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Introduction

Background for this report

In May 2024, the Connecticut General Assembly passed Public Act No. 24-45 (PA 24-45), which
mandates that the Connecticut Preschool Through Twenty Workforce Information Network

(P20 WIN, now renamed DatalinkCT) Executive Board disseminate a report on the topic of youth
aged 14 to 26 who are disconnected from employment or education institutions or at-risk of
disconnection.! The advent of the 2024 legislation is rooted in the publication of the 2023
Connecticut’s Unspoken Crisis report (hereafter DR-0043). The 2023 report highlighted that
approximately 1in 5 young people aged 14 to 26 were disconnected from employment and
education institutions or at-risk of disconnection in 2021-2022. This public act mandates the
publication of this report on an annual basis, starting 2025, using the same definitions and data
models as the 2023 report (DR-0043).

The innovation in these reports is the advent of state agency integrated data. The most recent
2024 report (published February 2025) combines data on individuals across up to nine agencies.
Analysis of integrated data allows agencies and legislators to understand the impact of programs
and services, but creation of integrated datasets does not come without a significant cost to the
agencies providing data and the researchers performing the analysis. At the time of publication,
meeting the expectations of PA 24-45 on annual basis without additional funding is not
sustainable. To that end, this 2025 report updates the headline statistic with detailed support for
the existing efforts underway at the State Department of Education to support students at-risk of
disconnection. In the next iteration of this report, the DataLinkCT participating agencies and the
OPM Research and Evaluation team will generate a new integrated dataset to analyze.

Definitional Framework

Per PA 24-45, the annual report follows the same definitional framework as the 2023 report, which
defines a continuum of indicators at key transition points between secondary education and
post-secondary education and/or employment often experienced by young people ages

14 through 26. Being “at-risk” or “disconnected” from education and employment institutions are
point in time statuses. An individual can experience disconnection and later reconnect with
education and employment opportunities.



The definitional framework for identifying at-risk and disconnected young people is as follows:

» Disconnected: Individuals experiencing disconnection (hereafter disconnected) are

defined by their participation in employment and education institutions. The
“disconnected” status is further subdivided into two groups:

o Moderately disconnected: 1) High school diploma and GED holders who are neither
employed nor in post-secondary education; and 2) Employed high school non-
graduates

o Severely disconnected: Not employed high school non-graduates

 At-risk of disconnection: Individuals experiencing being at-risk of disconnection (hereafter
“at-risk”) are defined by in-school indicators; falling behind on credit attainment, low
attendance, and behavior issues. The “at-risk” status is further divided into two subgroups
and the overlap between these groups are considered “severely off track”
o Off-track: Students who do not meet state credit attainment requirements
o At-risk due to other factors: Students have low attendance and/or sanctioned or
disciplined for behavioral issues
¢ Individuals identified as being on track: Young people aged 14-26 who are engaged in
pro-social institutions and on-track for gainful employment

How to interpret this report
This report aims to maintain transparency and deepen the fact base on the issue of at-risk and
disconnected youth with refreshed data. It does not intend to:

e Draw conclusions about specific individuals’ outcomes

e Prescribe or assess effectiveness of specific services, programs, policies, and other
solutions

e Propose deterministic views of youth disconnection

e Pass value judgment on individuals’ educational or employment outcomes

e Make claims about causation? or the absolute level of need within the population

e Analyze exhaustively every possible factor that may be associated with disconnection

This report estimates counts of disconnected and at-risk youth based on available sources and
data elements. However, available data does not exhaustively account for all “pro-social”
activities that may require disconnection from employment and education, including those who
are taking gap years from education?® or those who are full-time caretakers after having
completed post-secondary education.* Estimates of the magnitude of these sub-populations
suggest they are relatively small (i.e., less than 5,000 per year across Connecticut) and would



neither materially change the count of disconnected and at-risk youth nor obviate the need to

develop solutions to serve these young people.

Past versions of this report included an exploration of factors associated with disconnection and
being at-risk. As detailed in the introduction, this report updates the total estimate of young
people who are disconnected or at-risk of being disconnected, but the analysis does not explore

factors associated with disconnection and being at-risk.



