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South Region Regional Advisory Council (RAC)
Meeting Minutes
March 19, 2025
Guilford Free Library, 67 Park St., Guilford

Attendees: Lynn Arezzini, Chairperson; Ashley Dennis, Secretary; April Dipollina; Amy French;
Kathryn Haaland, Vice Chair; Kathryn Kimball; Diane Martin; Erin McGuire; Cres Secchiaroli,
Regional Director; Noreen Hills, Executive Secretary

Absent: Dawn Dematteo; Nancy Kalal

Guests attending: Laurie Allen; Heidi Earle; Jacob Earle; Lena Esposito, Futures, Inc.; Amy
Gervais; Rachel Keesler, CTFSN

Chairperson’s Report
e Lynn Arezzini, Chairperson, brought the meeting to order at 6:00p.
e Introductions were made.
¢ The minutes of the January 15, 2025 Regional Advisory Council meeting were
reviewed. Amy French made a motion to accept the minutes, and Lynn Arezzini
seconded. Allin favor, motion passed.
e Citizens Comments
o Amy French and Kat Kimball reported that they have finished the building for
Mack Snacks and are now certified. They are allowed to accept ten (10)
individuals. Amy is also working on getting certified through the Board of
Education to include students. Kat suggested that Mack Snacks expand to
coffee and baked goods. Amy is working on expanding to a cafe.

Amy is certified for home services, respite and transportation. She doesn’t
want to limit the enroliment to only certain disabilities and will not say no to
anyone. Some parents are having struggles getting funding from DDS for after
school care. Lynn suggested that the parents talk to their school’s Special
Education Department to ask for extended day services.

o Lena Esposito is with Futures, Inc. and they are working with individuals to
create their own microbusinesses.
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o Rachel Keesler, CTFSN, let everyone know that One Voice conference will be
held on April 24, 2025 at the Clarion Hotel in North Haven. Registration is open.
The conference will include 15+ vendors, relaxation session, etc.

o April Dipollina announced that there is a bingo fundraiser on 3/21/25 to support
Camp Harkness.

o Lynn Arezzini announced:

» Profound Autism Day is March 17, 2025. There will be a proclamation
from the governor.

» Medicaid Rally in Hartford — please talk with your senators and
legislators.

* Lynn will be speaking on April 25, 2025 regarding her advocacy for her
son Karl.

Regional Director’s Update

The Commissioner has asked RD Secchiaroli to take on an additional role. He
apologizes if he hasn't responded to inquiries in a timely manner.
DDS received correspondence from the Secretary of OPM regarding cost savings that
are required by all agencies, as well as curtailing hiring for all agencies. We are
working on getting approvals for hiring for the camps.
There are two (2) requests for proposals (RFPs) for private providers to apply.
1. There is an RFP for nine (9) group homes, three (3) in each region, for 18-24
year old difficult to place age outs.
2. one (1) group home for individuals with artificial airways.
There is an RFP for a third emergency transition housing program. This is a respite
setting for true emergencies. The RFP is currently at OPM awaiting approval. We
currently have two (2) — Meriden and Wilton.
Transitional Life Skills College (TLSC) from Bill 5001 - the plan was submitted to OPM.
Once OPM approves, it will be sent to the legislature. The legislature has indicated
that they are still looking forward to creating the TLSC.
Proposed legislative bills:
o Thereis a proposed legislative bill to look at public and private operated 24/7
residential settings for individuals with IDD.
o Thereis a proposed decrease in funding for ICFs, which should not have an
impact on DDS because of the budgetary shift of funding.
DDS cannot use state funding to support staff recognition/events. DDS South Region
(SR) has fundraisers so we can have a yearly Staff Recognition event. The SR Staff
Spirit Committee put on a Polar Plunge at Camp Harkness on February 28, 2025. We
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had volunteer lifeguards, Waterford Ambulance volunteered their time and members
of the Camp Harkness Advisory Council were in attendance. There were 17 ‘plungers’
and many cheerleaders. We made approximately $4,000. Staff also create
community connections during our events with food donations to two (2) local food
pantries that specifically support people with disabilities as well as community
holiday giving.

Lena asked if the private group home funding is with the legislature. RD Secchiaroli
stated that they have received no news. The Governor’s Budget calls for increases to
the private providers. We haven't heard of any cuts, as yet.

Council Open Discussion
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Diane Martin asked if DDS will be getting a new fiscal intermediary. RD Secchiaroli
stated that DDS is continuously working with GTI to work through the issues. Staff and
a consultant agency were hired to help. Heidi Earle asked if there were safeguards to
protect the families who are having GTl issues. RD Secchiaroli stated that if the family
is not at fault, there wouldn't be any liability to the family.

Lynn Arezzini asked, how long does it take for GTI to be held accountable for all the
issues? RD Secchiaroli stated that there was an issue with merging the DDS
information into their system since the data was in several different formats and
didn't merge smoothly. Connecticut DDS has the most complicated system that GTI
has had to deal with due to many flexibilities on our Waiver and Self Determination.
This is a multi-year contract with GTl, which is why we are making sure all parties are
meeting and working together.

Diane Martin asked if she was interested in hiring a staff who is already working for
another individual, do they have to go through the whole hiring process again? RD
Secchiaroli stated he will look into it.

Amy French stated that she has not had an issue working with GTl on behalf of her
daughter, but as a vendor, it has been horrendous.

Kate Haaland stated that at first GTI went very well, although now they are not
responding to inquiries. She is working with the case manager on how to be able to
purchase adaptive clothing for her son.

We received notification yesterday that the Commissioner has accepted the
nominations for the officers and members.
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Other
e RD Secchiaroli would like to get all three (3) Regional Advisory Councils together to
review the bylaws and to have them be the same in each region.
e Lynn Arezzini encouraged everyone to get to know their legislators and senators and
have them meet your loved-ones.

Lynn Arezzini made a motion to adjourn the South Regional Advisory Council meeting at
7:25p, and Kate Haaland seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

Nothing Follows [/

Minutes recorded by:
Noreen Hills
Regional Executive Secretary

Department of Developmental Services
35 Thorpe Avenue, Wallingford, CT 06492
Noreen.Hills@ct.gov [ 203.294.5053
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