
  
   

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
NON-DOMICILED CLP/CDL ISSUANCE 

 

In accordance with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s Final Rule, which became 

effective March 16, 2026, the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) will be changing the issuance 

process for all non-domiciled CLP/CDL transactions.     

Who is eligible to get a non-domiciled CLP or CDL? 

Only applicants in the Unites States who are lawfully under one of these work-based visa categories: 

• H-2A (Temporary Agricultural Workers) 
• H-2B (Temporary Non-Agricultural Workers) 
• E-2 (Treaty Investors) 

 
All other visa categories will be eligible for a Class D License only.   

 
What documents are required to obtain a non-domiciled CLP or CDL? 

To meet federal requirements around ID verification, non-domiciled CLP and CDL holders need to 
provide the DMV with:  

• Proof of identity 
• Proof of Social Security Number 
• Proof of legal presence in the United States.   Form I-94 or I-94A is required.   
• Proof of Connecticut residence from two sources 
• Name change documents (if applicable) 

 
For a detailed list of acceptable documents, please visit the Real ID Checklist. 
 
Please note:  In order to obtain a non-domiciled CLP, your legal presence document must have a 
validity date of at least 12 months remaining from the date of issuance.   
 
To obtain a non-domiciled CDL, your legal presence document must have a validity date of at least 
6 months remaining from the date of issuance.   
 
Can a Form I-797C be used as proof of lawful immigration status? 

No. A Form I-797C is only a receipt notice and cannot be used to prove lawful immigration status. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DMV/selectct/SelectIDaccptdocs3pdf.pdf


 

  

  

What Is the maximum validity of a non-domiciled CDL? 

One year—or shorter, if the applicant’s I-94 expires sooner. 

 

What if my I-94 does not show an end date (D/S or indefinite)? 

The CDL may be valid for no more than one year. 

 

Are citizens of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, or Palau (COFA Nations) eligible? 

Only if they are in the United States under an H-2A, H-2B, or E-2 status and can show required proof of 

lawful immigration status.   

 

What if my non-domiciled CLP is cancelled or my non-domiciled CDL is downgraded due to 

medical certification or Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse (DACH) non-compliance? 
 

If you are no longer in compliance with medical certification or the DACH, you will receive a notice in 

the mail instructing you to take appropriate actions.   If you do not complete the requirements by the 

cancellation or downgrade date listed on the notice, you will need to make an appointment at the 

Wethersfield Office to upgrade back to a non-domiciled CDL or to have your CLP reissued (if eligible).    

 

Note:  If your non-domiciled credential is cancelled or downgraded and you currently do not hold 

one of the three listed visa categories (see above), you will not be able to upgrade to a non-

domiciled CDL and your credential will remain a Class D License.   

 

Can I transfer my Out-of-State non-domiciled CDL? 

If you are currently in one of the following work-based visa categories, you may transfer your out-of-

state non-domiciled CDL: 

• H-2A (Temporary Agricultural Workers) 

• H-2B (Temporary Non-Agricultural Workers) 

• E-2 (Treaty Investors) 
 

Can someone from Mexico or Canada who has never held a CLP or CDL in their home country get a 

non-domiciled CDL in Connecticut? 

No.  Individuals from Mexico or Canada are not eligible for a non-domiciled CLP or CDL. 

 

Where can I go to process my non-domiciled CLP or CDL transaction? 



 

  

  

All non-domiciled transactions must be in-person and processed in the DMV’s Wethersfield Office at 

this time.  Click Here to schedule an appointment.   

 

When do these changes take effect? 

March 16, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://portal.ct.gov/dmv/resources/make-change-appointment?language=en_US