Executive Summary: Counts & trends of disconnected and at-risk youth

As of the 2024-25 school year, approximately 108,140 of Connecticut’s 612,826 young people aged

14 to 26 were disconnected or at-risk of disconnection. Among these individuals (see Figures 1, 2,
and 3):

An estimated 62,525 young people (or 10.2% of youths) were counted as disconnected,
meaning they were high school non-graduates who are unemployed (“severely
disconnected” sub-group), or high school graduates not in post-secondary education or
employment (“moderately disconnected” sub-group). This is an increase in approximately
six thousand additional disconnected youth in Connecticut from last year

An additional 45,615 high school students were counted as at-risk, exhibiting signs of
potential disconnection such as falling behind on credit attainment required to graduate
from high school in four years (“off-track” sub-group), displaying low attendance and/or
were involved in behavioral incidents leading to expulsions or suspensions and/or involving
bullying, controlled substances, or weapons (“at-risk due to attendance | behavior”). This is
a decline in approximately four thousand fewer at-risk students in Connecticut from last

year.
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Figure 1: Estimate Count of disconnected and at-risk youth (ages 14-26) in thousands



Estimated count of disconnected youth (14-26) in CT
(in thousands)
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Figure 2: Total count and trend for disconnected young people (2017-2024)
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Figure 3: Total count and trend for at-risk young people (AY 2017-18 to AY 2024-25)



Disconnected Youth

Context on the definitional framework

During the development of the first report, the authors conducted a literature review, which found
a range of terms and definitions to refer to youth disengaged [ disconnected from education and
employment institutions (e.g., Opportunity Youth, individuals Not in Education, Employment, or
Training). To avoid confusion and differentiate from related frameworks, the terms “at-risk” and
“disconnected youth” were chosen. Pursuant to the legislation (PA 24-45 §§ 22) that mandates
development of this report, last year's report (DR-0043b) and this year's report follow the same
naming convention.

When reporting the current count of youth who are disconnected or at-risk, the analysis sums
calendar year 2024 disconnected count with school year 2024-25 at-risk count as it aligns with
the last report’s data model and provides the most up-to-date information as both figures were
finalized around the same time (i.e,, 2025 Q4).

Methodology

The count of disconnected youth is drawn from the US Census 1 Year American Community Survey
(ACS) Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS).5 These estimates are based on a survey sample of
the U.S. population by the Census Bureau. As such, there is a margin of error in these estimates.
The data to calculate the disconnected count also do not contain any individual-level records
and are not based on Connecticut state administrative data. These calculations are created
using data accessible via https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/microdata/access.html.

In this analysis, the PUMS data are used to estimate point-in-time (annual) disconnection counts
and rates among all 14 to 26-year-olds in Connecticut. To create these estimates, analysts filtered
the PUMS data along the following conditions:

e State: Connecticut

e Age: 14 to 26-year-olds

e Education enrollment status: Only individuals who had not attended school in the last three
months

e Employment status recode: Unemployed, not in labor force; or employed in civilian
workforce for high school non-grad population



This analysis also uses ACS Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAS) in this analysis. PUMAs are
discrete, geographic units within each state (or equivalent entity) that include at least 100,000
people and cover the whole of the United States, Puerto Rico, and Guam. These geographic areas
are used in both the decennial census and the ACS PUMS data and are the most detailed
geographic area available for PUMS data. In this analysis, PUMAs are used to provide specific
disconnection counts and rates for different geographic areas in Connecticut.

Results

While the findings in the previous report identified a decrease in the count of disconnected young
people, this year’s report finds an uptick in the total number of disconnected and at-risk youths. In
2024, a total of 62,525 Connecticut youth (ages 14 to 26 years old) were counted as disconnected,
a 10% change from 2023. The count of disconnected youth as a percentage of Connecticut 14 to
26-year-olds (hereafter “disconnection rate”) has risen to 10.2% from 2023's rate of 9.7%. However,
this 2024 overall disconnection rate falls solidly within Connecticut’s historical disconnection rates
that have ranged between 10.1% and 11.8% from 2017 to 2022.

