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CT Emergency Response Capabilities Requirements for  

Single-Exit Buildings 

 

Appendix R from the CSBC: 

R101.1.1 Emergency response capability. A municipality shall submit a self-certification form to 
the Office of the State Fire Marshal verifying conformance with the Connecticut Standard of 
Emergency Response Capability, which will be administered by the State Fire Marshal based on 
nationally recognized standards. 

R101.1.2 Records. The self-certification form for Connecticut Standard of Emergency Response 
Capability and the decision of the State Fire Marshal shall be in writing and shall be officially 
recorded with the application for a building permit in the permanent records of the building 
department. 

Intent and Background on the Standards referenced by this criterion: The intent of this 
criterion is to ensure that communities’ emergency response capabilities are adequate to 
the provisions assumed in the adoption of this appendix. These capabilities include 
adequate staff availability, timely response, appropriate aerial apparatus for rescue via the 
emergency escape rescue openings, and access to an adequate water supply for fire 
suppression activities. To select metrics to measure these, this office has turned to NFPA 
1710, Standard for the Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations, 
Emergency Medical Operations, and Special Operations to the Public by Career Fire 
Departments. It is a nationally recognized, consensus-written standard that was first 
developed in 2001 and has been revised every 4 years since. The Standard’s purpose as 
stated in section 1.2.1 is “The purpose of this standard is to specify the minimum criteria 
addressing the effectiveness and efficiency of the career public fire suppression 
operations, emergency medical service, and special operations delivery in protecting the 
citizens of the jurisdiction and the occupational safety and health of fire department 
employees.” The standard is currently part of the “standard consolidation process” and will 
be combined with other Organization and Deployment Standards into NFPA 1750 to be 



 
 
published 2026 (www.nfpa.org/1750 ).  The following sections provide information on the 
specific metrics on the self-certification form. 

*NFPA 1710 Section 5.2.4.3 Apartment Initial Full Alarm Assignment Capability. 

5.2.4.3.1 The initial full alarm assignment to a structure fire in a typical 1200 ft2 (111 
m2) apartment within a three-story, garden-style apartment building shall provide for 
the following: 

• Establishment of incident command outside the hazard area for the overall 
coordination, direction, and safety of the initial full alarm assignment with a 
minimum of two members dedicated to managing this task (2) 

• Establishment of two uninterrupted water supplies at a minimum of 400 gpm 
(1520 L/min), with each supply line maintained by an operator (2) 

• Establishment of an effective water flow application rate of 300 gpm (1140 
L/min) from three handlines, each of which has a minimum flow rate of 100 gpm 
(380 L/min), with each handline operated by a minimum of two members to 
effectively and safely maintain each handline (6) 

• Provision of one support member for each attack, backup, and exposure line 
deployed to provide hydrant hookup and to assist in laying of hose lines, utility 
control, and forcible entry (3) 

• Provision of at least two victim search-and-rescue teams, each team consisting 
of a minimum of two members (4) 

• Provision of at least two teams, each team consisting of a minimum of two 
members, to raise ground ladders and perform ventilation (4) 

• Provision of aerial device is used in operations, one member to function as an 
aerial operator and maintain primary control of the aerial device at all times (1) 

• At a minimum, an initial rapid intervention crew (IRIC) assembled from the initial 
attack crew and, as the initial alarm response arrives, a full and sustained rapid 
intervention crew (RIC) established (4). 

• The establishment of an initial medical care component consisting of at least 
two members capable of providing immediate on-scene emergency medical 
support, and transport that provides rapid access to civilians or members 
potentially needing medical treatment (2) 

Total effective response force a minimum of 28 

(Definition of “Initial Full Alarm Assignment” from NFPA 1710 section 3.3.40 Those 
personnel, equipment, and resources ordinarily dispatched upon notification of a 
structure fire.) 

http://www.nfpa.org/1750


 
 

**The Performance objective of full alarm assignment arrival to the location within 9 
minutes for 90% of responses per NFPA 1710 4.1.2.1 (5) and 4.1.2.4 

4.1.2.1 The fire department shall establish the following performance objectives for the 
first-due response zones that are identified by the AHJ: 

(1) Alarm handling time completion in accordance with 4.1.2.3 
(2) 80 seconds turnout time for fire and special operations response and 60 seconds 

turnout time for EMS response 
(3) 240 seconds or less travel time for the arrival of the first engine company at a fire 

suppression incident 

(4) 360 seconds or less travel time for the arrival of the second company with a 
minimum staffing of 4 personnel at a fire suppression incident 

(5) For other than high-rise, 480 seconds or less travel time for the deployment of an 
initial full alarm assignment at a fire suppression incident 

(6) For high-rise, 610 seconds or less travel time for the deployment of an initial full 
alarm assignment at a fire suppression incident 

(7) 240 seconds or less travel time for the arrival of a unit with first responder with 
automatic external defibrillator (AED) or higher-level capability at an emergency 
medical incident 

(8) 480 seconds or less travel time for the arrival of an advanced life support (ALS) unit 
at an emergency medical incident, where this service is provided by the fire 
department provided a first responder with an AED or basic life support (BLS) unit 
arrived in 240 seconds or less travel time 

4.1.2.4 The fire department shall establish a performance objective of not less than 90 
percent for the achievement of each turnout time and travel time performance objective 
specified in 4.1.2.1. 

 

***NFPA 1910 Standard for the Inspection, Maintenance, Refurbishment, Testing, and 
Retirement of In-Service Emergency Vehicles and Marine Firefighting Vessels. The 
purpose of this standard is stated in section 1.2.1, “The purpose of this standard is to 
provide requirements for an inspection, maintenance, refurbishment, retirement, and 
testing program that will ensure that in-service emergency vehicles and marine firefighting 
vessels are serviced and maintained to keep them in safe operating condition and ready for 
response at all times.” 

https://link.nfpa.org/publications/1710/2020/chapters/4#ID017100000124


 
 

CT Emergency Response Capabilities Requirements for  

Single-Exit Buildings Municipal Self-Certification Form 

Please indicate compliance with a check in the left column of each criteria. 

 

 

Address of proposed Single-Exit building: _____________________________________________ 

Name of Municipal Chief Executive: ___________________________________________________ 

Municipal Chief Executive Signature:__________________________________________________ 

Date of Self-Certification: ____________________________________________________________ 

Date of Signature: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please place this certification in the property folder for this property and indicate on the 
Certificate of Occupancy that compliance with these standards is a condition of approval.  

Submit a copy of this certification to the: 

 Office of the State Fire Marshal 
450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 1304 | Hartford, CT 06103 

Phone: (860) 713-5750 | OSFM.ENGINEER@ct.gov 
 

 1.  Availability of an adequate career firefighting force on a full alarm 
assignment to the building’s location 
 

  1.a. Initial full alarm assignment to include a minimum 28 staff (NFPA 1710, 
5.2.4.3.1)* 

  1.b. Full alarm assignment arrives within 9 minutes, 90% of the time (NFPA 
1710 4.1.2.1 (5))** 

  1.c. First-due engine arrives within 4 minutes, 90% of the time 
 2.  Aerial apparatus is part of the “first due” assignment 
  2.a. Aerial apparatus is maintained in accordance with NFPA 1910*** 
  2.b. Provisions for a reserve piece of apparatus, should the aerial apparatus be 

out of service 
 3.  Adequate and reliable water supply is available 
  3.a. The proposed site has a minimum of 1,000 GPM available within 500 ft. 
  3.b. The water supply is sustainable year-round. 


