c CONNECTICUT Department of Children & Families

Foster Care Services Overview 24-1

Policy The Department of Children and Families (DCF) foster care system
shall serve the needs of children entering care who require a family
setting. It shall partner with caregivers to ensure consistency,
quality and equity in practice towards improved child and family
well-being.

Foster Care The Foster Care Division (FCD) shall coordinate, plan and support
Division offices ensuring uniformity in the implementation of statewide
foster care initiatives.

All regions shall have an FCD unit that shall report to the Central
Office chain of command. FCD units shall be responsible for
implementing statewide initiatives and procedures related to foster
care at the local level.

Legal State statutes and regulations confer on DCF the legal authority and

Authority responsibility to license or deem caregivers approved as eligible to

for provide care for children in DCF custody.

Licensing

Foster DCF may place children in other licensed caregivers' homes

Homes approved by private child placing agencies in accordance with state
regulations.

Legal Reference: C.G.S. section 17a-114

Categories DCF issues only one standard license but has established different
of categories of caregivers:
Caregivers

e core

e pre-adoptive

e therapeutic

e kinship

¢ independent interstate

A core caregiver is a person licensed by DCF to provide temporary
care for a child in a private family home.
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Categories A pre-adoptive caregiver is a core caregiver who is licensed by

of DCF or approved by a DCF licensed child placing agency and who
Caregivers, provides care for a child for whom parental rights have been
continued terminated and the child's permanency plan is adoption.

Therapeutic Foster Care (TFC) is a person approved by a DCF-
licensed child placing agency to provide temporary care for a child
in a private family home while the agency provides a therapeutic
level of support for the child and caregiver.

There are two categories of kinship caregivers. A relative caregiver
is a person approved or licensed by DCF to provide care for a child
related to the person by blood, marriage or adoption descended
from a common ancestor. A fictive kin caregiver is a person 21 or
older who is approved or licensed by DCF to provide care for a child
unrelated to the caregiver by birth, adoption or marriage but who
has an emotionally significant relationship with such child or such
child's family amounting to a familial relationship.

Independent interstate license is issued to a person who provides
foster care or pre-adoptive care for a specific child who is in the
custody of another state or a private, out of state child placing
agency and who is placed into a Connecticut home in accordance
with the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children.

Legal Reference: C.G.S. section 17a-114;
C.G.S. section 17a-175

MEPA DCF shall act in accordance with the Multiethnic Placement Act
(MEPA), which aims to remove barriers to permanency for African
American children and other children of color in care, who are
disproportionately represented in out-of-home care, and who wait
longer than others for permanent homes. To comply with MEPA, DCF
shall aim to recruit, license and retain licensed caregivers based on
the race and ethnicity of children entering care.

Cross Reference: Pub. L. 103-382, title V, section 553, Oct. 20,
1994, 108 Stat. 4056-54 U.S.C. section 5115a
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Foster Care A relative caregiver is the first and preferred placement option for
Placements children who are separated from their parents and in DCF care.

In all instances, placement decisions shall be determined by:

a child's specific needs

proximity to their town of origin and community
cultural considerations and primary language
best interests.

Licensed caregivers shall support and partner with the child's parent
to maintain an active role.

Cross Reference: DCF Policy 25-2, Permanency Planning- Shared
Parenting

Siblings shall be placed in the same licensed caregiver's household
unless the documented special needs of one or more of the siblings
impede placing them together.

If siblings cannot be placed together, caregivers will ensure that
regular ongoing sibling contact will occur to maintain the sibling
bond.

In a conflict between proximity of the licensed caregiver's home to
the child's parents and keeping siblings together, the principle that
siblings shall be placed together takes precedence and DCF shall
ensure visitation with the birth family.

When placing a child in care, DCF and the licensed caregiver shall
not discriminate on the basis of the race, color, ethnicity, language,
sexual orientation or national origin of the licensed caregiver or the

child.

Foster The FCD staff and private child placing agencies shall create a foster

Families family profile for the household using the DCF-4928, Foster Family

Profiles and Profile.

Surveys
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Foster When a child aged seven years or older leaves or is removed from
Families a licensed caregiver home, the FCD shall, within 15 calendar days,
Profiles and provide the child with a Foster Family Survey. The results of such
Surveys, surveys shall be used to gather information relevant to the
continued recruitment, training and retention of foster families.

Foster Care
Immuniza-
tion

Reasonable
and

Legal reference: C.G.S. section 17a-114e

DCF's expectation is that children in care are entrusted to licensed
caregivers who are fully immunized consistent with the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices and The American Academy
of Pediatrics (ACIP/AAP) guidelines and recommendations. Except
in limited circumstances requiring approval from the DCF Medical
Director, DCF shall not place children in homes where the licensed
caregivers and/or their children are unimmunized or under
immunized.

Cross-reference: DCF Policy 21-5 PG, Health Care Standards and
Practice for Children and Youth in Care

A licensed caregiver shall have the authority, without prior approval
from DCF or Superior Court for Juvenile Matters, to allow a child to

Prudent participate in normal childhood activities that are age appropriate or
Parent developmentally appropriate for the child based on the reasonable
Standard and prudent parent standard, (i.e., the standard characterized by
careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain the health,
safety and best interests of the child.)
Legal reference: C.G.S. section 17a-114d
If a Child in DCF licensed caregivers are required to notify DCF that a child
Care is entrusted to their care has been arrested. The caregiver shall inform
Arrested their (FCD) social worker within 24 hours of the arrest. The caregiver

shall provide the date of the arrest, the alleged criminal offense
leading to the arrest, the town of the arrest and whether the child
was detained or released.

If a child entrusted to DCF care is considered a suspect or a witness,
they must have legal representation to be interviewed or
interrogated by law enforcement.
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