Among the moderately disconnected, there was a 7% increase from 2023 to 2024. In this
population, the increase from 2023 was driven by the number of either high school graduates (19%
increase) or college graduates (29% increase) who were unemployed. The severely disconnected
count and rate increased from 8,417 in 2023 (or 1% of the 14-26 population in 2023) to 10,594 in
2024 (or 2% of the 14-26 population in 2024). However, severely disconnected youth figures remain
markedly lower than in pre-COVID years; 14,000-15,000 youth over 2017 to 2019 (or 2 to 2.5% of the
annual 14-26 year old population in those years).

The percentage of youth who are disconnected in each geographic region in Connecticut varies
widely, from 3.3% in Western Central to 21.9% in Waterbury (see Figure 4). The top five regions for
the highest percentage of youths in the region who are counted as disconnected are Waterbury
(22%, 4,375 youths), Hartford (17%, 4,683 youths), New Haven (14%, 4,688 youths), Western North
(14%, 4,654 youths), and Northwest Hills (13%, 2,064 youths). In absolute terms, New Haven, Hartford,
Western North, and Waterbury have the highest numbers of disconnected youth. An additional
five PUMAs have higher per capita rates of disconnection than the statewide average of 10%:
Shoreline Southeastern (13%), Bridgeport (12%), Naugatuck Valley North (12%), Naugatuck Valley
South (12%), and Capitol West (11%). Capitol East, Northeastern Planning Region and Stafford, New
Haven, South Central East, Naugatuck Valley South, Bridgeport Suburban, and Western North all
saw increases over 50% (and in some cases above 100%) in the number of disconnected youth in
2024 from 2023.



While there are potential explanations for the net increase in the disconnected count from 2023 to
2024, including an overall increase in the number of youth (ages 14-26) in the state and a
decrease in the post-secondary entrance rate among the state’s publicly funded high school
student body, some of the fluctuations in the counts and rates of disconnected youth may be
driven by the underlying data source’s sampling margins of error. As a result, stakeholders should
focus on sustained, multi-year trends in the count of disconnected youth, rather than year-to-
year changes, and how they correlate with concurrent education and employment trends.

Total Disconnection Rate
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Figure 4: Percentage of youth considered “disconnected” across Public Use Microdata Areas (ACS 1-Year
estimates, see acronyms in table below)
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Total

PUMA GIS Name Disconnection
Rate

BSP Bridgeport Suburban 9%
BTP Bridgeport Town 12%
CEP Capitol East 4%
Cwp Capitol West %
CRNP Connecticut River North 9%
EHMVTP | East Hartford, Manchester & Vernon Towns 10%
GWRHNTP | Glastonbury, Wethersfield, Rocky Hill &

Newington Towns 9%
HTP Hartford Town 17%
ISP Inland Southeastern 10%
LCRVP Lower Connecticut River Valley 6%
NVNP Naugatuck Valley North 12%
NVSP Naugatuck Valley South 12%
NBSNPTP | New Britain, Southington, Berlin & Plainville 10%

Towns
NHTP New Haven Town 14%
NPRSTP Northeastern Planning Region & Stafford

Town 7%
NHP Northwest Hills 13%
NWTP Norwalk & Westport Towns 5%
SSP Shoreline Southeastern 13%
SCEP South Central East 8%
SCNP South Central North 10%
SCWp South Central West 4%
SGTP Stamford & Greenwich Towns 9%
WTP Waterbury Town 22%
WCP Western Central 3%
WNP Western North 14%

1



Students At-Risk of Not Graduating High School

High school students enrolled in Connecticut Public Schools were defined as being at-risk of not
graduating high school if they had low attendance, behavioral incidents, or failed to meet credit
attainment goals. The CSDE is applying the criteria established by 2023 Connecticut’s Unspoken
Crisis report to current data to estimate the number of at-risk students in 2024-25.

