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Pursuant to Public Act No. 25-55 (Act), which was signed by Governor Ned Lamont on 

June 10, 2025, the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles (Commissioner) is required to 

establish and publish a schedule of rates and charges for the provision of nonconsensual 

private-property trespass towing and the storage of motor vehicles. The Act requires such 

schedule to include, but is not be limited to, the following: (1) flat rates for towing services 

provided to light-duty, medium-duty, and heavy-duty motor vehicles, (2) a fee for 

additional labor, (3) a drop fee, (4) a mileage fee, (5) storage rates, and (6) an after-

hours redemption fee.  The schedule, in accordance with the Act, will become effective 

on January 1, 2026.   

In establishing the above-referenced schedule, the Act requires the Commissioner to 

consider factors, including, but not limited to, the most recent transportation producer 

price index published by the United States Department of Transportation (PPI), the rates 

set by other jurisdictions and the cost of fuel, wreckers, motor vehicle parts, equipment, 

personnel, workers' compensation insurance, unemployment compensation and 

insurance premiums.  

The Act also notes that the uniform rates and charges for the nonconsensual towing or 

transporting and storage of motor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 

less than ten thousand pounds established and published by the Commissioner, pursuant 

to section 14-66 of the Connecticut General Statutes, will continue to be effective on and 

after October 1, 2025, until December 31, 2025, inclusive, and no wrecker service may 

charge more than such published rates and charges during this period. 

Pursuant to Section 7 of the Act, the Department of Motor Vehicles (Department) 

recommends the following maximum rates and charges be allowable per Connecticut 

General Statute (CGS) §14-66(a)(1) for nonconsensual private-property trespass tows, 

as defined by the Act, on or after January 1, 2026.  

 

LIGHT-DUTY TOWS 

In considering light-duty tow rates, it should be noted that the majority of private- property 

nonconsensual tows involve vehicles with a GVWR of less than 10,000 lbs., and 

therefore, almost exclusively involve vehicles that are privately owned.  Because these 

vehicles are privately owned, light-duty tow rates for nonconsensual private- property 

tows have the greatest impact on the largest segment and the widest cross-section of the 

public.   Additionally, these tow costs are not covered by insurance, as they would be, 

had the vehicle been involved in a crash, but rather are borne by the individual, who in 

many cases, may not be in a position to absorb the cost. 
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TOW CHARGE: For light-duty nonconsensual trespass tows, the Department proposes 

the maximum flat rate be increased by 4.5% over each of the next three years while 

basing such increase on the current maximum light-duty tow rate. The three-year time 

period was selected because it comports with the legislature’s requirement for rate-setting 

hearings provided in subsection (f) of Section 7 of the Act.   

In the past, a system of rate increases remained constant from its inception until the next 

rate-setting hearing (via petition) was used in setting light-duty towing rates.  However, 

with the passage of the Act, the legislature created a bifurcated rate structure which 

distinguishes between nonconsensual private-property trespass tows and nonconsensual 

police-ordered tows.  Given the fact that the cost of most, if not all, light-duty 

nonconsensual trespass tows is borne by the vehicle owner, the Department believes a 

graduated rate structure with an annual percentage increase more closely reflects the 

calculations of the cost of living, the PPI, the Consumer Price Index (CPI), inflation and 

other metrics, along with the method in which wage increases are generally calculated, 

and therefore, should be implemented, as this more closely reflects the economic realities 

of  both wrecker services and the consumer. 

Using the proposed 4.5% per year increase and the current $125.00 maximum allowable 

tow rate for light-duty tows, the Department proposes a maximum allowable light-duty 

nonconsensual tow fee of $130.63 for the first year (effective January 1, 2026), $136.51 

for the second year (effective January 1, 2027) and $142.65 for the final year (effective 

January 1, 2028) of the rate schedule.  The Department further recommends the services 

defined in subsections 2(A), (B), (C), (D), (E), (F), and (G) of section 14-63-36b of the 

Rules of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) continue to be included in the flat tow rate. 

