
STATE CODES AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE (C&S)
CODES AMENDMENT SUBCOMMITTEE (CAS)

Minutes, Wednesday, January 14, 2026 – 1:30 PM (Teams Meeting - online)

1) CALL TO ORDER

A meeting of the Codes Amendment Subcommittee of the Codes and Standards Committee
was held on-line using Microsoft Teams Meeting platform.  The Chair called the meeting
to order at 1:30 PM.

2) ATTENDANCE

CAS: John J. Butkus, AIA (Architect)
Johnny Carrier, PE (Homebuilders)
Greg Chandler (Builder, Remodeler)
Paul Costello (National Building Trades Labor)
Hank Cullinane (HVAC Trades)
Thomas DiBlasi, PE (Structural)
Louis Free, AIA (Architect), CAS Chair
Donald Harwood (Public Member)
Brian Liistro (Builder, Multi-Family)
David McKinley (Public Member, Accessibility)
Weijun Allen Mei (Energy Efficiency)
Michael Musco, PE (Electrical Engineer)
Michael Sinsigalli (Local Fire Marshal)
Raymond S. Steadward, Jr. (Building Official)

DAS: Kimberly Rogers, OSBI, Deputy State Building Inspector
Joseph Summers, OSBI, Building Inspector
Rebecca M. Tamborra, DAS Legal Affairs, Staff Attorney
Omarys Vasquez, AIA, NOMA, OSBI, State Building Inspector
Lauri Volkert, OSFM, State Fire Marshal
David Woods, OSFM, Fire & Life Safety Supervisor
Peter Zvingilas, DAS, Assistant Director, Regulatory Compliance

Also Present: Joyse Utick

3) APPROVAL OF CAS MINUTES

No CAS meeting minutes to approve.
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4) COMMUNICATIONS

No correspondence has been received since the last CAS meeting.

5) OLD BUSINESS

No old business.

6) NEW BUSINESS
a) Legislative Regulation Review Committee Meeting, Tuesday - December 16, 2025

i) 2026 Connecticut State Building Code
(1) Legislative Commissioners’ Office Memorandum dated December 16,

2025, Subject: Proposed 2026 Connecticut State Building Code (attached)
(2) Legislative Regulation Review Committee Vote Tally Sheet (attached)

Action:  Rejection Without Prejudice
(Voting:  11 Yea, 0 Nay, 0 Abstain, 2 Absent and Not Voting)

(3) DAS working on revisions per LCO comments for resubmission.
(a) State Building Inspector Omarys Vasquez reported on DAS preparing

responses to LCO comments for resubmission this Thursday, January
16, 2026.  Substantive concerns include the following listed below (b),
(c), and (d).  Additional comments are related to capitalization,
formatting issues, additional technical corrections, and seeking
clarifications.  Additionally, LCO noted throughout the proposed code,
defined terms are frequently, but not always, italicized. Each defined
term appearing in the proposed code should be italicized, for
consistency.

(b) 1. On page 67, Section 2701.2 concerns minimum broadband
infrastructure required for "new buildings", excluding detached one-
family and two-family dwellings and townhouses, and on page 105,
Section 903.5 concerns minimum broadband infrastructure required
for level 3 alterations of "all buildings", excluding detached one-
family and two-family dwellings and townhouses. These sections are
pursuant to section 16-330f of the general statutes, which requires such
broadband standards to be added to the State Building Code for "new
construction or major alterations of a commercial or multifamily
building". "Commercial or multifamily building" is not defined for
purposes of the statute, but the plain language meaning of the terms
are clearly more limited categories than all buildings other than one-
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family and two-family dwellings and townhouses. Conceivably these
new requirements would apply to the new construction or alteration of
a barn or school, for example, which could go beyond what the
underlying statute authorized. These sections should be amended to
comport with the categories authorized by the statute.

(c) 2. On page 112, in the first two lines, "public swimming pool" is
defined as a "pool, other than a residential pool, as defined in section
19-13-B33b(a)(1) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies".
But said regulatory section does not define "pool" or "residential
pool". Section 19-13- B33b(a) of the Regulations of Connecticut State
Agencies does, however, contain various definitions of other types of
pools and it is unclear which of the defined types of pools are intended
to be included in the definition, or if all are to be included. This
reference should be clarified.

