c CONNECTICUT Office of Policy and Managment

GIS Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
January 29, 2026

1:00pm - 2:30pm

Members present: Alfredo Herrera (OPM), Scott Gaul (OPM), Elizabeth Congo (DOT), Dan Czaja
(DESPP), Gary Archambault (DPH), Erik Snowden (CRCOG), Tracy DeGrazia (CCM), Emily Wilson
(uConn), Peter Sampiere (United llluminating), Meghan McGaffin (General Assembly)

Absent: Stuart DeLand (DEEP), Mark Hoover (MetroCOG), John Guszkowski (CCM)

Start time: 1:03PM

Introductions and Attendance

e Welcome from Alfredo Herrera
e Attendance

Council Administration
Parcel Drafting Guidelines (Ashley Benitez)

e Thanks to Parcel Drafting Working Group members
e We've made changes from the original.
o Updated the title
o Mostimprovements in restructuring and clarifications
o Clear recommendations
+ Different levels of users, encompass that in the language
e Content reviewed by external reviewers for feedback. Received positive feedback.
e Recent changes to 4.2 and 4.5, regarding parcel fabric.
¢ Meghan McGaffin: some comments about edits for the document. Shouldn't affect the
adoption of the document right now. Accepting the document and adjusting it would give
credibility to the fact that it's a living document.
e Motion to vote on approval of document.
¢ Document approved by vote of council.
e Please send last comments and edits for the document.

450 Capitol Avenue t. 1 m
Hartford, CT 06106 ct.go /0p

Phone: 860-418-6500



GISO Priority Topics and Working Group Updates
CT GIS Office 2025 Annual Report (Alfredo Herrera)

e GIS Office activities and coordination
e Posted to the website

Imagery Acquisition Working Group (Alfredo Herrera)

e Originally the first working group created with the GIS Advisory Council
e 2026 acquisition is on schedule. Waiting for weather.
¢ Received impervious cover data, they are making some corrections and adjustments. Will
publish it and make publicly available.
e Reactivating the working group. Need to have discussions about what comes next.
o The last flights have been successful.
o Need to secure funding and identify collaborations.
o If you're interested in being involved, reach out.
o Next flight is 2029.
¢ Meghan McGaffin: Original working group had a list of how other states fund their GIS
programs and initiatives like this. That document is somewhere. Good reference point.
o Emily Wilson: We do have that information somewhere. From the GIS Office's
relationship with NSGIC, might have more information now.
e We've learned a lot through NSGIC on this topic from our counterpart state programs and
federal programs. Many possibilities.
e Will try to plan a meeting about this soon.
e Erik Showden: Have other states been able to harness the needs of the utility’s community?
o Alfredo Herrera: Some are able to do this or go in different directions (AZ got funding
from Pepsi Co). Worth looking into other partners.

Housing Bill Data Tools Update (Sarah Hurley)

e PA 25-1has been signed into law, municipalities will have to develop and submit housing
growth plans and annual progress reports

e Work is still in development. The GIS Office will be proving mapping standards for submitted
reports and statewide data tools to be used to determine developable land.

e Main objective from GIS Office is to supper municipalities and COGs by providing tools and
resources that help them do this work
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e Determination of developable land should stay with the community. Communities have
different values. Avoiding a kitchen sink tool. All tools and data will be public, anyone can
review it. Deadline of July 1, but the project will continue to evolve.

¢ The Mapping standards are due March 1, integrated with other reporting guidance. This is in
progress.

¢ The data tools are due July 1, this will live in a Hub site that we're developing.

o Hub site will be a general website for spatial housing data, relevant applications, and
housing studies.

o Itwillinclude data library of relevant datasets with project specific collections, external
links to relevant housing topics, other GIS housing resources we've developed, and
dedicated space for housing bill items.

e Housing Bill section of the site will have:

o Data library (statewide datasets only, not local)

o high-level thematic map viewers (intended for policymakers to develop talking points
on the information)

o scenario-based analyses (written guidance that go into depth about specific
contexts, like urban, rural, or suburban areas, intended for GIS professionals who are
doing the analysis)

e Feedback from council

o Make sure map viewers are printable, widget to add their own data, map templates

o GIS Office should have land use classification standards

» Similar issue with zoning too.
= There had been a lot of discussion on this.

o CT Municipal Development Authority: study looking at developable property within

towns, local level, across the state. Transit oriented development areas.

3DHP (Alfredo Herrera, Sarah Hurley)

e Tentative scope of work

e Working with internal working groups to decide what enhancements of data we will get.
Several options. Collaborating with neighboring states (like Rhode Island) to get a better
understanding of what they are purchasing as add ons.

¢ Once this is settled, will move forward with the bond commission.

e 3DHP overlap with PA 25-33 culvert and bridge collection requirement. 3DHP can identify
Elevation Breaching Connectors, which can show potential culvert locations.

e We've identified dataset that are publicly available to us, looking at them together.

e Developing a data schema for culvert/bridge submission. Reviewing existing schemas, need
to consider flood modeling for which attributes to include.
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e Will be reaching out to municipalities and COGs soon to request any culvert data they have,

sending rough cut for input to 3DHP development.

* Based on datasets we've looked at, seeing a lot of variability. Points vs. lines. Location of

culvert,

location of inflow/outflow. Developing a standardized schema will help bring this all

together in a single statewide dataset that can be used for flood modeling.

Public Comment

e Howto
(@]
(@]

@)

submit data requests for layers.
State agencies can reach out to us.
You can request here in the council meeting.
Schools and fire stations requestions.
» State has list of schools with address information, can be geocoded. Would be
a good state service to reference.
» Fire departments are not reported to the state. Maybe state fire marshal gets
a list of all fire departments?
For us to have statewide datg, there needs to be someone to report that data to the
state.
We maintain an inventory of state buildings, we are going through geocoding that.

Closing Remarks

e Thank you for joining us.

Adjourn: 2:17PM
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