(See Exhibit A attached.)  

This method of calculation of the light-duty tow rate takes into account the 59 cent per 

hour increase in the hourly minimum wage that will take effect on January 1, 2026, which 

is statutorily tied to the federal employment cost index. (See Exhibit B attached.) While 

this increase in the hourly minimum wage will have an impact on the employer’s cost of 

labor, this increase will easily be absorbed by the increase in the tow rate. 

In addition, the increase considers the Producer Price Index (PPI) for Transportation 

Services for the Truck Transportation of Freight, which has remained relatively flat for the 

period between 2023 and 2025, after decreasing from a 2022 spike.  (See Exhibit C 

attached.) 

The Department’s proposal also takes into consideration the CPI, which is a measure that 

examines the average change over time in the prices paid by consumers for goods and 

services. It reflects the cost of living and inflation by tracking how much the prices for 
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common consumer items rise or fall. (See Exhibit D attached.) 

While the PPI and the CPI are both key measures of inflation, they capture price changes 

at different stages of the economic process. The PPI measures the average change over 

time in the selling prices that domestic producers receive for their goods and services.  

This is a reflection of costs at the wholesale or production level. In contrast, the CPI 

measures the average change in prices paid by consumers for goods and services, 

capturing price changes at the retail level.  

Because PPI tracks price movements earlier in the supply chain, it can sometimes signal 

future trends in consumer inflation measured by CPI. The CPI is generally considered 

more directly relevant to consumers since it reflects the cost of living and purchasing 

power, while PPI is more useful for understanding business costs and inflationary 

pressures in production. 

Since the cost of nonconsensual private-property trespass tows is primarily borne by the 

consumer, and given that the Department, as a regulatory agency, bears a responsibility 

to protect the consumer from the cost of predatory towing, it is the Department’s belief 

that the CPI must be considered in addition to the PPI to arrive at a rate schedule that 

fairly represents the interests of all involved.  

An additional factor to be considered is the cost of workers’ compensation insurance. It 

should be noted that Connecticut is a National Council on Compensation Insurance 

(NCCI) state, meaning the Connecticut Insurance Department has designated NCCI as 

the license rating and statistical organization, and Plan Administrator for the state.  NCCI 

proposed an average reduction of 9.8% to the current voluntary loss cost rate level and 

an average decrease of 10.5% to the assigned risk rate level for Connecticut effective 

January 1, 2024. NCCI also proposed a 6.1% cost decrease in the voluntary loss market 

and a 6.2% decrease in the assigned risk market effective January 1, 2025.  Voluntary 

loss costs reflect the cost of workers’ compensation insurance for employers who 

purchase insurance on the open market while employers who are unable to secure 

coverage in the voluntary market can apply for coverage in the assigned risk market.  

(See Exhibit E attached.) 

ADDITIONAL LABOR FEE: At the present time, wrecker services bill for additional labor 

for services not included in the tow charge which they claim are reasonable and 

necessary for the nonconsensual towing or transporting of a motor vehicle. Labor charges 

are currently billed in 15-minute increments. These additional fees must be itemized in 

accordance with the hourly charge for labor posted by the wrecker service and are known 

to have been billed at hourly rates as high as $325.00 per hour. (See Exhibit F attached.) 
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The Department proposes an additional labor fee of $50.00 per hour, to be billed in 15-

minute increments of $12.50, for light-duty private-property trespass tows.  This proposed 

hourly labor rate is well above the $16.94 per hour minimum wage rate, which becomes 

effective January 1, 2026. Additionally, the prohibition on charging an additional labor fee 

for an “extra person” where the nonconsensual towing or transporting results from the 

unauthorized presence of a vehicle on private property, as detailed in section 14-63-

36b(2)(A)(10) of the RCSA should be maintained. (See Exhibit A attached.) 