The 2023 report establishes the following three criteria for high school students who are at
heightened risk of not graduating high school: Attendance, Behavior, and Credits. They are often
referred to as the A-B-C in some early warning literature.

Attendance Behavior

N

Credits

Figure 5: Three “At-Risk” Factors

1. ATTENDANCE - At-risk due to low attendance: In 9" and 10*" grades, students are at-risk
due to low attendance if they attended fewer than 90% of the school days in which they
were enrolled. In 11" and 12*" grades, students are at-risk due to low attendance if they
attended fewer than 85% of the school days in which they were enrolled.

2. BEHAVIOR - At-risk due to behavioral incidents: A student is at-risk due to behavioral
incidents if they have one or more serious incidents, bullying incidents, or an incident
that results in expulsion, out-of-school suspension, in-school suspension, or a bus
suspension during the school year.

3. CREDITS - At-risk due to low credit accumulation: A student is at-risk due to low credit
accumulation if they fail to meet the state’s statutory minimum credit requirements for
graduation in a given year (at least 20 credits for the class of 2022 and prior, and at
least 25 credits starting with the class of 2023).


https://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20190918_EGC_EWSManual_Final2.pdf

Methodology

The data sources used for these analyses are the following:

e Public School Information System (PSIS) October and June Collections (enroliment,
attendance)

 PSIS Registration (student entry/exit)

e EDI66 (disciplinary offenses)

e Teacher-Course-Student (TCS) for credit accumulation.

The end of year PSIS June collection is the basis for determination of low attendance. Students in
the class of 2022 and earlier needed 20 credits to graduate whereas students in the class of 2023
and after needed 25 high school credits to graduate.® All students in high school grades are
included regardless of their age.

CSDE estimated the percentage of students who were enrolled in 9" grade in 2017-18, 2018-19 and
2019-20 who eventually graduated with a regular high school diploma. Students who exited
Connecticut Public Schools by moving to another state or country or withdrawing to home school
or private school were removed from this calculation since they can no longer be expected to
graduate from a Connecticut public school.

CSDE also calculated the percentage of students in 12" grade who graduated with a regular high
school diploma in that year. No students were removed from this calculation as all students were
enrolled in June of their 12*" grade year.

Results

Number of At-Risk Students
Figures 6 and 7 below show the counts of at-risk students in Connecticut public schools each year
since the 2017-18 school year. The data for years up to and including 2023-24 are from the Data

Dashboard Workbook calculated for the 2024 report using data provided by CSDE that was also
matched with other agency data through DatalinkCT. Data for school year 2024-25 was
calculated by CSDE.
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https://portal.ct.gov/datapolicy/-/media/datapolicy/p20-win/reports/disconnectedatriskyouthdashboarddata2024-1.ods?sc_lang=en&rev=d66defad5b3845d696b37c89d052f6a0&hash=6CA864973357AE52B7B827E23A54177E
https://portal.ct.gov/datapolicy/-/media/datapolicy/p20-win/reports/disconnectedatriskyouthdashboarddata2024-1.ods?sc_lang=en&rev=d66defad5b3845d696b37c89d052f6a0&hash=6CA864973357AE52B7B827E23A54177E

Estimated count of severely off-track, off-track, and
at-risk high school students in CT (in thousands)
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Figure 6: Count of severely off-track, off-track, and at-risk high school students (2017-2018 to 2024-2025)
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Figure 7: Count of high school students with absences, behavioral incidents, and behind on credits flags
(2017-18 to 2024-2025) in thousands

Out of 160,905 high-school students enrolled in June 2025, 45,615 (28.4%) were at-risk due to low
attendance, behavioral incidents, and/or insufficient credit accumulation. This is the lowest
percentage since the 2021-22 year but still higher than the pre-pandemic level of around 22%.
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These aggregations provide another description of the students identified as at-risk. Trends for

the above three aggregations are presented in Figure 7.