(d) 3. On page 129, in section C402.1.1.1, in item 3, it is unclear what
"non-purchased renewable energy sources" is including or excluding.
For example, "on-site wind, on-site water or on-site solar power" may
include equipment owned by a third party that provides energy to the
building and is purchased pursuant to a power purchase agreement.
The reference should be clarified.

ii) 2026 Connecticut Fire Safety Code
(1) Legislative Commissioners’ Office Memorandum dated December 16,

2025, Subject: Proposed 2026 Connecticut State Fire Safety Code (attached)
(2) Legislative Regulation Review Committee Vote Tally Sheet (attached)

Action:  Rejection Without Prejudice
(Voting:  11 Yea, 0 Nay, 0 Abstain, 2 Absent and Not Voting)

(3) DAS working on revisions per LCO comments for resubmission.
(a) State Fire Marshal Lauri Volkert reported on DAS preparing responses

to LCO comments for resubmission this Thursday, January  16, 2026.
Substantive concerns include the following listed below (b) and (c).
Additional comments are related to technical corrections and seeking
clarifications.  LCO also noted: 1) throughout the proposed code,
defined terms are frequently, but not always, italicized. Each defined
term appearing in the proposed code should be italicized, for
consistency.  2) Chapter and section titles appear throughout the
proposed code, but not consistently.  3) The phrase "of this code"
should be inserted, where appropriate, throughout the proposed code,
for accuracy. For example, on page 10, in Sections 106.2.2.1 and
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106.2.2.2, "of this code" should be inserted after "Chapter 80".
4) There is not a consistently utilized format for numbers, particularly
metric measurements, within the proposed code. See, e.g., Section
118.2, "1,524"; Section 304.3.5, "3048"; and Section 503.1.1, "45
720". Similarly, the format utilized for fractions is not consistent. See,
e.g., Section S106.3.4.1, "8¼"; and Section 1011.5.2, Exception 5, "8-
1/4". Numbers and fractions appearing in the proposed code should
conform to a standard format, for consistency.  5) National Fire
Protection Association standards are cited throughout the proposed
code, and titles for the referenced standards are inconsistently included
in such citations. Citations to National Fire Protection Association
standards should be made uniform throughout the proposed code by
either inserting titles where they do not appear, or removing titles that
do appear, for consistency.

(b) 1. On page 10, in Section 107.1, the proposed code specifies that
permits for temporary structures, uses, equipment and systems, "shall
be limited as to time of service, but shall not be permitted for more
than 180 days." It is not clear what is meant by "time of service" and
"permitted" in this context. If the intent is to indicate that permits shall
expire at the fire code official's discretion, but not later than 180 days
from issuance, this should be stated. If another meaning is
contemplated, the language should be clarified to reflect such
meaning.
Additionally, the proposed code indicates that the fire code official
may grant extensions for "demonstrated cause." The proposed code is
silent as to whether reference by a permit applicant to any condition or
event resulting in the need for an extension would qualify as a
demonstration of cause, or whether a determination of whether cause
has been demonstrated is left to the discretion of the fire code official.
Finally, the proposed code is silent as to the duration of permit
extensions, and the number of extensions a permit applicant may seek.
Although these provisions appear in the International Fire Code, they
should be amended to provide guidance to the regulated community.

(c) 2. On page 97, in section 1104.27.1 (7.), the proposed code states,
"Smoke detection shall be used in all spaces except where not
appropriate due to environmental conditions." It is unclear what is
meant by "environmental conditions", who assesses the presence of
such conditions and whether, if such conditions are determined to be
present, the local fire marshal must approve of any plan not to use
smoke detectors in such spaces.
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iii) Chair Louis Free directed CAS members that if they get direct inquiries on the
anticipated adoption date of the 2026 Connecticut State Building Code and 2026
Connecticut State Fire Safety Code, they redirect the inquiry to the DAS so that
the official response has been vetted and is consistent. The final adoption date is
contingent on the Legislative Regulation Review Committee approved of the
regulations.

7) GOOD OF THE ORDER

The next Codes Amendment Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February
11, 2026 at 1:30 PM or immediately following the conclusion of the Codes and Standards
Committee Monthly Meeting and will be held on-line using Microsoft Teams Meeting
platform.