DROP FEE: The Department also proposes a $50.00 drop fee, as defined by section 7 

of the Act.   This amount was selected because it mirrors the maximum fee allowable for 

the removal of a wheel-locking device, which was specified in CGS §14-145, subsection 

(b), subdivision (1), which was repealed by the Act.  The proposed Drop Fee mirrors the 

proposed hourly labor rate proposed above. 

FUEL SURCHARGE: The Department proposes the existing fuel surcharge be abolished 

for the following reasons. First, the fuel surcharge was implemented in August 2022 when 

the average cost of diesel fuel was $6.30 per gallon.  As a result, a one-time fuel 

surcharge of $5.60 per light-duty tow was authorized by the Commissioner.  There was 

no surcharge authorized for medium-duty or heavy-duty tows. (See Exhibit G attached.)  

However, by November 3, 2022, the cost of diesel fuel dropped to an average of $5.057 

per gallon.  When an increase to the fuel surcharge was requested by the towing industry, 

it was denied based on the previously noted drop in the price of diesel. Nevertheless, the 

surcharge was not eliminated or reduced, in effect, raising the flat rate for a light-duty tow 

from $125.00 to $130.56 per tow as the unreduced surcharge is always included in the 

cost of each tow. (See Exhibit G attached.)  

Second, the cost of diesel fuel has continued to drop from the 2022 prices referenced 

above to the current price levels which have remained stable at slightly under $4.00 per 

gallon for the New England region for the period from January 6, 2025, through 

September 22, 2025. (See Exhibit G attached.) 

Based on the foregoing, and in view of the legislature’s new bifurcated towing rate 

structure, the fuel surcharge should be eliminated from light-duty tows, and not 

implemented for medium and heavy-duty tows. 

MILEAGE FEE:  The Act requires the first two miles of a light-duty tow be included in the 

base tow rate, as was the case with the previous rate structure.  However, the Act now 

caps the number of miles for which a wrecker service can bill to thirteen (13) miles after 

the first two (2) included miles. 
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The Department proposes a mileage charge of $6.65 per mile, thereby capping the total 

a wrecker service may charge for mileage for a light-duty private property tow at $86.45. 

STORAGE RATES: Presently, storage rates are based on the length of the vehicle being 

stored multiplied by the number of days the vehicle is being stored.  RCSA §14-63-36 

governs the computation of storage charges, and the Department recommends the 

provisions of that regulation continue to be used to determine storage charges. It should 

be noted that storage does not require additional labor or equipment on the part of the 

wrecker service, however, it increases the total cost of the tow while having a minimal 

impact on the wrecker service.   

It should also be noted that most of the vehicles involved in private-property 

nonconsensual trespass tows are passenger vehicles and not commercial vehicles.  As 

a result, any increase in storage charges for vehicles under 20 feet in length may have 

the greatest impact on a segment of the population that can least afford to absorb the 

increase because once again, these costs are not covered by automobile insurance 

because the vehicle was not involved in a crash. 

Additionally, it is the compounding of these storage fees that often make it difficult, if not 

impossible, for the owner of the towed vehicle to retrieve the vehicle from the wrecker 

service which then disposes of the vehicle.  Therefore, the Department proposes no 

change to the current storage rates for vehicles under 20 feet in length as shown below.  

 

LENGTH INSIDE OUTSIDE 
FENCED, LIGHTED& 

PROTECTED 

OUTSIDE 

 1 TO 5 
DAYS 

MORE 
THAN 5 
DAYS 

1 TO 5 
DAYS 

MORE 
THAN 5 
DAYS 

1 TO 5 
DAYS 

MORE 
THAN 5 
DAYS 

UNDER 20’ $30.00 $37.00 $26.00 $31.00 $23.00 $25.00 

 

 

AFTER-HOURS REDEMPTION FEE: Currently, RCSA §14-63-37a(b) permits a wrecker 

service to charge an after-hours release fee in an amount filed with and approved by the 

