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Black History Quiz:  

Take an opportunity to see 

what you know and what you 

may learn. I would encourage 

you if many of these names 

oare not familiar, research to 

learn the rich history and 

contributions of Black 

American, Caribbean and 

others of the African 

Diaspora.   
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Welcome 
Hello—This is the first edition of our monthly DEI 

Newsletter. It is with extreme excitement we 

launch our first issue during Black History Month. 

This forum allows us to share information, and 

explore our understanding of one another; as we 

begin this difficult yet rewarding  journey of 

expanding the lens through which we do our work 

to include diversity, equity.  (Cheryl Ellis, Psy D. Director of DEI) 

Edward Bouchet earned a PH.D. in physics from Yale University in 1876, becoming the first African 

American to receive a doctorate degree.     ☐  True    ☐ False  

Warren M. Washington, the first African American elected president of the American Meteorological 

Society, founded the Black Environmental Scient Trust :  

 

-To find a solution to the hole in the ozone layer 

-To draw attention to the environmental problems faced by minorities, such as in-

creased exposure to lead and pollution 

-To study the climate and environment of Africa 

What African American inventor received a patent in 1970for a urinalysis machine?  

-Sarah Boone 

-Percy Julian 

-Dewey Sanderson 

 

Who was the first African American doctor with his on practice in the United States  

-Dr. Charles Drew 

-Dr. Daniel Hale Williams  

-Dr. James McCune Smith 

 

Who was the  lead immunologist that developed the COVID -19 vaccine for Moderna?  

-Dr. William Coleman 

-Dr. Anthony Fauci  

-Dr. Kizzmekia S. Corbett 

 

Who is Vivien Thomas 

-a janitor who perfected a complex surgical technique   

-assistant to Dr. Charles Drew 

-inventor of the disposable syringe 

COMMUNITY  CONVERSATIONS: 

Race though a social construct with no genetic or scientific basis has been important and 
consequential throughout society.  Societies use race to establish and justify systems of 
power, privilege, disenfranchisement and oppression.  So why is race so important?   
Racial identity is externally imposed, often asking How do others perceive me? How do I 
identify myself?  Understanding how our identities and experience have shaped us is 
vital.  We are all awarded certain privileges and/or disadvantages because of our race 
whether we are aware of it or not.  Sometimes we think we not seeing race is the 
answer, but “When you don’t see race”, you will miss the racism.  You miss the 
populations that are invisible, marginalized, ignored, devalued, feared, feel self hate, are 
oppressed, criminalized, miseducated. Those who have lost a piece of their identity.  

LET’S TALK !!! 



 Motley was born September 14, 1921 in 
New Haven, and she was the first African American woman to argue a 
case before the state court and to serve as a federal judge. She became a 
lawyer, a U.S. district judge and a state senator for New York and was 
a key member in the fight for civil rights from the 1940s through the 
1960s. 

lived in Danbury for decades and was one of the 
most popular opera singers of the 20th century. According to 
the Connecticut Women’s Hall of Fame, she was the first Black person to 
perform with the Metropolitan Opera. Her 1939 Easter Sunday concert 
was attended by 75,000 people at the Lincoln Memorial and was later 
hailed as “a defining moment in the history of civil rights in the United 

:The statue of Lewis Howard Latimer currently standing in front of the 

Mortor Government Center, in Bridgeport, Conn. Jan. 19, 2017. 
Ned Gerard / Hearst Connecticut Media 

Lewis Howard Latimer was an inventor. He lived in Bridgeport, where he was a 
member of the Bridgeport Scientific Society, and worked for the U.S. Electric 
Lighting Company. He invented the first carbon filament for the modern incandes-
cent light bulb and worked closely with Alexander Graham Bell, Hiram Maxim and 
Thomas Edison, who all owe parts of their success to Latimer’s work, according to 
the Bridgeport Library’s History Center. 

is a noteworthy Black environmentalist who through 
his work helps the environment in his work as a climate and atmospheric scientist.  
In 2007, the global climate models Dr. Washington created were used in the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change’s 4th assessment report which earned Dr. 
Washington and other scientists the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize. Dr. Washington 
served as Science Advisor to former Presidents Carter, Reagan, Bush Sr., and 
Clinton, and was awarded the National Medal of Science from former President 
Obama.  

Dr. Kizzmekia S. Corbett a viral immunologist 

designed the viral sequence that lead to the Moderna COVID – 19 vaccine. 

Two weeks after a visit from then President Donald Trump, Corbett's team 

began the first stage of clinical trials. The vaccine rolled out 10 months later. 

In an era when institutional racism was 
the norm, Thomas was classified, and paid, as a janitor, despite the 
fact that by the mid-1930s he was doing the work of a postdoctoral 
researcher. This work later evolved into research on Crush syndrome 
and saved the lives of thousands of soldiers on the battlefields of 
World War II. He also  was the first to create the surgery to correct the 
conditions cyanosis (blue baby syndrome). Thomas went on to mentor 
lab technicians  at Hopkins.  Assisting the first Black cardiac arrest 
resident, Dr. Levi Watkins  in the use of the Automatic Implantable 
Defibrillator. To the host of young surgeons Thomas trained during the 
1940s, became legend, but was never a trained doctor.  Due to specif-
ic restrictions, he later was awarded an honorary doctorate in law by 
Johns Hopkins University.  

https://www.uscourts.gov/news/2020/02/20/constance-baker-motley-judiciarys-unsung-rights-hero
https://www.cwhf.org/inductees/marian-anderson
https://bportlibrary.org/hc/african-american-heritage/louis-latimer/

