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Testimony of Timothy Vibert, President Farmington Motor Sports Inc

Subject: Petition for Adjustment of Non-Consensual Vehicle Storage Rates

My name is Timothy Vibert, and | am the President of Farmington Motor Sports Inc, a
licensed towing and recovery service operating in Farmington, CT. | am here today to
advocate for a necessary and overdue increase in the daily storage rates for impounded
and abandoned vehicles.

We appreciate the Department of Motor Vehicles' (DMV) commitment to ensuring rates
are "just and reasonable" for both consumers and service providers. However, the
current rate structure no longer reflects the true operational costs associated with
compliant and secure vehicle storage in today's environment. The DMV's assertion that
there has been no significant increase in the cost of storing vehicles is, unfortunately,
contradicted by our daily operational realities.

The primary drivers of these increased costs are stringent environmental regulations
mandated by local municipalities and the undeniable impact of inflation on core
business expenses.

The Burden of Municipal Environmental Regulations
The nature of vehicle storage, particularly for abandoned or accident-involved vehicles,
necessitates specific environmental precautions. Municipalities are becoming stricter
with regulations to prevent environmental runoff (e.g., oil, coolants, and other fluids)
from entering local water systems.
To comply with these mandates, licensees are required to make substantial capital
improvements to their facilities. These include:

« Paving lots: Replacing gravel or unpaved lots with asphalt or concrete to create

impermeable surfaces.

« Installing oil separators: Implementing complex drainage systems and oil
separators to treat runoff before it leaves the property.



These improvements represent significant financial investments. A rate structure that
does not account for these regulatory compliance costs makes it difficult, if not
impossible, for legitimate businesses to operate legally and sustainably.
Rising Operational Costs and Inflation
Beyond regulatory compliance, the general costs of doing business have escalated
significantly since the last rate adjustment. We have seen inflationary spikes across the
board, including:

o Property Taxes: Larger lots to accommodate the increasing volume of

abandoned vehicles lead to higher property tax assessments.

« Security and Lighting: Increased security measures, including advanced lighting
systems and surveillance, are essential to protect stored vehicles and mitigate
liability, adding to our energy and maintenance bills.

« Insurance: Our industry has seen skyrocketing insurance costs, which is a major
factor in our overall operating expenses.

These rising costs put a considerable financial strain on towing companies, often
resulting in towers "paying to be towers". The current rates are no longer sufficient to
maintain a safe, secure, and environmentally compliant facility.

Conclusion and Request for Action

A rate increase is not a mere luxury; it is an economic necessity to ensure the continued
availability of reliable, professional, and compliant towing and storage services for both
public agencies and private property owners. We are essential partners in managing
public safety and municipal compliance.

| respectfully urge the you to consider its position and approve an increase in daily
storage rates that reflects the genuine and documented costs faced by our industry.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this critical matter. | am available to
answer any questions the committee may have.

Respectfully

Timothy Vibert

President

Farmington Motor Sports
860-250-9837