8. ADJOURNMENT

KEY: CSBC Connecticut State Building Code IFC International Fire Code
CSFPC Connecticut State Fire Prevention Code IgCC International Green Construction Code
CSFSC Connecticut State Fire Safety Code IMC International Mechanical Code
IBC International Building Code IPC International Plumbing Code
ICC International Code Council IRC International Residential Code
IEBC International Existing Building Code NEC National Electrical Code
IECC International Energy Conservation Code NFPA National Fire Protection Association

CHECKLIST FOR REGULATIONS

1. Codes and Standards (Code Amendment Subcommittee) and the State Building Inspector or the State Fire Marshal, as the
case may be, draft the Connecticut State Building Code and the Connecticut State Fire Safety Code (with a fiscal note and a
regulatory flexibility analysis).

2. Provide public notice of new document and 45-day comment period, during which, the Codes Amendment Subcommittee will
hold a public hearing.

3. The Code Amendment Subcommittee and the State Building Inspector or the State Fire Marshal, as the case may be, provides
a response to every public comment received.

4. Submit the Code (with the fiscal note and a regulatory flexibility analysis) to the Public Safety Committee and the Regulations
Review Committee. The Regulations Review Committee has 45 days to either–meet and approve, meet and disapprove, meet
and reject without prejudice or provide written notice to DAS that they will not meet. If the 45-day period expires with no
action, the document is deemed approved.

5. If the committee rejects without prejudice, the Codes and Standards Committee and the State Building Inspector or the State
Fire Marshal, as the case may be, have 30 days to address the committee’s concerns and resubmit the document with a
summary of any revisions made. The committee has another 45 days to choose to meet and act or not meet.

6. Once approved or deemed approved, document is made available to the public and can be effective as of that date.
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Attachments:
 Legislative Commissioners’ Office Memorandum dated December 16, 2025, Subject: Proposed 2026

Connecticut State Building Code (10 pages)
 Legislative Regulation Review Committee Vote Tally Sheet, 2026 Connecticut State Building Code (1 page)
 Legislative Commissioners’ Office Memorandum dated December 16, 2025, Subject: Proposed 2026

Connecticut State Fire Safety Code (7 pages)
 Legislative Regulation Review Committee Vote Tally Sheet, 2026 Connecticut State Fire Safety Code (1 page)

CAS_AG-2026-0114-DRAFT
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Memorandum 
 

To: 

 

Senator Sujata Gadkar-Wilcox 

Representative Christie Carpino 

Senator John Kissel 

Representative Mary Welander 

 

From: 

 

Joseph Brennan-Riley, William F. O'Shea, Patrick Deegan, Jonathan Porzuc, 

Kumi Sato and Shannon McCarthy  

Date: 

 

December 16, 2025 

Subject: 

 

Proposed 2026 Connecticut State Building Code 

 

  
The 2026 Connecticut State Building Code was submitted on November 25, 2025 under section 29-252b 

of the general statutes, which permits the State Building Inspector and Codes and Standards Committee 

within the Department of Administrative Services to use a process for its adoption that is different than 

the process required for the adoption of regulations under chapter 54 of the general statutes, the Uniform 

Administrative Procedure Act.  

 

Attached are the pages noted in the table below from the proposed 2026 Connecticut State Building 

Code. You will find handwritten comments on the pages of the proposed code referenced that make 

recommendations for corrections or seek further clarification. In addition, substantive concerns are noted 

below. 

 

Substantive Concerns: 

 
1. On page 67, Section 2701.2 concerns minimum broadband infrastructure required for "new 

buildings", excluding detached one-family and two-family dwellings and townhouses, and on page 105, 

Section 903.5 concerns minimum broadband infrastructure required for level 3 alterations of "all 

buildings", excluding detached one-family and two-family dwellings and townhouses. These sections 

are pursuant to section 16-330f of the general statutes, which requires such broadband standards to be 



added to the State Building Code for "new construction or major alterations of a commercial or 

multifamily building". "Commercial or multifamily building" is not defined for purposes of the statute, 

but the plain language meaning of the terms are clearly more limited categories than all buildings other 

than one-family and two-family dwellings and townhouses. Conceivably these new requirements would 

apply to the new construction or alteration of a barn or school, for example, which could go beyond 

what the underlying statute authorized. These sections should be amended to comport with the 

categories authorized by the statute. 