Estimated percentage of at-risk students in CT
(inthousands)
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Figure 8: Estimated percentage of at-risk students in CT (2017-18 to 2024-25)

Instead of looking at select at-risk indicators (e.g., attendance, behavior, credit accumulation) in
isolation or through such groupings, the CSDE’s Early Indication Tool (EIT) (described later in this

report) uses sophisticated statistical methods that account for the interplay between these and
many other at-risk factors (e.g., attendance, disciplinary incidents, core course failures, test
scores, grade retention, unanticipated school moves).

Over 70% of At-Risk Students Graduate From High School

Students who are at-risk are more likely to graduate than not. Of the at-risk students in 12*" grade
in 2024, 76.4% graduated that year. A separate longitudinal analysis of students who were enrolled
in 9" grade in any year of the three school years of 2017-18, 2018-19, or 2019-20 shows that 73.1% of
those at-risk students went on to graduate from high school.

Students who Left Mid-Year

Since the at-risk analysis only included students who were enrolled in both October and June
snapshots in 2024-25, the CSDE did an additional analysis to examine the students who were
enrolled in October but left Connecticut Public Schools before the end of the year in June.

In the 2024-25 school year, there were 4,510 students who were enrolled in October but not
enrolled in June. Of those 4,510 students, over 60 percent (2,730 students) either graduated early

15


https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/eit_rationale_methods_and_results.pdf

(689 students or 15.3%), transferred to homeschooling (621 students or 13.8%), transferred to a
private school (112 students or 2.5%), or moved out of Connecticut (1,308 students or 29.0%).
Unfortunately, 29 students (0.6%) were reported as having died.

Of the remaining 1,751 students (38.8% of all mid-year exiters) who otherwise left Connecticut
Public Schools without a high school diploma, 905 (20.1% of all mid-year exiters) transferred to the
high school credit diploma program, a GED program, or some other postsecondary education
program. The remaining 846 students either discontinued schooling or moved and were not
known to be continuing. It would be expected that the students who remained in Connecticut
would be represented in the ACS estimates for disconnected youth.

Approximately 280 students or 6.3% of all 4,510 mid-year exiters in 2024-25 had already reentered
Connecticut public schools as of December 15, 2025. This return rate could grow in the months

ahead as more students return to Connecticut public schools.

Efforts underway to reduce the at-risk population

While prior reports were developed by an outside entity and instituted as an annual report in
statute in PA 24-45, CSDE has several well-established efforts to track and support students
considered at-risk. In the sections that follow, there are highlights and recognition of this work and

its impact.

Existing CSDE Metrics and Supports

The declining trends in the number of students at-risk are not surprising to CSDE or CT school
districts. CSDE has used numerous metrics to track and report student at-risk status for many
years prior to the conception of the 2023 Connecticut’s Unspoken Crisis report. The CSDE couples
these metrics with an array of supports for districts that are designed to increase student success.

Some of these metrics and supports are described below.

1. Tracking Chronic Absenteeism and Supporting Engagement: The CSDE has been tracking
and reporting student attendance and chronic absenteeism for over a decade.
Furthermore, since September 2020, the CSDE has also been tracking attendance monthly.
The Attendance Dashboard (see Figure 9 below) on the data portal EdSight had already
shown a declining trend in chronic absenteeism when the dashboard was updated in
August 2025 with the 2024-25 attendance data.



https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/attendance-dashboard?language=en_US
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Figure 9: EdSight Attendance Dashboard

The monthly attendance data for the current year, i.e, 2025-26, show that attendance for
October and November were the best ever since the CSDE began tracking this in
September 2020 (see Figure 10).

17



YTD Chronic Absence (%) ¥YTD Average Daily Attendance »

Selected Group (Monthly)
—p 2| Sridents

State of Connecticut
ate-Level

Figure 10: YTD Chronic Absence in October and November for the past four years

The EdSight Secure portal, which is accessible to authorized users in districts and schools,
provides educators with actionable data. “Attendance Alert Lists” provide users with lists of
students who were “Absent more than 5 days in the month”, “Chronically absent in the
month/year”, as well as “Change in attendance from the prior month.”

