€ CONNECTICUT

Administrative Services

Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing Sustainable Procurement
Policy Model for State and Local
Government

Purpose & Objectives of the Policy

1. Purpose

The State of Connecticut acknowledges that the procurement decisions
made by its employees and contractors have a substantial impact on
the environment. This policy (effective January 1, 2026) encourages the
use of environmentally sustainable products and services,
demonstrating the state’s commitment to environmental, economic,
and equitable governance while maintaining fiscal responsibility. The
purpose of this document is to establish a framework for an
environmentally preferable purchasing (EPP) program for Connecticut’s
state and municipal governments that complies with Public Act 25-125,
Sec. 10, and other relevant state statutes, public acts, and executive

orders listed below when using state contracts.

2. Legal Framework

Connecticut General Statutes

e Sec.4a-59(c). Award of contracts.

e Sec.4b-15a. Cleaning Products in State Buildings.
e Sec.10-231g. Green Cleaning Programs at Schools.
e Sec.4a-67a.Recyclable and re-manufacturable goods.



https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/pub/chap_058.htm#sec_4a-59
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_059.htm#sec_4b-15a
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2021/pub/chap_170.htm#sec_10-231g
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/pub/chap_058.htm#sec_4a-67a

Sec. 4a-67b. Elimination of disposable and single-use products.

Sec. 4a-67c. Energy standards for equipment and appliances.

Sec. 4a-67d. Fuel efficiency and alternative-fuel vehicles.

Sec. 4a-67e-g. Recycled paper, printing specifications, and toner

cartridge reuse.

Sec. 4a-67h. Procurement of environmentally preferable

products.

Sec. 22a-246d. Plastic beverage container post-consumer

recycled content

Public Acts

Public Acts No. 24-59 - Use of PFAS in certain products.

Public Acts No. 25-125 Sec. 10 — Protection of the Environment and

the Development of Renewable Energy Sources and Associated
Job Sectors.

Executive Orders

Governor Lamont’s Executive Order 1 - Expands the GreenerGov

CT initiative, focusing on GHG emissions, waste, and water
reduction. Section 3(a)(vi) addresses procurement-related
emissions.

Governor Lamont’s Executive Order 21-3 - Requires that by 2023,

DEEP and DAS shall develop a plan and a budget to achieve zero-
GHG emissions for all new construction and major renovations
funded by the state or in facilities owned/operated by the
Executive Branch, targeting construction beginning in fiscal year
2024 and after.


https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/pub/chap_058.htm#sec_4a-67b
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/pub/chap_058.htm#sec_4a-67c
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/pub/chap_058.htm#sec_4a-67d
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/pub/chap_058.htm#sec_4a-67e
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/pub/chap_058.htm#sec_4a-67h
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/sup/chap_446d.htm#sec_22a-246d
https://cga.ct.gov/2024/ACT/PA/PDF/2024PA-00059-R00SB-00292-PA.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/act/pa/pdf/2025PA-00125-R00HB-05004-PA.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/office-of-the-governor/executive-orders/lamont-executive-orders/executive-order-no-1.pdf?rev=7ff9d8e16336427b9d81f4a3336e3fab&hash=3061E7A4D81DF0C7E0BB5C097841EC06
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/office-of-the-governor/executive-orders/lamont-executive-orders/executive-order-no-21-3.pdf

3. Policy Objective

The objective of this policy is to support state and local entities when

making purchasing decisions and preparing contracts and requests for

proposals (RFPs) so that they may:

A.

Minimize waste and prioritize reuse by avoiding single-use
products.

Minimize environmental impacts from pollution, including
greenhouse gases (GHG) and toxins/hazardous products.
Conserve natural resources.

Reduce health and safety risks.

Support national recycling markets by buying products that
contain post-consumer recycled content.

Incorporate sustainable procurement boilerplate language into
specifications for goods and services.

Educate staff on how to buy and promote EPP.

Increase economic benefits and reduce financial risks.

Request vendors to identify products and services that promote
sustainable purchasing and have eco-friendly labels and
standards.

4. Potential Exemptions from Policy

This optional policy does not prevent a state agency or municipality from

purchasing products that do not meet certain green standards or, if such

purchase would interfere with the department's operations. Such

exemptions ensure operational needs are satisfied without undermining

the policy's overall goals, while still maintaining accountability if required

documentation and approval from an authorized representative are

needed. Some common exemptions include, but are not limited to:

Economic feasibility,



e Compliance with technical, engineering, or structural standards,

e Availability of products within a required timeline,

e Practicality of products,

e Emergency preparedness and response,

e Consistency with the agency or departments mission or
operations,

e Consistency with other laws or regulations.