 

2.   On page 112, in the first two lines, "public swimming pool" is defined as a "pool, other than a 

residential pool, as defined in section 19-13-B33b(a)(1) of the Regulations of Connecticut State 

Agencies". But said regulatory section does not define "pool" or "residential pool". Section 19-13-

B33b(a) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies does, however, contain various definitions of 

other types of pools and it is unclear which of the defined types of pools are intended to be included in 

the definition, or if all are to be included. This reference should be clarified. 

 

3.  On page 129, in section C402.1.1.1, in item 3, it is unclear what "non-purchased renewable energy 

sources" is including or excluding. For example, "on-site wind, on-site water or on-site solar power" 

may include equipment owned by a third party that provides energy to the building and is purchased 

pursuant to a power purchase agreement. The reference should be clarified.  

              

 

Additional Comments: 
 

LCO Comments/Corrections Page Numbers of the Code 

Capitalization 6, 65, 98, 105, 115, 136 

Formatting issues 7, 10, 21, 22-24, 26-31, 33, 34, 36, 38, 39, 

41, 48, 49, 56, 58, 59, 62, 64, 71, 73, 74, 

76, 78, 81, 89, 92, 93, 96-99, 100-112,  

114-116, 119, 122, 126, 130, 136-138, 142,  

150, 154, 161, 164, 165, 170, 173-178, 

180-182, 185-188, 190, 194-199 

Additional technical corrections 3-7, 10, 11-15, 17, 18, 21, 22, 24-26,       

33-40, 42, 47-50, 52, 54, 55, 59, 60, 66-70, 

73-75, 77, 78, 81, 88, 91, 92, 94-98,      

100-116, 119-122, 124, 125, 127-132,    

136-138, 140-142, 145-151, 153-169,    

172-177, 179-183, 185-192, 194, 195 



Seek clarification 3, 6, 13-15, 18, 21, 28, 31, 37, 44, 53, 60, 

66, 68, 69, 76, 77, 85, 100, 102, 104, 105, 

108-110, 113, 119, 120, 130, 141-143, 145, 

147, 156, 161, 165, 167, 169, 176, 180, 

186, 192 

 
 

Note: Throughout the proposed code, defined terms are frequently, but not always, italicized. Each defined 

term appearing in the proposed code should be italicized, for consistency. We did point some instances of 

where terms should be italicized in the attached pages, but the agency should incorporate any that we 

missed into the proposed code. 
 

 

  



 

 

Recommendation: 
 

 Approval in whole  

 with technical corrections 

 with deletions 

 with substitute pages 

 Disapproval in whole or in part 

X Rejection without prejudice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Authorizing Statute: 
 

Sec. 29-252b. Procedure for adoption and amendment of State Building Code. (a) For the 

purposes of this section, "proposed code" means a proposal by the State Building Inspector and 

the Codes and Standards Committee for a new State Building Code or for a change in, addition 

to or repeal of any provision of the State Building Code. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 54, the adoption of the State Building Code 

and any amendments thereto shall not be required to comply with the provisions of chapter 54, 

except as provided in this section.  

(c) Prior to the adoption of the State Building Code and any amendments thereto, the State 

Building Inspector shall (1) post any proposed code, a statement of purpose for which the 

proposed code is proposed, a fiscal note associated with compliance with the proposed code 

prepared pursuant to section 4-168, and a regulatory flexibility analysis prepared pursuant to 

section 4-168a on the Internet web site of the Department of Administrative Services, (2) give 

notice electronically to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance 

of matters relating to public safety and security, (3) give notice to any person who has requested 

the State Building Inspector for advance notice of its proposed code adoption proceedings, (4) 

provide for a public comment period of forty-five days following the posting of such proposed 

code, fiscal note and regulatory flexibility analysis, and (5) hold a public hearing on the 

proposed code not less than twenty nor more than thirty-five days after such posting.  

