
Child Safety & Crisis Response Committee 
Minutes – November 19, 2007 

DEMHS, 25 Sigourney Street, 6th floor, Hartford, CT 06106 
 

Attendees: Julie Bisi, DSS; Patricia Estill, COC; Peggy Freidenfelt, DPH; Thomas Gavaghan, DEMHS; 
Dave Larson, CAPSS; Caroline Massad, Save the Children; Vincent Mustaro, CABE; Doug 
Pesce, DHS; Wayne Sandford, DEMHS; Lee Toffey, DEMHS; Tom Vannini, DEMHS; and 
Barbara Wolf, OPM.  

 
1. Welcome:  The meeting was called to order by Deputy Commissioner Wayne Sandford at 1309 

hours. The presentation by Edward Seibert was moved to the beginning of the agenda.  
 
2. Presentation:  Edward Siebert, a children’s author, presented his idea on a book and related 

materials that would center around Disaster Preparedness. Dave Larson suggested that the 
TIPS line and other information pertinent to CT might become part of such a project. Wayne 
Sandford reported that FEMA is looking along the same lines, at targeting school children 
much the way DARE and the Fire Safety programs have been done. Discussion. 

 
3. Report from DEMHS:  

A. The November 16 Superintendents Seminar was well attended and over 200 “Practical 
Information on Crisis Planning” guides were handed out to superintendents and an additional 
40 were given to new Board of Education members. 

B. Tom Vannini of the Planning and Grants Unit reported on the School Security Grant Program. 
They received 111 letters of intent to apply, and 87 cit/towns actual sent in applications which 
would affect 343 schools. The total dollar amount came to $12,809,921 of which the state 
Reimbursement amount would be $7,351,443.  

C. Wayne Sandford reported that 5 new trainers would be starting soon and that one of the 
positions would be responsible for coordinating and giving school training programs.  

D. Wayne Sandford added some information on the FEMA project in that they wish this to be an 
ongoing educational program. Region 1 would like to have the program enhanced for New 
England and the issues we deal with at this end of the country. Discussion ensued on Save the 
Children programs, Masters of Disaster program, and Ready.gov.  

 
4. Sub-Committee for Day Care Centers:  no report in the absence of Elaine Zimmerman. 
 
5. Child Care Provider Emergency Guide Status:   

A. Pat Estill and Peggy Freidenfelt reported that the English version is complete and the Spanish 
draft version is under going review at this time. Scott Szalkiewicz and Brenda Bergeron will 
need to touch base to get an MOU in place so the $20,000 from DEMHS to help defray the 
costs can be transferred.  

 
6. Items from Members:   

A. Dave Larson will be retiring at the end of January. David Calchera is taking over from Feb 1 - 
Jun 30, 2008 with Joe Cirasuolo starting July 1, 2008.  

 
7.   Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 29, 2007 at 25 Sigourney Street. Save the Children will be       

making a presentation. The meeting was adjourned at 1430 hours.   