Environmental Sustainability Factors

State and municipalities are encouraged to consider the following
environmental, economic, and social factors in the procurement of products

and services, including, but not limited to:

1. Life cycle, including recyclability, other disposal methods, and end of
life, for a product or service,

Lifecycle GHG emissions, including embodied carbon.

Shipping impacts on the environment,

Pollutant releases and toxins, air emissions, and water pollutants.
Waste generation and waste minimization,

Energy consumption, energy efficiency, and use of renewable energy.
Water Conservation,

Depletion of natural resources,
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Negative human health effects and the environment in the use of the
product or service,

10. Economic benefits and reducing financial risks,

11. Vendor diversity and social equity,

12. Products with eco-friendly standards and labels, such as, but not

limited to, Green Seal and EnergyStar.



Best Practices in Sustainable Procurement

To support EPP policies, purchasers are encouraged to adopt best practices in
sustainable procurement as these practices evolve. The best practices for

current consideration include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Strategy & Policy

a. Establish an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy that
defines the sustainability goals, criteria for supplier selection, and
expectations for all aspects of the procurement process that fit
the needs of the state or municipality.

b. Integrate sustainability criteria into all stages of the procurement
process, from product specifications through contracting,
purchasing, and life-cycle management, including final

disposition.
2. Supplier & Stakeholder Engagement

a. Assess suppliers based on environmental, social and governance
(ESG) practices, such as fair labor, ethical sourcing, and eco-
friendly materials and processes.

b. Engage with suppliers, in accordance with applicable
procurement regulations, to encourage the adoption of long-
term sustainability goals and support environmentally
responsible practices.

c. Engage and train stakeholders and employees, educate and
raise awareness across organizations to foster collaboration
between departments within the state and municipalities to align
with sustainability objectives.



3. Source Reduction

a.

Purchase products that are (i) durable, long-lasting, reusable or
refillable; or (ii) remanufactured, such as toner/printer cartridges
or electronics.

Purchase products with minimum packaging. Where there is
packaging demonstrate preference to reusable, recyclable, or

compostable packaging.

4. Electronics and Appliances

a.

Recycle electronic equipment, including but not limited to
computers, monitors, printers, copiers and fax machines.

Recycle appliances to certified recycling centers that ensure they
are processed according to environmental guidelines.

Donate electronics and/or appliances that are still in good,

working order to charities.

5. Bio-Based Products

a. Purchase of bio-based plastic products that are biodegradable,

compostable, and don’t contain harmful chemicals, such as

bags, film, food and beverage containers, and cutlery.

6. Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Equipment

a. If anindividual vehicle is required, implementation of alternative

fuel fleet vehicles, including, without limitation, consideration of
the use of biodiesel, electric vehicles, hydrogen and Fuel Cell
vehicles, as well as hybrids, except to the extent that the state or
municipality determines that such vehicles would not be
reasonably sufficient to meet their needs.

Use of zero-emission equipment such as battery-powered leaf-
blowers, lawn mowers, and other all-electric alternatives to

traditional fossil-fuel-powered equipment, except to the extent



that the state or municipality determines that such equipment

would not be reasonably sufficient to meet their needs.

7. Toxic/Pollution Reduction

a.

Purchase of cleaning products that meet and/or exceed a third-
party certification standard, such as Green Seal Certification
Standards.

Avoid products that are harmful to the environment and health,
such as, but not limited to, PFAS, VOCs, formaldehyde, lead, PVC,
PCBs and asbestos.

Implementation of an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) policy.
Eliminate and reduce halogenated products and high global
warming potential (GWP) refrigerants.

Purchase of desktop computers, notebooks, and monitors which
meet, at a minimum, all Electronic Product Environmental
Assessment Tool (EPEAT) environmental criteria designated as
“required” as contained in the IEEE 1680 Standard for the

Environmental Assessment of Personal Computer Products.

8. Recycled Content Products

a.

Purchase of printing paper, photocopy paper, plastic trash bags,
janitorial paper products, office furniture, plastic recycling and
waste containers and other non-paper office products,
transportation products such as traffic cones, park and recreation
products, construction products, and landscaping products that
contain no less than the minimum recycled content standards
established by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency

Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines.



9. Deconstruction Materials

a. Salvage materials from, but not limited to, the deconstruction of
buildings, furniture, appliances, and any other materials that can
e reused and recycled.

b. Properly dispose of any hazardous building materials.

10. Landscaping & Hardscaping

a. Use contractors who employ sustainable landscape
management practices for design, construction, and
maintenance, including, but not limited to, integrated pest
management, grass-recycling, drip irrigation, composting, and
use of mulch and compost, remote irrigation, and electric/non-
gas-powered equipment.

b. Use contractors who construct hardscape and landscape
structures in a manner that reduces the need for watering and
herbicides.

c. Purchase plants to minimize waste by choosing species
appropriate to the climate, species that can grow to their natural
size in the space allotted them, and perennials rather than
annuals for color if possible. Native and drought-tolerant plants
that require little to no watering once established are preferred.
Comply with the statutes (§22a-38la through §22a-381d)

regarding invasive plants.