Numerous initiatives support districts with improving student attendance. These include the
evidence-based’ supportive home visitation program called the Learner Engagement and
Attendance Program (LEAP) or the Talk Tuesdays biweekly virtual gatherings that bring
together educators, school staff, community partners, and leaders from across the state to
explore practical, research-based strategies for improving student attendance and
engagement.

Tracking Student Discipline and Supporting Reductions in Exclusionary Discipline: The
CSDE has been tracking and reporting on student discipline data for around two decades.
Since 2013, the CSDE has also reported formally on student discipline to the State Board of
Education, not only on the prevalence of student discipline, but also on efforts to reduce
exclusionary discipline. Reports on EdSight provide suspension rates at a student-level,
disciplinary incidents by incident type (e.g., Fighting, Weapons), and sanctions such as
suspension and expulsion. Districts are also grouped into tiers based on

suspension/expulsion data including high suspension rates or high disproportionality
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https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/suspension-rates/district-tiers-based-on-suspension-expulsion-data?language=en_US#related-links
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/suspension-rates/district-tiers-based-on-suspension-expulsion-data?language=en_US#related-links
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/suspension-rates
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/suspension-rates/incidents
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/suspension-rates/sanctions
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/suspension-rates/district-tiers-based-on-suspension-expulsion-data?language=en_US
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/suspension-rates/district-tiers-based-on-suspension-expulsion-data?language=en_US

between Black or Hispanic and White students (see Figure 11). The tiers serve as the basis for
targeting intervention and support.

District Tiers Based on Suspension Expulsion Data

See related links.
Districts are grouped into fiers based on the following criteria (see methodology document for additional information.)
- [NBM - Consistently High Suspension Rates (may also have high disproportionality): Overall, Black or African American, or Hispanic/Latine suspension rate ESH98 in 2 recent
years
« Tier 3 - Consistently High Disproporiionality: Mot in Tier 4 AND either Black or African American or Hispanic/Latino RRI =3 in 2 recent years.
« Tier 2 - Consistently Medium Dispropertionality: Not in Tiers 4 or 3 AND either Black or African American or Hispanic/Latino RR1 =2 in 2 recent years

« Tiéi - Low Suspension Rate/Disproportionality: All other districts

-
Year | 2024-25 w Tier: [All Tiers v District: ~ m

Discipline Tiers Results
2024-25, All Tiers

Your search returned 201 results).
Export .csv file

Export formatted .xIsx file

Suspension Rate for Black or Suspension Rate for Overall Relative Risk Index (RRI} for Relative Risk Index (RRI) for
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Amistad Academy District Tier 1 52 8.4 . 28 25 50 12 15 . 07
Andaver Schaol District Tier 1 . . . . 08 20

Ansonia School District Tier 1 141 123 122 10.2 1.8 LX) 18 2.3 16 18
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Figure 11: District Tiers Report

3. Oon-Track to High School Graduation in Grade 9: This metric is based on credit
accumulation and is grounded in landmark research conducted by the Chicago
Consortium of School Research. It is also Indicator 7 of Connecticut’s Next Generation

Accountability System. It is the percentage of students who are “on-track” to high school
graduation at the end of Grade 9. Prior to 2021-22, the standard was at least five credits
earned in Grade 9. Effective 2021-22, this standard was increased to at least 6 credits to
align with evolving state minimum graduation requirements. These trends are also
improving after significant declines during the pandemic (see Figure 12).
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https://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/track-indicator-predictor-high-school-graduation
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Figure 12: On-Track to high school graduation in Grade 9

4. Early Indication Tool: The Early Indication Tool (EIT) is a system developed by CSDE to

identify students who may need additional support to meet academic milestones. Instead
of looking at select at-risk indicators (e.g. attendance, behavior, credit accumulation) in
isolation or other arbitrary aggregations, the EIT models use sophisticated statistical
methods that account for the interplay between various at-risk factors. In addition to
attendance, disciplinary incidents, and core course failures, EIT also looks at test scores,
grade retention, unanticipated school moves, among other items to predict the likelihood
of students reaching particular milestones.