Commissioner for the release of a vehicle after the wrecker service’s hours of operation 

as defined by RCSA §14-63-35(b). However, in the event a wrecker service is open after 

its normal hours of operation and has a regularly-scheduled employee on the premises 

with authority to release a motor vehicle, no after hour release fee may be charged.  
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Here again, because the entire cost of this tow is borne by the vehicle owner who may not 

be in a position to absorb the cost out of pocket, it is the Department’s position that 

consumer protection must be considered and balanced against the cost to the wrecker 

service.  Therefore, the Department proposes an After-Hours Release Fee of $50.00 be 

established for light-duty trespass tows as this mirrors the hourly labor rate proposed for 

light-duty trespass tows, and the time needed to release a vehicle to its owner may be 

minimal. 

NEIGHBORING STATES: Of the states bordering Connecticut, only Massachusetts and 

Rhode Island regulate towing charges on a statewide basis.  It should be noted that most 

states do not appear to differentiate between types of tows, i.e., nonconsensual private-

property tows as distinguished from all other nonconsensual tows. 

Based on its research, the Department discovered that New York has no law or state 

agency regulations setting state-wide towing rates, and municipalities may set their own 

rates.  Furthermore, wrecker services in New York can set their own rates unless a 

municipality has set rates which the wrecker service must then follow.  New York City 

allows $185.00 for light-duty tows, while the New York State Police base rates are 

$125.00 for daytime and $150.00 for nighttime tows. 

Additionally, the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities Control sets the maximum 

allowable rates for light-duty tows. However, it should be noted that the type of tow (light-

duty or heavy-duty) is determined by the vehicle’s license plate classification code, thus 

a pickup truck with a GVWR of less than 10,000 lbs. bearing a commercial license plate 

would be classified as a heavy-duty tow even though its GVWR is less than 10,000 lbs., 

resulting in a charge that would be more than the maximum light-duty tow rate. 

The maximum light-duty tow rate in Massachusetts is $132.00.  This includes one-hour 

of service/waiting time, and five miles of towing.  After five miles, the mileage charge is 

$4.40 per mile. The additional labor rate is $45.00 per hour.  (See Exhibit H attached.) 

Both these rates are less than the rates for mileage and additional labor proposed by the 

Department.  

Storage in Massachusetts is charged in 24-hour increments and is $35.00 per day.  It 

does not appear that a distinction is made as to whether the storage is indoors or 

outdoors, secured, or unsecured, nor is there any gradation in fees based on the time the 

vehicle is in storage as there is in Connecticut. (See Exhibit H attached.) 

The Department also found that the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers 
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regulates the towing industry because wrecker services are classified as Common 

Carriers, and it does not distinguish private-property nonconsensual tows from other 

nonconsensual tows. 

Unlike Connecticut, Rhode Island classifies a light-duty tow as the towing of a vehicle with 

a GVWR of less than 8,000 lbs.  The tow charge for a light-duty tow is a flat fee of $125.00 

per tow which includes all incidental charges, all on-hook mileage, the first hour of site 

work and the first 24-hours of storage at the company’s storage lot. A $25.00 fee may be 

added to the base fee for the trespass towing of a motorcycle. (See Exhibit I attached.) 

In Rhode Island, wrecker services are required to charge a $60.00 drop fee if the vehicle 

owner or person in control of the vehicle arrives on scene and agrees to remove the 

vehicle from the property once the vehicle is connected to the wrecker but has not yet 

been removed from the property. 

As Rhode Island’s private-property trespass tow fee includes “all incidental charges”, 

there does not appear to be an allowable fee for additional charges, and because the 

after-hours release of vehicles is limited to vehicles subject to police tows, there does not 

appear to be a provision for the after-hours release of vehicles that are the subject of a 

trespass tow. 

The remainder of the New England states - Maine, Vermont, and New Hampshire - do 

not regulate the towing industry on a state-wide basis.  Rates are set by the wrecker 

services. 