1. Energy & Water Savings

a. Purchase of energy-efficient lighting while still achieving the
intended purposes.
b. To the extent applicable, purchase products that meet the U.S.

EPA Energy Star Certification.


http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_446i.htm#sec_22a-381a
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_446i.htm#sec_22a-381d

c. When Energy Star labels are not available, purchase energy-
efficient products that are in the upper 25% of energy efficiency
as designated by the Federal Energy Management Program.

d. Purchase water-saving/conservation products, including, without
limitation, high-performance fixtures such as toilets, low-flow
faucets and aerators, and upgraded landscape irrigation

systems.

12. Green Buildings

a. Include alternative pricing in design and construction bidding for
buildings required to comply with the CT High Performance
Building Standards (HPBS) or the most current International Green
Construction Code (IgCC) for following green building practices
for design, construction, and operation.

b. Utilize sustainable building materials that aim to conserve
resources and minimize pollution.

c. For projects not required to comply with the HPBS, evaluate and
procure chosen building materials based on environmental
metrics in Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) (which
must conform to Type Il ISO 14025 standard and specific Product
Category Rules (PCRs)) that demonstrate lower embodied
carbon.

d. Encourage architects and engineers for state and municipality
work to have members on their staff certified in relevant green

construction standards or certification programs.

13. Renewable Energy

a. Encourage the state and municipalities to purchase more than
20% of their electricity from clean, renewable energy sources,
including solar power, if feasible.

b. Install renewable energy assets on state and municipality-owned

land with a preference to installation on impervious surfaces.



14. Purchasing Cooperatives

a. Encourage participation in regional, multi-town, and other
government cooperatives to purchase sustainable products at
the local, state, federal or national level, when deemed in the
state and municipality’s best interest. Purchases may include,
without limitation, manufacturers or suppliers that source goods

and services locally (geographically nearby).

15. Measurement & Improvements

a. Set measurable, achievable, and specific goals for EPP.

b. Monitor and track key performance indicators (KPI), such as the
percentage of purchases from sustainable sources.

c. Require suppliers to provide detailed information on their
sustainability practices and performance.

d. Collaborate with suppliers and stakeholders for regular review

and solicit feedback to find opportunities for improvement.

Additional Information & Resources

For more information on cleaning products, PFAS, and other items, please
follow the links below.

PFAS

e State of Connecticut PFAS Action Plan (CT.gov)

e Ecology Center and Safer States PFAS-free Purchasing Flyer (PDF)

e Department of Energy and Environmental Protection PFAS Information

for Municipalities (CT.gov)

Cleaning Products

¢ Department of Public Health CT Green Cleaning Products in Schools Law

Summary (PDF)

e Department of Administrative Services Policy for the Use of

Environmentally Preferable Cleaning Products (PDF)



https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/office-of-the-governor/news/20191101-ct-interagency-pfas-task-force-action-plan.pdf
https://ceh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/pfas-free-purchasing_6-9-22.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/remediation--site-clean-up/contaminants-of-emerging-concern/pfas-information-for-municipalities#procurement
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/remediation--site-clean-up/contaminants-of-emerging-concern/pfas-information-for-municipalities#procurement
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/departments-and-agencies/dph/dph/environmental_health/eoha/pdf/ctgreencleaningproductsinschoolslawsummarypdf.pdf?la=en&hash=393B741806CF96B56B3D19E0DC0BA4CE
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/departments-and-agencies/dph/dph/environmental_health/eoha/pdf/ctgreencleaningproductsinschoolslawsummarypdf.pdf?la=en&hash=393B741806CF96B56B3D19E0DC0BA4CE
https://portal.ct.gov/das/-/media/das/procurement-services/contracting/epp/epp-cleaning-policy-20251017.pdf?rev=add3b13f53d549038de6ed027817f84f&hash=A9D3FF6D9BD0D8396C4B4DDE5334F1E1
https://portal.ct.gov/das/-/media/das/procurement-services/contracting/epp/epp-cleaning-policy-20251017.pdf?rev=add3b13f53d549038de6ed027817f84f&hash=A9D3FF6D9BD0D8396C4B4DDE5334F1E1

Greener Buildings

e EPD Basics: A Manufacturer’s Guide to How and Why to Develop an

Environmental Product Declaration (PDF)

e ST.10 Product Category Rules for Flooring EPDs (YouTube)



https://mn.gov/admin/assets/EPA-epd_basics_how_why_to_develop_tcm36-653444.pdf
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/EPA-epd_basics_how_why_to_develop_tcm36-653444.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpIXqwEZsEI
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