
 

GIS Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 

July 9, 2026 

1:00pm - 2:30pm 

 

Members present: Alfredo Herrera (OPM), Stuart DeLand (DEEP , Elizabeth Congo (DOT), Dan Czaja 
(DESPP), Gary Archambault (DPH), Erik Snowden (CRCOG), Mark Hoover (MetroCOG), John 
Guszkowski (CCM),Tracy DeGrazia (CCM), Emily Wilson (UConn) 

Absent: Scott Gaul (OPM), Peter Sampiere (United Illuminating), Meghan McGaffin (General 
Assembly) 

Start time: 1:01 PM 

 

Introductions and Attendance 

• Welcome from Alfredo Herrera 
• Attendance 

 

Council Administration 

• None 

 

GIS Office staff update 

• Introduction of new GIS analyst joined the GIS Office approximately 45 days earlier, bringing 
the Office back to full staffing capacity. 

 

Addressing Guidance (Ashley Benitez) 

• Addressing guidance for state agencies has been published as a living document 
• Not many changes from the previous version  
• Talks about privacy aspects (Suppression handling) 

o Discuss address type 
o Outline address schema per type 
o Recommend address standards 
o Reviews Privacy Issues 

• Invites members to continue providing feedback 



 
 

 

2026 Parcel Data Submission and Grants Update (Ashley Benitez) 

• Parcel and CAMA submissions have improved 
• Almost full submission from the state 
• Improvements in match rates from last year  
• Submission deadlines have shifted from May 1 and July 1 to September 1 and October 1 

 

Parcel and CAMA grants (Ashley Benitez) 

• Thank you to council of governments  
• Focused on recency updates 
• Condo digitization 
• TD: Across the state how municipalities handle condo mains ? 

o AB: Going to be a larger conversation. There have been different approaches to this 
problem.  

 

2026 Imagery Acquisition Update (Alfredo Herrera) 

• Lidar pilot data is expected soon  
• Pilot review areas are Wilton and Norwalk  
• Pilot deliverables are point cloud, DEMs (Digital Elevation Models), intensity raster, preliminary 

2d building footprints, difference raster for 2023 and 2026 

Will have more information between the difference between 2023 and 2026 

• The statewide orthophotography pilot deliverable is expected shortly after the LiDAR pilot.  
• Two imagery pilot areas are being reviewed: the Wilton/Norwalk area and an area near the 

University of Hartford. The review will help assess vegetation conditions, limitations, and 
potential uses of the data 

• review will help assess vegetation conditions, limitations, and potential uses of the data  
• Sarah Hurley: impervious surface up on the Geo Data Portal and on CT ECO 
• JH: will this be available to us, to compare data 

o AH: 2023 data is already available through the Geo Data Portal or CT ECO and offered 
to coordinate on specific deliverable needs. 

• Deliveries for 2026 data are expected to begin in mid-August and continue through 
approximately November, with completion anticipated by December  

Update on 3DHP and PA25-33 (Sarah Hurley) 



 
 

• Bond Commission funding was approved for Connecticut’s 3D Hydrography Program work 
o funding will support statewide 3DHP development, data publication, and statewide 

one-meter land cover through NOAA’s Coastal Change Analysis Program 
• Data publication 
• Statewide land cover through NOAA C-CAP (NOAA Coastal Change Analysis Program) 
• Joint funding agreement waiting for edits and approvals 
• 3DEP data: CT waiting to be accepted, 2 corrections, 2 submitted, one in progress 

Culvert and bridges (Sarah Hurley) 

• Building statewide data set of all bridges and culverts 
• Developing data specifications for what is expected for the mandate 
• Leverage other programs to try and identify more bridges and culvert for verification 
• Preliminary aggregation of data Some overlaps  
• Issues with data: Mixed geometry types, inconsistent line usage, Duplicate features, Location 

mismatches for same structure 
• Asking for Culvert alignment 
• culvert over 6 feet considered a bridge 
• Bridges asking for a polygon 
• Culvert and bridge specifications will have specification document, Spreadsheet with details, 

FGDB with all currently available data and will be prepopulate wherever the office can. 
• Working to build out a full statewide dataset 
•  

Next steps:  

• Continuing conversation with subject matter experts 
• Sending out documentation to the COGs 
• Setting up a Submission Collection Mechanism 
• First annual collection is MAY 2028  

 
• Working to build out a full statewide dataset 

 

Housing Bill Data Tools (Sarah Hurley) 

• New Housing hub site launched last week 
• A collection of publicly available housing focused maps and tools 
• Will continue to add to the library as it continues  
• Town Housing Dashboard now lives on the Housing Hub 

PA25-1: 



 
 

• Housing legislation to expand affordable housing and middle housing in Connecticut  
• Developable land inventory : Land that can be developed on commercially reasonable 

assumption 
• Tools for PA25-1: Hub site Developable land inventory, Feature layers, Series of map viewers 
• Data : Step slopes, Public Use Parcels, Vacant Parcels, Open Space Parcels 
• Technical Guidance for developable land:  overview, Analysis use, Statutory definitions, 

methodologies for identifying lands, creating the maps , symbology, FAQ, Change Log 
• JG : eagerly anticipating, well organized, great work by department 
• SH: Thank you 
• MH: agree with john well put together, was concern from COGs about parcel level analysis, 

did a great job 
• AH: Thank you  
• Out and live on the site, accepting any good ideas 

Geodata Portal Item Audit (Colin Bergmann) 

• Portal publishing guidelines released in June 2025 
• Dashboard Monitors the adherence to those standards 
• Overview of the guidelines, formalize standards, metadata, description, thumbnail, credits, 

tags, valid projections. 
• The audit uses an automated Python script and ArcGIS Online dashboard to review portal 

items for required and suggested publishing standards 
• Rolling out an official draft by the next advisory meeting 
• Python script to check guidelines and gives score 
• Required vs suggested 

o Required checks include: license or credits information, thumbnails, summary 
snippets, valid projections, valid categories, and required Connecticut or CT tags. 

o Suggested checks include: complete standard metadata, updates within the past 
year, additional suggested tags, and description elements such as classification, 
currency, lineage, credits, and scale range. 

• Open for suggestions on categories 
• EW: how the one-year update check would apply to static datasets, such as imagery, that do 

not change after publication? 
o CB: exceptions or a separate flag could be developed 

• EC: using a similar process for CTDOT’s internal portal 
o CB: Offered to share script and dashboard approach 

 

Future Governance: 



 
 

• AH: What kind of problems or guidance can we try and solve, working group, what would you 
have us do? 

o EC: suggested statewide layers for critical social and community infrastructure, 
including schools, fire stations, and police stations Currently geocoding. Community 
would like to have.  

o AB: we’ve discussed this with the emergency management working group. Minor 
discussion with the accessibility for state agencies.  

• MH: any kind of statewide MS-4 mapping and for local datasets, such as open space, where 
local data can improve statewide layers  

• GA: guidance for aggregate non-spatial datasets so that statewide data products include 
useful identifiers, such as FIPS codes or town numbers, to support spatial joins. 

• MH: Town boundary layer work, figuring out some discrepancy 
o AH: municipal boundary authority is complex, including local authority and potential 

judicial resolution of disputes, but said that improved communication with local and 
regional stakeholders could help improve downstream state and federal boundary 
data 

 

Public Comment 

• None 

 

Closing Remarks 

• additional feedback may be provided after the meeting and that the Office is working toward 
an updated strategic planning document for the next Council meeting 

• Thank you for joining us. 

 

Adjourn: 2:32PM 


