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Overview
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Key Provisions:
• Such database shall indicate which businesses are certified as Small Business Enterprises (SBE) and Minority 

Business Enterprises (MBE)
• It shall also indicate the industry and geographic location of each contractor, and any other information 

concerning their availability
• The database is to be posted on OPM website and updated annually (in partnership with DAS & CHRO)

Use Cases:
• DAS will use the database to provide a preliminary report setting annual Small Business spending allocation 

goals by industry (by June 30)
• Based on the report, agencies (state, municipal, and quasi-public) set annual, contract-specific spending 

allocation goals aligned with availability data by industry (Starting July 1)
• The database will ensure visibility for transparency and monitoring of state contracts

Mandate: Pursuant to Sec. 200 of PA 25-168, “Not later than January 1, 2026, the Chief Data Officer or a 
designee of the Chief Data Officer, in consultation with the Commissioner of Administrative Services and the 
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities, shall create a database of available contractors in each 
industry category”



Primary Data Sources for the Database
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1). Baseline data: All “Active” businesses in the Secretary of the State (SOTS) Business Registry
Why? 

• Serves as the official record of all registered business entities in the State of Connecticut
• Indicates the status of a registered business in the state (Active, Forfeited, Dissolved, Revoked, etc.)
• Indicates the sub-status of all active businesses, showing which ones are current, overdue or delinquent in filing their 

annual reports

Why?

• Serves as the official source for all certified Small Businesses in Connecticut
➢ SBEs are Connecticut-based, independently-operated businesses registered as small in the System for Award 

Management (SAM)
➢ Some SBEs also qualify as MBEs and include businesses owned by racial or ethnic minorities, women, and persons with 

disabilities, as defined in C.G.S. 32-9
• Utilized to indicate certified small businesses in the contractor database

3). Complementary data II: Small Business Certification Directory (CT Gateway)

2). Complementary data I: CT Geodata Portal (Town to Planning Region Crosswalk)
Why? 

• Serves as a data source for an additional column on geographic location, indicating the CT Council of Government’s 
Planning Region, which is the Census County equivalent, for all active businesses with a CT address

https://geodata.ct.gov/datasets/9ed6837e03f94bacafa53c506f464c61_0/explore?location=41.516467%2C-72.761757%2C8&showTable=true


Additional Data 
Sources for the 
Database
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To provide additional information on the activity 
level of all “Active” businesses or firms in the State, 
we also collected contractor data from 12 other 
state agencies and municipal data systems

Data Source Definition
1. The State of CT Vendor Payment List (Core-CT) Official record of vendors that have received payment for goods or services provided to state 

agencies
2. Registered CT Source Vendor List Lists vendors registered in the state’s procurement system to conduct business with the state

3. Bidder CT Source Vendor List Identifies firms that have not only registered on CT Source, but also submitted bids or proposals 

4. Construction Contracts Awarded File (DAS) Documents firms awarded state construction contracts through the Department of 
Administrative Services (DAS)

5. CTDOT Contracts List Lists firms that have held contracts with the CT Department of Transportation (DOT)

6. Prequalified List of CTDOT Vendors Includes a list of pre-qualified firms by CTDOT as meeting required technical and financial 
qualifications

7. DAS Construction Subcontractor data Identifies firms that have performed subcontracting construction work with the DAS

8. DOT Subcontractor data Identifies firms that have performed subcontracting work with the DOT

9. City of Bridgeport Certified Vendor List Lists vendors certified by the City of Bridgeport as eligible to contract with the city

10. City of Hartford Certified Vendor List Lists vendors certified by the City of Hartford as eligible to contract with the city

11. City of New Haven Certified Vendor List Lists vendors certified by the City of New Haven as eligible to contract with the city

12. The State of CT E-Licensing data (Businesses only) Contains records of firms holding active professional or trade licenses issued by the State of CT



Process Flow for Creating the Database
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Each row in the database 
comprised of the following:

• A unique, active business entity in the 
SOTS Business Registry

We matched business names 
between the SOTS registry 

and other data sources using 
the following approaches:

• Exact matching using business names 
between the baseline SOTS dataset of 
all active businesses and other data 
sources