In January 2024, the Vermont Attorney General’s office released its report on towing in 

the state pursuant to 2023 Act 41.  This report recommended a maximum tow fee of 

$125.00 for passenger car tows within 5 miles of service and an unspecified hourly rate 

for longer and after-hour tows. A $25.00 drop fee and a maximum $25.00 per day 

maximum storage fee were also recommended.  (See Exhibit J attached.) 

In the Vermont legislature, H-268 was proposed in the 2025/2026 session. A section of 

this bill established rates for the nonconsensual towing of motor vehicles from private 

property. This bill proposed maximum rates of $130.00 per tow or $4.50 per towed mile. 

It included a $30.00 drop fee and a $35.00 per day storage fee.  However, it does not 

appear the bill was enacted. Thus, at this time, it does not appear Vermont regulates the 

nonconsensual towing of motor vehicles on a state-wide basis. (See Exhibit J attached.) 
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MEDIUM-DUTY TOWS 

 

Vehicles with a GVWR of 10,000 lbs.to 26,000 lbs. are classified as commercial vehicles.  

As previously indicated, light-duty tows comprise the majority of private-property trespass 

tows with commercial vehicles only representing a small number of these tows.  This 

conclusion was reached after a review of hundreds of cases in which wrecker services 

were seeking authorization to sell unclaimed towed vehicles in an effort to recover their 

costs. It should also be noted that, unlike the previously detailed light-duty tows, 

commercial vehicles are normally owned by a business which may be in a better position 

to absorb the cost of a trespass tow.   

While a number of commercial vehicles may be towed by police departments due to 

abandonment, under the Act, these tows would be considered police initiated and 

therefore do not appear to be covered by the rate structure contemplated under this 

section of the Act. 

Additionally, while the rate structure contemplated by the Act appears to follow a structure 

used in the state of Maryland, two factors must be considered.  First, the model used in 

the Act only appears to focus on the Maryland State Police (MSP) structure which is only 

applicable to MSP initiated tows and does not apply to private-property tows initiated by 

non-governmental entities. Other governmental entities in the state may have their own 

rate structures for nonconsensual police tows. Second, private-property trespass tows 

are not regulated in Maryland. 

Because of the limited number of tows contemplated, coupled with the fact that most 

commercial vehicles are not privately owned, the financial impact of medium-duty and 

heavy-duty tows would involve a smaller segment and cross-section of the public. 

TOW CHARGE: For medium-duty tows, the maximum charge the Department proposes 

is a flat rate of $200.00 per tow.  The services defined in RCSA §14-63-36b, subsections 

2(A), (B), (C), (D), (E), (F), and (G) should continue to be included in the flat rate. (See 

Exhibit A attached.) 

In addition to the previously discussed increases in the hourly minimum wage, and the 

PPI, the CPI, and workers’ compensation insurance inputs, this increase also addresses, 

in part, the increased cost of a medium-duty wrecker which will be used in both private- 

property trespass tows and police-initiated tows, thereby defraying the purchase and 

maintenance costs. 

ADDITIONAL LABOR FEE: The Department proposes an additional labor fee of $100.00 

per hour, billed in 15-minute increments, for medium-duty tows. The current prohibition of 

an additional labor fee for an “extra person” where the nonconsensual towing or 
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transporting results from the unauthorized presence of a vehicle on private property per  

RCSA §14-63-36b(2)(A)(10) should be maintained.   

DROP FEE: The Department also proposes a drop fee, as defined by Section 7 of the 

Act, of $100.00 for medium-duty tows. The increase in this fee (from that of a light-duty 

tow) reflects the fact that the purchase and maintenance cost of a larger wrecker may be 

greater than that for the equipment required for a light-duty tow. Once again, this mirrors 

the increased labor fee and takes into consideration the increased operating costs of a 

larger wrecker. 

