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Request for Formal Interpretation of the 2022 Connecticut State Building Code 

 

Dear Vladimir Levin, 

 

You have requested a formal interpretation related to section 306.5 and 306.7.16.7 the 2021 International Existing 

Building Code portion of the 2022 Connecticut State Building Code with the following questions related to Type B 

accessible dwelling units in a historic building. 

 

 

Question #1:  

 

The project is a change of occupancy of a historic building from a bank to apartments. My position is that accessible 

dwelling units are not required, and the Code directly leads you to this conclusion, step by step. 

 

Section 306.5 directs you to comply with Section 306.7 Alterations, which says:  

A facility that is altered shall comply with the applicable provisions in Chapter 11 of the International Building Code, 

ICC 117.1, and the provisions of Section 306.7.1 through 306.7.16 unless technically infeasible. Where compliance with 

this section is technically infeasible the alteration shall provide access to the maximum extent technically feasible. 

 

Section 306.7.16 Historic structures, Subsection 306.7.16.7 Type B units, says: 

Type B dwelling or sleeping units required by section 1108 of the International Building Code are not required to be 

provided in historic buildings. 

 

The intention of this subsection is explicit; there is no other conclusion or interpretation that can be reached. I am 

requesting your interpretation of the Code requirements in such a situation; whether Type B dwelling units are required in 

a historic building that undergoes an alteration and change of occupancy. 
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Answer #1: 

 

Historic structures are not required to be provided with Type B accessible dwelling units. However, to clarify, they still 

required Type A accessible dwelling units where the IBC Section 1108 requires them as noted in IEBC Section 306.7. 

Sections 306.7.3 and 306.7.16.6 only provides exceptions for only for those that are owned units, such as condos, not 

rental units. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Omarys Vasquez, AIA NOMA 

State Building Inspector 

 

C:  James Schullery, Danbury Building Official 

 Ed Schullery, Danbury Assistant Building Official 

 


