Commissioner Elisa Velardo e CONNECTICUT

Departrment of Developmental Services

FINAL DECISION

Sent via email _ Certified Mail —

July 15,2026

RE: Final Decision

On May 18, 2026 the proposed decision of the hearing officer regarding the eligibility of _

to receive services of the Department of Developmental Services was sent fo you and all parties. Parties
had ten (10) business days from receipt of the proposed decision to submit comments in support or
opposition. Comments were submitted by the petitioner. No comments were submitted on behalf of DDS,

After reviewing the record including the proposed decision, exhibits, comments and transcript, [ agree with
the hearing officer, adopt the Proposed Decision as the Final Decision, and find that ﬁ is
ineligible for services of the Department of Developmental Services pursuant to Connecticut General
Statute section 1-1g.

If you do not agree with this decision, you have the right, in ace
Connecticut General Statutes, to appeal to the Superior Court: §
forty-five (45) days of the mailing of this final decision.
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Elisa Velardo
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Enclosures

ce Attorney Joseph Marino, Hearing Offic
Kathleen Murphy, Ph.D., Director, Eligil
Margaret Rudin, Ph.D., Psychologist Eli
Attorney Marjorie O. Wakeman, Director;.




STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES
PROPOSED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION
ELIGIBILITY HEARING

w e [N ey 12,2026

INTRODUCTION:

A remote hearing via Microsoft Teams was held on April 30, 2026 to determine the
eligibility of _or services from the Department of Developmental Services

(DDS) pursuant to General S ection 1-1g. The Request for Hearing was
filed on January 23, 2026 by , who is Mother.
Name of Attendees:

I Mother

Dr. Margaret Rudin, Clinical Psychologist, DDS

Statement of Issue

Is_eligible for DDS Services pursuant to CGS 1-1g7

Exhibits Entered into Evidence

The following documents were admitted into evidence as full exhibits by the
undersigned hearing officer.

Eligibility Hearing Exhibit List

Hearing Date/Time | April 30, 2026. 10 AM

Hearing Officer Attorney Joseph Marino.




Description

Admitted/ID

HO-1

DDS Denial letter 1/22/2026

HO-2

Request for Hearing 1/23/2026

HO-3

Notice of Hearing 1/27/2026

HO-4

Description

Admitted/ID

DDS-1

Eligibility Application 4/21/2025

DDS-2

Denial Letter 1/22/2026

DDS-3

Second Review Margaret Rudin, Ph.D. 1/22/2026

DDS-4

Autism Spectrum Services Program Letter 4/28/2025

DDS-5

Psychological Evaluation -

DDS-6

Individual Education Program (IEP-

DDS-7

Psychological Evaluation-

DDS-8

Individual Education Program (IEP) -

DDS-9

Health Assessmenti

DDS-10

Neuropsychological -

DDS-11

DDS-12

DDS-13

DDS-14




Description Admitted/ID

P-1 Letter from _
P-2 Due process filing
P-3 Psychological Evaluation _
P-5 Speech and Language Evaluation Assessment -
P-6 Letter from Tcial Education Testing

and Support Services
P-7 Individual Education Program (IEP)-
P-8 Report Card -
P-9 Report Card Memo

Findings of Fact:

1.

2,
3.
4. DDS found that [ililldoes not meet the definition of intellectual disability, as

_is a resident of the State of Connecticut and resides at -

date of birth is
is the Mother of || NG

defined by statute and is not eligible for services from DDS (Testimony of Dr.
Rudin, DDS Exhibits 2 & 3).

DDS found that [ ilfilhas a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder and is
eligibie to receive services from the Autism Spectrum Services Program
(Testimony of Dr. Rudin, DDS Exhibits 2, 4, 5, 8; P4, 7).

DDS found that given [l age and clinical presentation it would be
premature to provide a diagnosis of intellectual disability at this time. ( Testimony
of Dr. Rudin , DDS Exhibits 2&3).

DDS found that low frustration tolerance, task completion refusal, distractibility
and language difficulty likely lowered -scores on various tests (Testimony




of Dr, Rudin, DDS Exhibits 2 & 3).

8. DDS proposed that as | ages and additional testing is completed by Mother
and school personnel, a redetermination of eligibility will be completed
(Testimony of Dr. Rudin, DDS Exhibits 2 & 3).

Definition of Intellectual Disability:

According to Connecticut General Statute Section 1-1g, in order to be eligible for
support or services from the Department of Developmental Services for an intellectual
disability, an individual must demonstrate significant limitations in intellectual functioning
and deficits in adaptive behavior that originated during the developmental period before
eighteen years of age.

Discussion:

While has a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder there is insufficient
documentation to establish that he is intellectually disabled pursuant to Connecticut
State Statutes.

Conclusion:

The statutory requirements of CGS 1-1g have not been met in the present case and
thus -is not eligible for services from DDS based on intellectual disability.

Respectfully Submitted

Joseph D. Marino, Esq.
Hearing Officer