MILEAGE FEE: The Department proposes a mileage charge of $8.65 per mile, thereby 

capping the total a wrecker service may charge for mileage for a medium-duty private 

property tow at $112.45 

Again, this increase (from a light-duty tow) takes into account the increased purchase and 

maintenance cost of a larger wrecker.  It also takes into account the increased fuel cost 

associated with a larger vehicle and the fact that historically fuel surcharges were only 

applicable to light-duty wreckers. 

STORAGE RATES: While storage rates for light-duty tows were addressed previously 

because they impact the greatest number of trespass tows, the storage rates for medium 

and heavy-duty tows will be addressed later in this testimony. 

AFTER-HOURS REDEMPTION FEE: The Department proposes an after-hours 

redemption fee of $100.00.  As with the proposed light-duty after-hours redemption fee, 

the proposed medium-duty fee mirrors the proposed hourly labor fee for medium-duty 

tows.  It also reflects the higher operating cost associated with a larger wrecker. 

 

HEAVY-DUTY TOWS 

TOW CHARGE: The Act defines a heavy-duty tow as the towing of a vehicle with a GVWR 

of more than 26,000 lbs. For heavy-duty tows, the maximum charge the Department 

proposes is a flat rate of $350.00 per tow.  The services defined in RCSA §14-63-36b, 

subsections 2(A), (B), (C), (D), (E), (F), and (G) should continue to be included in the flat 

rate.  (See exhibit A attached.) 

In addition to the previously discussed increases in the hourly minimum wage, and the 

PPI, the CPI, and workers’ compensation insurance inputs, this increase also addresses, 

in part, the increased cost of a heavy-duty wrecker which can be used in both private- 
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property trespass tows and police-ordered tows, thereby defraying the purchase and 

maintenance costs. 

ADDITIONAL LABOR FEE: The Department proposes an additional labor fee of $100.00 

per hour, billed in 15-minute increments of $25.00, for heavy-duty tows. The current 

prohibition of an additional labor fee for an “extra person” where the nonconsensual 

towing or transporting results from the unauthorized presence of a vehicle on private 

property per  RCSA §14-63-36b(2)(A)(10) should be maintained.   

This increase mirrors the per hour labor fee proposed for medium-duty tows and also 

takes into account the increased cost of operating a heavy-duty wrecker compared to a 

light-duty wrecker. 

DROP FEE: The Department proposes a drop fee, as defined by Section 7 of the Act, of 

$100.00, for heavy-duty tows. The increase in this fee reflects the fact that the purchase 

and maintenance cost of a larger wrecker may be greater than that for the equipment 

required for a light-duty tow. Once again, this parallels the increased labor fee and takes 

into consideration the increased operating costs of a larger wrecker. 

MILEAGE FEE: The department proposes a mileage charge of $10.65 per mile for heavy-

duty tows, thereby capping the total a wrecker service may charge for mileage for a 

heavy-duty private property tow at $138.45. 

Again, this increase takes into account the increased purchase and maintenance cost of 

a larger wrecker.  It also takes into account the increased fuel cost associated with the 

operation of a larger wrecker and the fact that historically fuel surcharges were only 

applicable to light duty wreckers. 

STORAGE RATES: While storage rates for light-duty tows were addressed previously 

because they impact the greatest number of trespass tows, the storage rates for medium 

and heavy-duty tows will be addressed later in this testimony. 

AFTER-HOURS REDEMPTION FEE:  The Department proposes an after-hours 

redemption fee of $100.00 for heavy-duty tows.  The proposed fee mirrors the hourly 

heavy-duty labor rate proposed and reflects the higher operating cost associated with a 

heavy-duty wrecker. 
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STORAGE RATES 

Storage does not require additional labor or equipment on the part of the wrecker service, 

but increases the total cost of the tow with minimal impact on the wrecker service.  