The EIT predicts the likelihood of students reaching one of the following four milestones that
are most appropriate to the respective grade band in which the student is enrolled:

e Studentsin Grades 1-3: 3" Grade ELA Proficiency on the Smarter Balanced

e Students in Grades 4-6: 6" Grade ELA and Math Proficiency on the Smarter Balanced
e Students in Grades 7-9: On-Track in High School Graduation (described earlier)

e Students in Grades 10-12: Meeting assessment and course-passing benchmarks

Based on the likelihood of achieving that outcome, students are assigned to one of three
support levels: Low, Medium, or High. The EIT aims to facilitate timely interventions and
improve student engagement and outcomes by providing color-coded longitudinal data
and visualizations in EdSight Secure. See Figure 13.
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https://edsight.ct.gov/relatedreports/eit_rationale_methods_and_results.pdf
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Figure 13: Early Indication Tool Student Roster Sample Grades 10-12

5. Longitudinal Student Data: In addition to the EIT report, district and school users also have
access to the Student Summary Report which provides comprehensive historical,
longitudinal student data in EdSight Secure for any student who is currently enrolled in their
district. Authorized users of EdSight Secure get access to historical information within 24
hours after the student enrolls in their district! This includes information about student
enrollment, attendance, special education or English learner status, disciplinary incidents,
courses and grades, and test scores. See Figure 14 for screenshots of six sample reports for
a single student from the Student Summary Report.
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Figure 14: Screenshots from the Student Summary Report in EdSight Secure for a Single Student

Additional Examples of Efforts to Increase Student Engagement
The CSDE has championed many efforts to increase engagement of students in high school.

e Connecticut’s high school graduation requirements are among the least prescriptive in the
entire country. Instead of traditional prescriptive requirements (e.g., 4 English, 4 Math, 3
Science), the broad buckets of Humanities and STEM in Connecticut’s requirements give
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ample latitude for school districts to design and implement course pathways that meet the
diverse needs and interests of students.

CSDE awarded $3.8 million to 89 school districts and nearly $5 million to public and private
institutions of higher education to increase the percentage of students earning academic-
and/or career-oriented college credit in high school. As a result of these investments,
course completions increased by over 50 percent from 30,653 in 2018-19 to 46,344 in 2024-
25.

A new registry of industry recognized credentials, established in collaboration with
education, workforce, and business partners, to help build programs that guide students
toward career pathways that align with real-world job opportunities.®
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Conclusion & Next Steps

This report updates the total number of disconnected and at-risk youth in 2024. While there is an
increase in the estimated count of disconnected youth, there are considerable efforts underway
to support students at-risk of disconnection while they are still enrolled in secondary school.

The number of at-risk high school students in Connecticut public schools continues to decline. In
2024-25, 45,615 (28.4%) were at-risk due to low attendance, behavioral incidents, and/or
insufficient credit accumulation. This is the lowest percentage since the 2021-22 year but still
higher than the pre-pandemic level of around 22%. Over 70 percent of students who are at-risk go
on to graduate from high school with a regular high school diploma.

The declining trends in the number of students at-risk should not be surprising. CSDE has used
numerous metrics to track and report student at-risk status for many years prior to the
conception of the 2023 Connecticut’s Unspoken Crisis Report. These include annual and monthly
attendance, student discipline including a system for tiering districts, and on-track to high school
graduation in 9" grade — a research-based indicator.

Additionally, instead of looking at at-risk factors in isolation or through rough aggregations, the
CSDE's Early Indication Tool uses sophisticated statistical methods that account for the interplay
between various at-risk factors including attendance, disciplinary incidents, core course failures,
test scores, grade retention, unanticipated school moves, etc. to identify the level of support (i.e.,
low, medium, or high) that individual students may need to reach particular academic
milestones. These early indications at the individual student level have been available to school
districts through EdSight Secure for over five years. The Student Summary report in EdSight Secure
also provides comprehensive longitudinal educational histories within 24 hours of a student’s
enrollment in that district. This includes students who transfer during the school year, which
provides districts with near-instantaneous data points to ensure they’re addressing the needs of
their newest and often most vulnerable students.