(d) After the close of the public comment period, the State Building Inspector and the Codes 

and Standards Committee shall respond to each written and oral comment respecting the 

proposed code received during the public comment period and at the public hearing. Such 

response shall include any change made to the proposed code if applicable, and the rationale 

for such change. The State Building Inspector shall post such response on the Internet web site 

of the Department of Administrative Services not later than thirty days after the close of the 

public comment period. 

(e) The State Building Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee shall create and 

maintain a code-making record for each proposed code, submit such code-making record 

electronically to the standing legislative regulation review committee and the joint standing 

committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to public safety and 

security, and post such code-making record on the Internet web site of the Department of 

Administrative Services. Such code-making record shall include, but need not be limited to: (1) 



The final wording of the proposed code in a format consistent with a nationally recognized 

model building code, (2) the fiscal note prepared pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, (3) 

the regulatory flexibility analysis prepared pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, (4) all 

written and oral comments received during the public comment period, and (5) the response to 

such comments prepared pursuant to subsection (d) of this section.  

(f) The standing legislative regulation review committee shall have not more than forty-five 

days from the date the code-making record is submitted to the committee pursuant to subsection 

(e) of this section to convene a meeting to approve, disapprove or reject without prejudice the 

proposed code, in whole or in part. If the proposed code is withdrawn, the State Building 

Inspector shall resubmit the proposed code and the committee shall have not more than forty-

five days from the date of such resubmittal to convene a meeting to approve, disapprove or 

reject without prejudice the resubmitted proposed code. If the committee notifies the State 

Building Inspector in writing that it is waiving its right to convene a meeting or does not act on 

a proposed code or a resubmitted proposed code, as the case may be, within such forty-five-day 

period, the proposed code or resubmitted proposed code shall be deemed to be approved by the 

committee. 

(g) If the committee disapproves a proposed code, in whole or in part, the committee shall 

notify the State Building Inspector of the disapproval and the reasons for the disapproval. The 

State Building Inspector shall not take any action to implement such disapproved code, except 

that the State Building Inspector may submit a substantively new proposed code in accordance 

with the provisions of this section, provided the General Assembly may reverse such 

disapproval in accordance with the provisions of section 4-171. 

(h) If the committee rejects a proposed code without prejudice, in whole or in part, the 

committee shall notify the State Building Inspector of the reasons for the rejection and the State 

Building Inspector shall resubmit the proposed code in revised form to the committee not later 

than thirty days after the date of rejection without prejudice. Each resubmission of the proposed 

code under this subsection shall include a summary of any revisions to the proposed code. The 

committee shall have not more than forty-five days after the receipt of the resubmittal to review 

and take action on such resubmitted proposed code in the same manner as provided in 

subsection (f) of this section. 

(i) The State Building Code or any amendment thereto approved or deemed approved by the 

committee pursuant to subsection (f) of this section is effective and enforceable against any 

person or party upon its posting on the Internet web site of the Department of Administrative 



Services, except that: (1) If a later date is required by statute or specified in the code, the later 

date is the effective date, and (2) a code may not be effective before the effective date of the 

public act requiring or permitting the code. Such posting shall include a statement by the State 

Building Inspector certifying that the electronic copy of the code is a true and accurate copy of 

the code approved or deemed approved in accordance with subsection (f) of this section. The 

electronic copy of the State Building Code posted on the Internet web site of the Department of 

Administrative Services shall be the official version for all purposes, including all legal and 

administrative proceedings. 

(j) No provision of the State Building Code or any amendment thereto adopted after May 31, 

2016, is valid unless adopted in substantial compliance with the requirements of this section. A 

proceeding to contest any provision of the code on the ground of noncompliance with the 

requirements of this section shall be commenced within two years from the effective date of the 

code.  

(k) The State Building Inspector shall advise the public concerning how to obtain a copy of 

the State Building Code and any amendments thereto. 

Sec. 16-330f. State Building Code revisions. Minimum broadband Internet access service 

infrastructure requirements for new construction or major alterations of a commercial or 

multifamily building. The State Building Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee 

shall, in accordance with section 29-252b, revise the State Building Code to include provisions 

requiring buildings that qualify as a new construction or a major alteration of a commercial or 

multifamily building to include a minimum infrastructure requirement to support broadband 

Internet access service. The State Building Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee 

shall define such minimum infrastructure requirements in such revisions.   