• Fuzzy matching based on business 
name similarity to improve the match 
rate beyond exact matching

Columns in the database 
include the following:

• Thirteen (13) data fields from the SOTS 
Registry providing information on 
businesses, including geographic 
location and industry classification

• Two (2) additional geographic data 
fields from the CT Geodata Portal’s 
Town to Planning Region Crosswalk, 
indicating the Official Town/City Name 
and the Planning Region of businesses 
with a CT address

• Three (3) data fields from the Small 
Business Certification Directory 
identifying businesses certified as SBEs 
and MBEs

• One (1) data field flagging businesses 
that matched in at least one of the 12 
additional data sources



Detailed List of All Data Fields in the Database
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Data Field Data Source Description
1). Business ID SOTS Business Registry A unique SOTS identifier assigned to a business entity
2). Business Name SOTS Business Registry Name of the business entity
3). Business Status SOTS Business Registry Indicates whether the business is active or not

4). Business Sub-status SOTS Business Registry Provides further description on the status of active businesses

5). Business Type SOTS Business Registry Shows the legal structure of the business (LLC, CORP, etc.)
6). Business Address 
      {Street; City; Zip Code; State} SOTS Business Registry The complete physical address of the business

7). CT Official Town/City Name CT Geodata Portal (Town to Planning Region Crosswalk)
OPM-DAPA GIS Crosswalk Data

The official town or city name indicating the geographic location of 
businesses with a CT address

8). CT Planning Region CT Geodata Portal (Town to Planning Region Crosswalk) The Planning Region (County Equivalent) of businesses with a CT address 

9). Business Email Address SOTS Business Registry The email address associated with the business

10). Citizenship/Domiciled SOTS Business Registry Citizenship of the business (Domestic/Foreign)

11). Date of Registration SOTS Business Registry The date the business was officially registered in the State

12). State or Territory of Formation SOTS Business Registry State or territory where business was formed

13). NAICS Code
     {6-digits; 5-digits; 4-digits; 3-digits; 2-digits}

SOTS Business Registry
2022 NAICS Industry Classification Database An industry classification code associated with the type of business activity

14). NAICS Title
      {6-digits; 5-digits; 4-digits; 3-digits; 2-digits}

SOTS Business Registry 
2022 NAICS Industry Classification Database

Description of the industry classification code describing the type of 
business activity

15). SOTS Minority Tag
        {Race-Owned; Women-Owned; Disability-Owned} SOTS Business Registry Indicates Yes/No to show the minority tag of the MBE certified businesses 

(Race, Gender, Disability)

16). SBE Certification Tag Small Business Certification Directory (CT Gateway) Indicates whether the business has any official DAS small business 
certifications (SBE or MBE)

17). SBE Certification Expiration Date Small Business Certification Directory (CT Gateway) Displays the expiration date of the SBE and MBE certifications

18). MBE Minority Tag Description Small Business Certification Directory (CT Gateway) Provides description of the minority tags (Woman-owned, Black-owned, 
Black American Women Owned, etc.)

19) Flagged in any of the 12 additional data sources SOTS Business Registry
Additional Data Sources Indicates whether a business exists in any of the 12 additional data sources



Conclusion
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▪ The use of names other than the official business name in the SOTS Registry prevented some businesses 
from being matched in other data sources, resulting in "No Flag" status

▪ Active businesses that are behind in filing their annual report with the Secretary of the State will not have a 
"Current" sub-status

▪ Businesses with incorrect or missing addresses in the SOTS Registry will not match in the “CT Official 
Town/City Name” and “CT Planning Region columns”

Caveats

▪ January 2026: The Office of Policy and Management shall publish the contractor database on its website

▪ By June 30, 2026: The DAS Commissioner shall provide each state agency with a preliminary report setting small 
business spending goals by industry, based on database information, for the 12-month period beginning July 1 of 
that year

▪ Starting July 1, 2026: State agencies shall set annual spending allocation goals for goods and services by industry 
category, following the annual DAS preliminary report on small business spending allocation goals

Immediate Next Steps



For questions, please email 
dapa@ct.gov
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