Presently, storage rates are based on the length of the vehicle being stored and the type 

of storage area multiplied by the number of days the vehicle is being stored.  RCSA §14-

63-36 governs the computation of storage charges, and the Department recommends the 

provisions of that regulation continue to be used to determine storage charges.  

The Department proposes the storage rates in the table below for the reasons set forth.  

These proposed rates contemplate a 20% increase over the current storage rates for the 

first 5 days of storage for vehicles that are 20 or more feet in length, with a $2.00 per day 

increase from the current rate for these vehicles after five (5) days of storage. 

 

STORAGE RATES PER DAY 

LENGTH INSIDE OUTSIDE 
FENCED, LIGHTED& 

PROTECTED 

OUTSIDE 

 1 TO 5 DAYS MORE 
THAN 5 
DAYS 

1 TO 5 
DAYS 

MORE 
THAN 5 
DAYS 

1 TO 5 
DAYS 

MORE 
THAN 5 
DAYS 

UNDER 20’ $30.00 $37.00 $26.00 $31.00 $23.00 $25.00 
20’ TO 32’ $42.00 $50.00 $36.00 $39.00 $30.00 $32.00 
OVER 32’ $51.60 $65.00 $42.00 $48.00 $36.00 $40.00 

 

*Motorized units towing non-motorized units are measured as a single unit for calculation 

of storage fees. 

 

The Department proposes no change to the storage rates for vehicles under 20 feet in 

length because that category of vehicles has the greatest impact on the most residents 

in the state and impacts both tows that are covered by insurance and those that are paid 

at the vehicle owner’s expense. 

Passenger motor vehicles are defined by CGS §14-1(74) as “a motor vehicle used for the 

private transportation of persons and their personal belongings, designed to carry 

occupants in comfort and safety, with a capacity of carrying not more than ten passengers 

including the operator thereof”.  These vehicles include what would commonly be referred 
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to as cars, minivans, pickup trucks, and SUVs, and comprises the majority of the vehicles 

owned by private individuals.  These vehicles are all generally under 20 feet in length.  

As previously explained, passenger motor vehicles comprise the vast majority of the 

vehicles towed as the result of nonconsensual private-property trespass tows. They also 

comprise the vast majority of vehicles towed as the result of a nonconsensual police-

ordered tow.  This later statement is supported by the fact that there have been 1,114,006 

total vehicle crashes in Connecticut between January 1, 2015, and October 14, 2025, of 

which 20,969 involved commercial vehicles. (See Exhibit K attached.)  

This means commercial vehicles were involved in less than 2% of the crashes on 

Connecticut’s roads in slightly over ten (10) years.  

Increasing the storage rates for vehicles that are less than 20-feet long would increase 

the total cost of the private-property nonconsensual trespass tow for which the 

Department has already proposed an increase in the flat tow fee and the mileage charge. 

Since the cost of a nonconsensual trespass tow is borne by the consumer, an increase 

in these storage rates more than likely will have the greatest impact on a segment of the 

population that can least afford to absorb the increase.   

Increasing the storage rates for vehicles that are less than 20 feet long would harm 

insured motorists as well. Since the majority of crashes involve vehicles that are less than 

20-feet long, increasing the storage cost for these vehicles will increase the total cost of 

the tow that is paid by the insurance company.  This cost increase will then be passed on 

to the consumer in the form of insurance rate increases, and because all motor vehicles 

registered in the state must be insured, these increases will affect a large percentage of 

the state’s population. 

Because increasing the storage rates for vehicles under 20 feet long will have the greatest 

adverse impact on the majority of the population, the Department believes the balance 

tips in favor of consumer protection in the storage rates of vehicles under 20 feet in length. 

While the Department has proposed no change to the storage rates for vehicles under 

20-feet in length, this is offset by the Department’s proposed  20% across the board 

increase in the storage rates for all other vehicles for the first five (5) days of storage and 

the increased rates over the current storage rates for these vehicles after the first five (5) 

days of storage. 

