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South Region Regional Advisory Council (RAC)
Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2024
Scranton Library, 801 Boston Post Road, Madison

Attendees: Lynn Arezzini, Chairperson; Carol Cooney, Secretary; Ashley Dennis; Amy French;
Nancy Kalal; Kathryn Kimball; Diane Martin; Cres Secchiaroli, Regional Director; Noreen Hills,
Executive Secretary

Guests attending: Malcom Brinton; Jennifer Cooney; April Dipollina; Heidi Earle; Jacob Earle;
Rachel Keesler, CTFSN; Jessy Walden

Absent: Kathryn Haaland, Vice Chair; Erin McGuire; Haley Parent

Chairperson’s Report

Call to Order — Lynn Arezzini called the meeting to order at 6:09p.

Approval of Minutes — Diane Martin made a motion and Carol Cooney seconded to approve
the minutes of the July 17, 2024 South Region Regional Advisory Council minutes. All in favor,
motion passed.

Citizens Comments — Amy French introduced Jessy Walden, her partner with Mack Snacks
and Malcolm Brinton, who helped her with receiving approval to be a certified day program.
Amy highly recommends Malcolm as he was able to guide her through the DDS process to
become a certified day program.

Regional Director's Update

» Regional Director (RD) Secchiaroli congratulated Amy, Jessy and Kat on becoming a
DDS provider.

e DDS has received approval from the Legislature to hire four Self Advocate
Coordinators (SAC) in each region. South Region has started the hiring process for
two SACs, as there have only been two for the last year. One will be located in
Wallingford to support the Private Division and the other will be located in Norwich to
support Health Services. The individuals hired are required to receive services from
DDS, they will become a state employee, attend leadership meetings, etc.

e Supported Housing developments have been developed in New London and Orange.
We are targeting areas in Groton, Norwich, Westbrook, Old Saybrook, Meriden,
Middletown, Cromwell, etc. for new developments. The developments need to be
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close to public transportation, shopping and other amenities. Elba Carabello, Director
of Housing, will work with the developers and private providers, HUD, etc.

Transitional Life Skills College proposed plan will be submitted to the Legislature by
January 1,2025. The committee is working on a stakeholder’s survey.

DDS is working on several legislative proposals. An update will be provided when
more information is received.

South Region is holding a Staff Recognition and Appreciation Day. The Spirit
Committee, which consists of South Region staff, holds fundraisers to raise money
because DDS does not provide any money towards the event. There are eight awards
with a new award this year in memory of a SAC who passed away.

Central Office hired a Family Services Division Director, Karri Filek, that will oversee the
Assistive Technology, Housing and Employment divisions.

DDS brought on additional resources to help with the GTI fiscal intermediary. Joe
Carvalho will be the liaison for constituents to help with ongoing concerns. An outside
consultant was also hired. The team meets with GTI multiple times a week.

Council Open Discussion

Lynn distributed the legislative forum flyer, that will take place on 10/9/24 in Bristol.
The Council asked for an update regarding the employment subcommittee that Mary
Pat DeCarlo was putting together. RD Secchiaroli will get an update.

Carol Cooney explained that Jennifer Cooney broke a tooth and needs to have it
surgically removed. An appointment has been scheduled for January 21, 2025. DDS
staff have been great — Izabella Pulvermacher, Jorge Munoz and Dr. Green. The issue
is trying to get an appointment and the doctor is there only once a month. RD
Secchiaroli explained that legislation was passed to allowing dental students to work
at our dental clinics. Heidi Earl suggested trying the Children’s Dental Association
since they have worked well with Jacob and they also have a surgical area within the
office.

The Joint Statewide RAC meeting will be held in November. RD Secchiaroli will follow
up with the Commissioner’s Office for the date and time.

Review of 2025 Meeting Schedule

o A draft meeting schedule was distributed. This item will be table for a future
meeting.
Council Vacancies

o There is a potential of a couple vacancies due to some members who have not
attended the meetings. Lynn Arezzini will call the members to see if they are
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still interested in being on the RAC and if not, the Council will need to work on
recruiting new members.

o Officer Elections
o There will be one open officer position (Secretary) and member vacancy in
2025.

New Business
e RD Secchiaroli will research how the Council can conduct business and call for a
special adhoc meeting outside of the regularly scheduled meetings.

Adjournment
There being no further business a motion was made by Lynn Arezzini and seconded by
Diane Martin to adjourn the South Region RAC meeting at 7:15p. All in favor, motion passes.

Nothing Follows [/

Minutes recorded by:

Noreen Hills

Regional Executive Secretary
Department of Developmental Services
35 Thorpe Avenue, Wallingford, CT 06492
Noreen.Hills@ct.gov [ 203.294.5053
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