in the handout. For more information about the project, Mr. Esposito directed the attendees to the handout, which had a link to the project website. It was explained that the comment period would run for two weeks, until November 5, 2024. Overall, the meeting was well received by the attendees and finished at approximately 8:30 P.M.

