
Child Safety & Crisis Response Committee 
 

Minutes – April 29, 2008 
DEMHS, 25 Sigourney Street, 6th floor, Hartford, CT 06106 

 
Attendees: Kate Antonucci, Gov.’s Prevention Partnership; Julie Bisi, DSS; Ray Crowley, DEMHS; Patricia 

Estill, COC; Peggy Freidenfelt, DPH; Thomas Gavaghan, DEMHS; Treena Mazzotta, DCF; 
Robin Montgomery, Brookfield PD; Vincent Mustaro, CABE; Doug Pesce, DHS; Robert Rader, 
CABE; Wayne Sandford, DEMHS; Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH; James Thomas, DEMHS; Lee 
Toffey, DEMHS; Tom Vannini, DEMHS; and Barbara Wolf, OPM.  

 
1. Welcome:  The meeting was called to order by Deputy Commissioner Wayne Sandford at 1310 hours 

with a quick presentation on the STEP program and Disaster Dudes video. Discussion on the 
program included a meeting that needs to be re-scheduled with the Town of Branford to host the 
pilot program. Rob Rader will send the information out to the school districts to see if any other 
communities are interested in participating in the pilot.  

 
2. Report from DEMHS:  

A. Chief Robin Montgomery of the Brookfield Police Department and Kate Antonucci of the 
Governor’s Prevention Partnership were introduced as new members.  

B. Tom Vannini reported on the School Safety Grant that the money has been committed to the 
Towns and that purchases are being made. The Grants Unit is looking to begin the process for 
Round 2 of the funding. Announcements will go out in September and possibly a technical 
assistance class will be held. 

 
3. Sub-Committee for Day Care Centers& Pre-School:   

A. Pat Estill reported that the Bullying Bill is currently in debate. If not passed this legislative 
session, an updated Bill will be presented for the next session with an inclusion for suicide 
prevention.  

B. Seminar presented on Gang Identification was very successful. It is being re-broadcast on CTN 
and can be obtained on DVD from the Commission on Children.   

 
4. Child Care Provider Emergency Guide:  

A. Peggy Freidenfelt passed out copies of the completed guide and advised that it was being mailed 
out to all registered Day Care Centers and all Health Director’s as well as being handed out to any 
new day care center registrants. 

B. Training on regulations will be upcoming in the next few months. Wayne Sandford advised 
contacting Dave Brown of the DEMHS training unit if help was needed and to advise on training 
dates.  

 
5. SWOT Analysis:   

A. Tom Vannini reviewed the final report of the SWOT Analysis completed at the last meeting.  
B. Discussion included: The concept of the March 27th School Safety Seminar; the differences in 

safety needs between elementary, high school and college level; Behavior Recognition – can it 
work on a school level and summertime training for SRO’s; State Dept. of Education Bullying 
program; Accreditation of DSS’ training for the child care community; Communication for the 
group via HSIN; and possible money available from the US Attorney’s Office.  

C. Prioritization: 1) Training – perhaps combine Operation Safeguard training and behavior 
recognition training to be giving over the summer months to SRO’s. 2) Increase attendance. 3) 



Parent – PTA to participate in meetings. 4) One day program on emergency planning for schools 
to be timed with the School Security Grant.  

 
6.   Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 at 1pm – Sigourney Street.  Meeting adjourned at 1435 hours.   