CONCLUSION:  Based on the foregoing, and taking into consideration the factors 

detailed above, the Department believes that the rate structure proposed and shown in 
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the attached tables strike a fair balance between protecting the interests of consumers 

who, due to the nature of their circumstance(s), are forced to become clients of the towing 

industry and the interests of the industry in being able to provide a necessary service 

while making a reasonable profit. 

 

 

 

 



CT DMV PROPOSED PRIVATE PROPERTY TRESPASS TOW RATES 
Pursuant to Public Act No. 25-55 

Effective Date – January 1, 2026 

 
 

VEHICLE TYPE CURRENT 
BASE RATE 

PROPOSED 
FLAT TOW 

RATE 
PROPOSED 
LABOR FEE 

PROPOSED 
DROP FEE 

PROPOSED 
MILEAGE FEE 

PROPOSED 
AFTER-

HOURS FEE 
 

Light-Duty 

Less than 10,000 LBS. 
G.V.W.R. 

 
$125.00 
(flat rate) 

 
 

$130.63* 

 
 

$50.00/hr.** 

 
 

$50.00 

 
 

$6.65/mile*** 

 
 

$50.00 

 
Medium-Duty 

10,000 to 26,000 LBS. 
G.V.W.R. 

 
 

$240.00/hr. 

 
 

$200.00 

 
 

$100.00/hr.** 

 
 

$100.00 

 
 

$8.65/mile*** 

 
 

$100.00 

 
Heavy-Duty 

Over 26,000 LBS. 
G.V.W.R. 

 
 

$390.00/hr. 

 
 

$350.00 

 
 

$150.00/hr.** 

 
 

$150.00 

 
 

$10.65/mile*** 

 
 

$100.00 

 
* Over the course of the next three years, the Department of Motor Vehicles (Department) proposes a 4.5% increase in the flat 

tow rate for light-duty tows. For year 2, the flat rate will increase to $136.51. For year 3, the flat tow rate will increase to 
$142.65 

**  The Department is requesting that the proposed hourly labor rate for medium-duty private-property trespass tows be charged 
in 15-minute increments. Pursuant to section 14-63-36b(10) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, an “Extra 
Person” cannot be charged for private-property tows. 

*** The first 2 miles are included in the flat tow rate. Mileage is capped after 15 total miles. The current light-duty mileage fee is 
$5.65. 



CT DMV PROPOSED PRIVATE PROPERTY STORAGE RATES 
Pursuant to Public Act No. 25-55 

Effective Date – January 1, 2026 
 
 

LENGTH INSIDE OUTSIDE 
FENCED, LIGHTED & PROTECTED OUTSIDE 

 1 TO 5 DAYS MORE THAN 5 
DAYS 1 TO 5 DAYS MORE THAN 5 

DAYS 1 TO 5 DAYS MORE THAN 5 DAYS 

UNDER 20’ 
* $30.00 $37.00 $26.00 $31.00 $23.00 $25.00 

 
 

20’ TO 32’ 

 
$42.00 proposed 

$35.00 - current rate 

 
$50.00 proposed 

$48.00 – current rate 

 
$36.00 proposed 

$30.00 – current rate 

 
$39.00 proposed 

$37.00 – current rate 

 
$30.00 proposed 

$25.00 – current rate 

 
$32.00 proposed 

$30.00 – current rate 

 
 

OVER 32’ 

 
$51.60 proposed 

$43.00 – current rate 

 
$65.00 proposed 

$63.00 – current rate 

 
$42.00 proposed 

$35.00 – current rate 

 
$48.00 proposed 

$46.00 – current rate 

 
$36.00 proposed 

$30.00 – current rate 

 
$40.00 proposed 

$38.00 – current rate 

 
* For vehicles under 20’, the Department of Motor Vehicles is proposing that the current storage rates remain the same (as 

reflected in the above chart). 

** Motorized units towing non-motorized units are measured as a single unit for the calculation of storage fees. 
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