
Community Companion
Home?

What is a

Yami & Evalina’s Story

A Community Companion Home (CCH) provides a supportive 
environment where individuals with Intellectual Disability can 
thrive when living with family isn’t possible. We know that family 
can come from anywhere — and sometimes, the one you find at 
a CCH can be lifechanging. 

If you ask Yami and Evalina who’s taking care of 
who, you won’t get a straight answer. That’s 
because their relationship has evolved into more 
than simply “caretaker” and “individual.” They’ve 
developed a bond that has surprised even them.

Hear the full story at ct.gov/DDS.

Connecticut’s Department of Developmental Services (DDS) thoughtfully matches individuals to 
licensed family homes that share their culture, language, and interests, for the best chance of creating 
beneficial environments and transforming lives.

Yami doesn’t just live with Evalina, she’s a true part 
of her family. Evalina’s children see Yami as a 
sibling, and Evalina’s extended family looks 
forward to seeing Yami at reunions. Yami has a 
steady job, a positive relationship with her aunt, 
and a strong sense of independence. The best 
part? Every day she gets to come home to 
someone who cares about her, and the same is 
true for Evalina.

“Giving somebody something that they may not have… it’s a good experience.”
– Evalina



Becoming a CCH

How we support you

When you decide to turn your home into a CCH, you’re giving an individual a happier, fuller life. Here’s how 
you help make it happen:

To make sure both individuals and provider families thrive, we provide:

Ongoing support
when you need it

A nurturing home
that supports the needs of everyone involved

A partnership
between the individual’s family or guardian and 
the provider family

Supportive resources
tailored to each individual and family

Talk to your case manager and visit ct.gov/DDS to learn more 
about Community Companion Home.

If you have a heart, you have a home.

Community integration, like engaging in 
recreational activities and building social skills

Health & wellness, like diet, exercise, and safety

Daily living support, like everyday activities, 
nutrition, and shopping

Personal development, like self-advocacy and 
money management


