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South Region Regional Advisory Council (RAC)
Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2026

Guilford Free Library, 67 Park Street, Guilford, CT

Attendees: Lynn Arezzini, Chairperson; Marianne Burke; Ashley Dennis, Secretary; April
Dipollina; Nancy Kalal; Diane Martin; Cres Secchiaroli, Regional Director; Noreen Hills,
Executive Secretary

Guests attending: Representative Robin Comey; Lori Gaglione
Absent: Amy French; Kathryn Haaland, Vice Chair; Kathryn Kimball

Chairperson’s Report

e Call to Order — Chairperson Lynn Arezzini brought the meeting to order at 6:08p.

e Introductions were made.

e Approval of Minutes — Lynn Arezzini made a motion to approve the November 19,
2025 Regional Advisor Council (RAC) minutes, and Diane Martin seconded. Allin
favor, motion passed.

e Citizens Comments

o Representative Robin Comey introduced herself and stated that her father was
the executive director for Southington ARC. She has worked in group homes
and understands the ID population.

Representative Comey stated that in her review of the RAC minutes she noticed
information regarding the Affordable Housing program. Branford is starting a
project that will include a historical building as well as other apartment
buildings within the same complex. They would like to have the historical
building become apartments for people with disabilities. RD Secchiaroli stated
that he is on the DDS Supported Housing Committee and would be willing to
review the information.

Regional Director’s Report
e The legislative season is starting up. Updates will be shared with the RAC as they are
received.
e Things with the Federal Government are still not stable.
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e Camp Harkness has started taking reservations for the upcoming camping season.
They have started working on summer positions.

e DDS has been able to start hiring, after the curtailing from May 2025. We needed to
explain to Office of Policy Management (OPM) that we need to hire staff to reduce
overtime. Direct Care and Case Manager positions have been posted and filled. The
South Region (SR) management team is finally full.

e There’s been some bad press regarding an abuse/neglect case in a SR private
provider home in North Branford, which resulted in an arrest. Another article was
about arrests for fraud due to an agency that was billing and providing services with
unlicensed nursing staff.

e The SR is unique that we have a staff recognition day with awards. Throughout the
year the staff have fundraising events to pay for the event. The SR Spirit committee is
hosting a Polar Plunge at Camp Harkness on February 20, 2026 at 4p. The flyer will be
emailed to the Council.

e The 2" Annual Unified BBQ will take place at Camp Harkness on September 12, 2026. It
will be a public facing event combined with Fall Fest. Several unified BBQ teams have
already contacted us to participate.

e Ms. Arezzini reported that she has been helping with HB 7108, which will report the
number of abuse/neglect statistics with a more transparent process, as well as how
many people with autism are also supported by DDS.

e There was a discussion about people on the Abuse/Neglect Registry. RD Secchiaroli
explained that staff who have been substantiated for abuse/neglect and separated
from the agency due to the substantiation are afforded a due process hearing. If
they lose the hearing, then they are added to the Abuse/Neglect Registry. The
Abuse/Neglect registry is not a public document. It is shared with sister state
agencies (DSS, DMHAS, etc.) and with private providers.

All investigations are monitored by DDS. Private agencies have certified staff to
perform the investigation within their agency. When the investigation is completed,
DDS Investigations Division reviews it, then it is reviewed by the Regional Director
reviews and who signs it.

e Ms. Arezzini also stated that she has been involved in the Yellow Envelope Program.
Yellow envelopes are available to individuals/families with disabilities that can be
given to first responders in emergency situations. The envelopes have information
that can be filled out as well as provide any pertinent documents that may be helpful
to first responders.
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RD Secchiaroli reported that in December 2025, DDS met with approximately 130 State
Fire Marshals for a training on individuals with disabilities. The SR has also
participated in trainings at Yale New Haven Hospital (YNHH) educating social workers
and resident doctors/students.

Council Open Discussion

Election of Officers

Chairperson - Ms. Arezzini has served two (2) consecutive terms as the RAC's
Chairperson. Ms. Arezzini asked for nominations. Ms. Nancy Kalal volunteered for the
Chairperson position. April Dipollina made a motion to elect Nancy Kalal as the RAC
Chairperson, and Marianne Burke seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

Vice Chairperson — Ms. Kate Haaland has served two (2) consecutive terms as the
RAC's Vice Chairperson. April Dipollina nominated and made a motion to elect Lynn
Arezzini as the RAC Vice Chairperson, and Ashley Dennis seconded. Allin favor,
motion passed.

Secretary — Ms. Ashley Dennis has served one (1) term as the RAC’s Secretary. April
Dipollina made a motion to elect Ashley Dennis for a second term as the RAC
Secretary, and Nancy Kalal seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

Election of Council Members

The RAC was emailed information regarding the proposed Public representative, Lori
Gaglione. Lynn Arezzini made a motion to elect Lori Gaglione as the RAC’s Public
representative and forward her name to the Commissioner for approval, and Nancy Kalal
seconded. Allin favor, motion passed.

2026 Schedule

The 2026 SR RAC schedule was presented to the Council for approval including the location
of the meetings. April Dipollina made a motion to accept the 2026 RAC schedule listed
below, and Marianne Burke seconded. All in favor, motion passed.
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Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 6p — Guilford Free Library

Wednesday, March 18, 2026 at 6p — DDS Wallingford Office (RD Secchiaroli will secure
the location.)

Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 6p — Waterford (Diane Martin will secure the location.)
Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 6p - Clinton/Madison (Lynn Arezzini will secure the
location.)

Wednesday, September 16, 2026 at 6p — Camp Harkness (RD Secchiaroli will secure
the location.)
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Wednesday, November 18, 2026 at 6p — Old Lyme (Nancy Kalal will secure the
location.)
Bylaws
Kevin Bronson, Director of Communications/LegisIative Liaison, attended the November 19,
2026 RAC meeting to present the updated regional bylaws. Mr. Bronson explained the
reason for the update is to have all of the regions be uniform in their bylaws and conform
with state statutes. Ms. Ashley Dennis asked if there was clarification about the annual
meeting needing to happen in December. RD Secchiaroli explained that the language was
adjusted to, “..the first meeting after the joint DDS Council/[RAC meetings will be considered
the RAC’s annual meeting.” April Dipollina make a motion to accept the updated regional
RAC bylaws, and Lynn Arezzini seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

Other
¢ RD Secchiaroli asked the Council what speakers they would be interested in
presenting at future meetings.
o Supported Housing
o Work Force Crisis Update
e The RAC members asked to be included in the distribution of the SR recreation
calendars.
e The RAC members asked to be included in the distribution of the DDS Newsletter.

There being no further business, Marianne Burke made a motion to end the RAC meeting,
and April Dipollina seconded. Allin favor, motion passed. The RAC meeting concluded at
7:31p.

Nothing Follows [/

Minutes recorded by:
Noreen Hills
Regional Executive Secretary

Department of Developmental Services
35 Thorpe Avenue, Wallingford, CT 06492
Noreen.Hills@ct.gov [ 203.294.5053
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