The CSDE couples all its metrics and data with an array of evidence-based support strategies and
initiatives that school districts and partner entities are implementing to increase student
engagement and success in high school.

Despite these continued positive gains in declining at-risk high school students, the number of
youth who were disconnected in CY 2024 increased from 2023 and the economic and labor
market are less rosy in 2025. Connecticut job growth slowed in 2025, the unemployment rate
edged up, and the number of job openings declined. Unemployment remained low and the
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number of job openings remained high by historic standards. However, the rapid pace of job
growth which led to very low unemployment and an extremely high level of job openings in the
first years after the pandemic abated significantly in 2025.

Next steps

The dashboard associated with last year’s report remains available for exploration.® Future
analyses will consider the factors associated with disconnection outcomes and paths to
reconnection using an updated integrated dataset. To unpack the roles of a subset of systems
and factors on youth engagement with education and employment, a future report could focus
on at-risk status for Connecticut publicly funded high school students and look at the
disconnection status of students one year after they leave high school.

Of specific interest is the path to reconnection that youth who disconnect or are at-risk of
disconnection take when they return to postsecondary employment and education. The previous
report included an exploration of students one year after they left high school to explore their
connection to employment or education. A future report could explore how students who are
“newly disconnected” one year after high school ultimately reconnect to employment or
education. Understanding whether and when youth reconnect to these institutions sheds light on
the possibilities local and state programs have to re-engage young people who are
disconnected.
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Endnotes

' The publication of the 2023 Connecticut’s Unspoken Crisis report (hereafter DR-0043) led to a groundswell of
public interest in the topic. The 2023 report highlighted that approximately 1in 5 young people aged 14 to 26 were
disconnected from employment and education institutions or at-risk of disconnection in 2021-2022. This public
act mandates the publication of this report on an annual basis, starting 2025, using the same definitions and
data models as the 2023 report (DR-0043).

2 Causation analysis would require additional analytical efforts beyond the crosstab analyses used to produce
exhibits in this report.

% Informed by Gap Year Association estimates, approximately 400 to 600 young people take gap years per year in
Connecticut, assuming distribution of youth taking gap years across states reflects distribution of all 14-26 year
olds not in school in recent years.

4 Based on 2021-2023 ACS PUMS data, an estimated 500 to 800 disconnected young people per year in
Connecticut have post-secondary credential, are not in the labor force, reside in households with children age of
17 or under, and did not actively look for work in the past 4 weeks.

® 2020 estimate was not available due to sampling challenges during the COVID pandemic.

¢ Different benchmarks are set for credit accrual, based on a student’s projected graduation year. The projected
graduation year is based on the grade level of the student at the end of the year (June). If a student is retained in
a grade, their projected graduation year is adjusted. For example, a student who is in 9" grade in 2018-19, has a
projected graduation year of 2022. If that student is retained in 9" grade for the following year, in 2019-20, their
projected graduation year will be 2023, and they will be held to the higher credit standard (in this case, 12 credits
for the two years). A student is marked as “off track” if they meet the following criteria:

- For students projected to graduate in or after spring 2023:
o 1full year of enroliment, (9" grade), less than 6 credits
o 2 full years of enroliment (1ot grode), less than 12 credits

o 3full years of enrollment (11" grade), less than 18 credits
o 4full years of enroliment (12t grade), less than 25 credits
o More than 4 years of enroliment, any amount of credits

- For students projected to graduate before spring 2023:

1 full year of enroliment, (9t grode), less than 5 credits

2 full years of enroliment (1ot grode), less than 10 credits
3 full years of enrollment (11" grade), less than 15 credits
4 full years of enroliment (12t grode), less than 20 credits
More than 4 years of enroliment, any amount of credits

o O O O O

7 Rigorous research studies in multiple years show that students who receive a home visitation demonstrate
double-digit improvements in their attendance six to nine months after the first visit.

8 This registry can be accessed at this website: Industry Recognized Credentials.

° This dashboard can be accessed at https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/gzn3-zw3n.

'© CCEH is the lead agency. Nutmeg Consulting, Inc. is the HMIS system administrator.
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