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South Region Regional Advisory Council (RAC)
Meeting Minutes
January 15, 2025
Guilford Free Library, 67 Park St., Guilford

Attendees: Lynn Arezzini, Chairperson; Carol Cooney, Secretary; Ashley Dennis; Diane
Martin; Erin McGuire; Cres Secchiaroli, Regional Director; Noreen Hills, Executive Secretary

Absent: Amy French; Kathryn Haaland, Vice Chair; Nancy Kalal; Kathryn Kimball; Haley
Parent

Guests attending: Laurie Allen; Joseph Carvalho, DDS Executive Assistant; April Dipolling;
Adrianna Ramirez, CTFSN; Rachel Keesler, CTFSN

Chairperson’s Report

e At 6:20p, the Council was able to have a quorum and Lynn Arezzini, Chairperson,
called the meeting to order.

e Introductions were made.

e The minutes of the September 9, 2024 Regional Advisory Council meeting were
reviewed. Diane Martin made a motion to accept the minutes, and Carol Cooney
seconded. Allin favor, motion passed.

e Citizens Comments

o April Dipollina shared an event by the Camp Harkness Foundation, Meet &
Greet, on 1/23/25 at 6p. It is open to anyone who would like to attend.

o Lynn Arezzini shared that her son, Karl, will be playing the cello at the Rethinking
Disability on January 22, 2025 at 3:30p.

o Lynn asked if RD Secchiaroli if he could help with a father obtain services for his
son who has autism but has tested above the IQ level for DDS. RD Secchiaroli
asked her to email him the information. He explained that people the
Department of Social Services is has a division responsible for individuals with
autism.

o Lynn stated that Karl was lucky to get the technology from the AT & Me,
although there isn’'t anyone able to show us/him how to use it. Karl had an
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incident recently where the technology would have been helpful to both him
and us to help him through an incident instead of finding out the next day.

RD Updates

South Region Regional Advisory Council Minutes
January 15, 2025

RD Secchiaroli introduced Joe Carvalho, Executive Assistant. Joe previously worked at
DDS as the Commissioner’s Executive Secretary and then took a position with the
Lieutenant Governor’s office. He has been brought back to be the liaison for the
families who are having issues with the fiscal intermediary, GTI. Joe stated that he is
available to help and welcomes to share his information with families who need help
with GTl issues (Joseph.Carvalho@ct.gov [ 860-250-3676). He is in weekly meetings
with GTI to obtain status updates and confirm issues have been resolved. Joe stated
that he can’t promise an outcome but can promise there will be follow up.

Diane Martin stated that she is having issues with the budget lines for her daughter’s
budget. Joe stated he can help Diane and her case manager facilitate a call with GTI.
The legislative session has opened. It will be a long session with budget discussions.
There have been meetings with Alliance and Union 1199 advocating for a substantial
investment to help the nonprofits.

DDS legislative proposals were forwarded the SR RAC Council. Which will include:

o Technical adjustments.

o Proposal to include CCH licensees who have substantiated abuse/neglect to
be included on the Registry and revoke their license.

o Working with the probate courts to add Financial Guardianship to the list of
guardianships.

o Proposal that under certain criteria injectable medications could be given by
non-licensed staff, such as med certified staff. This will open service options
for individuals to stay or reside in group homes. Ashley Dennis asked if this was
only for residential (CLA/CRS) or will it also include day services? RD
Secchiaroli will follow up.

A question was asked if there needs to be policy changes on the licenses? RD
Secchiaroli explained licensed positions can do what is under the scope of their
license/practice. DDS policy does not need to legislative approval. Regulatory
changes will need legislative approval.

RD Secchiaroli explained that individuals cannot be arbitrarily discharged from
their residence. There have been incidents that individuals have can no longer be
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supported in their current settings due to having to receive injectable
medications. There is a process for the private provider to discharge an individual.
They need to notify the Region, there are several meetings that will need to take
place, and the individual cannot be discharged while they are looking for a new
residence. If the provider has a vacancy, they will receive funding for a period of
time so they don't suffer a financial hardship with a vacancy.

e A couple of the Council members stated that Mary Pat DeCarlo was going to include
them on the Governor’'s Workforce Council. RD Secchiaroli will reach out to see if she
can attend a future RAC meeting or provide an update that he can present.

e DDS has the third largest budget in the stated with 50% being federally funded.
Although DDS receive federal dollars, the state needs to pay up front then receive
reimbursement with the federal funds.

e The Self Advocates are working with the employment division to have a vendor fair at
DDS for individuals supported by the agency who have a micro business.

Council Open Discussion
e Council Member Vacancies — There are two member vacancies that need to be
approved to move forward for the Commissioner’s approval.
o Lynn Arezzini made a motion, and Carol Cooney seconded, to recommend
Dawn Dematteo be put forward for the Commissioner’'s approval as a RAC
member. All in favor, motion passed.
o Lynn Arezzini made a motion, and Diane Martin seconded, to recommend April
Dipollina be put forward for the Commissioner’s approval as a RAC member.
All in favor, motion passed.
o Office Vacancy — Carol Cooney has completed her second term as the RAC’s
secretary.
o Lynn Arezzini made a motion, and Diane Martin seconded, to recommend
Ashley Dennis be put forward for the Commissioner’'s approval as the South
Region RAC secretary. Allin favor, motion passed.
e 2025 Meeting Schedule
o Lynn Arezzini made a motion, and Carol Cooney seconded to for the South
Region RAC to meet:
= January 15,2025
= March19, 2025
= May 21,2025
= Junel8, 2025
= September 17,2025
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= November19, 2025
= November 2025 Statewide RAC Meeting
All in favor, motion passed.

New Business

¢ Diane Martin stated that her daughter participates in Special Olympics. During the
event there was a room that had dental staff available from the CT Dental Health
Partnership. Diane spoke with them, and they are able to help individuals and would
like to get their information out to the case managers to pass along to families. They
would also like to attend a RAC meeting.

e Gunnar Abrahamsson and Sarah Ullom-Minnich have been working on the ARPA
Funds project. The Council would like to invite them to a future RAC meeting.

e Ashley Dennis pointed out two (2) bills that may affect DDS and private providers.

o Senate Bill 400 — DDS is to conduct a study whether changes to the statutory
definition of intellectual disability are necessary to take into consideration
other than the intelligence quotient. 20255B-00400-R0O0-SB.PDF

o House Bill 5247 — General statutes be amended to adjust annual
appropriations to nonprofit organizations in accordance with any change in
the consumer price index or similar metric to account for inflation. AN ACT
CONCERNING FUNDING FOR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.

Lynn Arezzini made a motion, and Carol Cooney seconded, to adjourn the South Region
Regional Advisory Council meeting at 7:47p. All in favor, motion passed.

Nothing Follows [/

Minutes recorded by:
Noreen Hills
Regional Executive Secretary

Department of Developmental Services
35 Thorpe Avenue, Wallingford, CT 06492
Noreen.Hills@ct.gov [ 203.294.5053
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