Police-Ordered Towing Council

Public Act 25-55, Sec. 26: An Act Reforming the Motor Vehicle Towing Statutes

March 4, 2026

Senator Christine Cohen, Co-Chair

Representative Aimee Berger-Girvalo, Co-Chair

Senator Tony Hwang, Ranking Member

Representative Kathy Kennedy, Ranking Member
Distinguished Members of the Transportation Committee

Sen. Cohen, Rep. Berger-Girvalo and Members of the Transportation Committee:

I am pleased to report that the Police-Ordered Towing Council has completed the mandates prescribed in
Public Act 25-55, Section 26. It is my privilege to present to you the Council’s recommendations. I
extend sincere appreciation to the members of the Council for their many hours of volunteered service, as
well as to the members of the public whose input informed the Council’s work.

The Council was charged with submitting to you, the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to transportation, two (2) recommendations: The first being a
recommendation limiting the period of time a person may file a complaint with the Department of Motor
Vehicles concerning the provision of nonconsensual towing or transporting, recovery or storage of a
motor vehicle pursuant to section 14-63 of the general statutes; and the second being a recommendation
ensuring a wrecker service may charge for the use of equipment and labor specifically requested by a
police officer, traffic authority or fire official and rendered during the provision of a police-ordered tow,
including ways to document the towing services requested and rendered and to resolve disputes related to
such charges.

Public Act 25-55, Sections 9(d) and 9(e), directed the Council Chair to convene the first meeting no later
than September 15, 2025, and to submit this report no later than February 1, 2026. However, as the Chair
was not appointed until November 14, 2025, the Council’s first meeting was convened on December 2
2025,

The recommendations listed herein regarding police-ordered towing were developed through a thorough
and collaborative process and were affirmed by majority vote of the Council.

I look forward to our continued collaboration on this important matter and would be pleased to address
any questions or concerns you may have.

Sincerely,

U
Joshuh N. Berhegger
Chairt- Police-Ordered Towing Council

|
cc: Police-Ordered Towing Council members



Recommendations: Public Act 25-55, Sec. 26

Complaint Time Limit

Public Act 25-55, Sec. 26 instructs the Council to make a recommendation regarding “limiting
the period of time a person may file a complaint with the Department of Motor Vehicles
concerning the provision of nonconsensual towing or transporting, recovery or storage of a
motor vehicle pursuant to section 14-63 of the general statutes.”

By a vote of 8-2, the Police-Ordered Towing Council recommends the following:

Complaint Time Limit

1 year time limit from the date of the police-ordered tow is recommended.

This time limit would be clearly articulated in the Towing Bill of Rights.

Ability to Charge for Requested Services

Public Act 25-55, Sec. 26 instructs the Council to make a recommendation regarding “ensuring a
wrecker service may charge for the use of equipment and labor specifically requested by a police

officer, traffic authority or fire official and rendered during the provision of a police-ordered tow,

as defined in section 8 of this act, including ways to document the towing services requested and

rendered and to resolve disputes related to such charges.”

By a vote of 9-1, the Police-Ordered Towing Council recommends the following:

The Council does not see this as an issue. The decision of what equipment and labor to bring to
a scene shall reside with the assessment made by the wrecker service itself. The wrecker service
must be able to defend the use of any equipment and/or labor with photographs and/or video
documentation of the scene, and with an itemized invoice explaining the need for each piece of
equipment and/or additional labor.