 Sec. 19a-36. (Formerly Sec. 19-13). Public Health Code. Fees. Public pools. Wells: Use, 

replacement and mitigation. (a) The Commissioner of Public Health shall establish a Public 

Health Code and, from time to time, amend the same. The Public Health Code may provide for 

the preservation and improvement of the public health.   

(1) Drainage and toilet systems to be installed in any house or building arranged or designed 

for human habitation, or field sanitation provided for agricultural workers or migratory farm 

laborers, shall conform to minimum requirements prescribed in said code.   

(2) Said code may include regulations requiring toilets and handwashing facilities in large 

stores, as defined in such regulations, in shopping centers and in places dispensing food or drink 



for consumption on the premises, for the use of patrons of such establishments, except that the 

provisions of such regulations shall not apply to such establishments constructed or altered 

pursuant to plans and specifications approved or building permits issued prior to October 1, 

1977.   

(3) Each regulation adopted by the Commissioner of Public Health shall state the date on 

which it shall take effect, and a copy of the regulation, signed by the Commissioner of Public 

Health, shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of the State and a copy sent by said 

commissioner to each director of health, and such regulation shall be published in such manner 

as the Commissioner of Public Health may determine.   

(4) Any person who violates any provision of the Public Health Code shall be guilty of a class 

C misdemeanor.   

    (b) The Commissioner of Public Health shall charge the following fees for the following 

services: (1) Review of each small flow plan for subsurface sewage disposal, two hundred 

dollars; and (2) review of each large flow plan for subsurface sewage disposal, six hundred 

twenty-five dollars. The commissioner shall amend the regulations adopted pursuant to this 

section as necessary to implement the provisions of this subsection.   

    (c) (1) For purposes of this subsection, "public pool" means an artificial basin constructed 

of concrete, steel, fiberglass or other impervious material and equipped with a controlled water 

supply that is intended for recreational bathing, swimming, diving or therapeutic purposes and 

includes, but is not limited to, any related equipment, structure, area or enclosure intended for 

the use of any person using or staffing such pool. "Public pool" does not include an artificial 

basin provided with a controlled water supply that is intended for use at a single-family 

residence, except when such basin is used for commercial or business purposes at such 

residence.   

    (2) The Department of Public Health shall classify public pools into one of the following 

categories:   

    (A) Public swimming pool, which is a pool used or intended to be used for recreational 

bathing, swimming or water recreation activities;   

    (B) Public wading pool, which is a pool principally used or intended to be used for wading 

and recreational bathing by small children;   

    (C) Public spa, which is a pool used for recreational bathing in conjunction with a high-



velocity air system, a high-velocity water recirculation system, hot water, cold water, a mineral 

bath or any combination thereof;   

    (D) Public diving pool, which is a pool used solely for diving or the instruction and 

practicing of diving techniques; or   

    (E) Special purpose public pool, which is a pool used for a specialized purpose, including, 

but not limited to, a splash pad or spray park where the water is recirculated, water flume, pool 

used for scuba diving instruction, therapeutic pool, hydrotherapy pool or a pool used in an 

aquatics program for persons with disabilities. Special purpose public pool does not include a 

flotation vessel, which shall not be subject to review by the Department of Public Health. For 

purposes of this subparagraph, "flotation vessel" means a tank devoid of light and sound and 

containing salt water in which a person floats for purposes including, but not limited to, 

meditation, relaxation and alternative medicine.   

    (3) The commissioner shall charge the following fees for the following services: (A) Review 

of plans for a public pool, seven hundred fifty dollars; (B) review of a resubmitted plan for a 

public pool, two hundred fifty dollars; (C) initial inspection of a public pool, two hundred 

dollars; and (D) any subsequent inspection of a public pool, one hundred fifty dollars. The 

commissioner shall amend the regulations adopted pursuant to this section as necessary to 

implement the provisions of this subsection.   

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, regulations governing the safety of public 

pools shall not require fences around (A) naturally formed ponds subsequently converted to 

public pool use, provided the converted ponds (i) retain sloping sides common to natural ponds, 

and (ii) are on property surrounded by a fence, or (B) a splash pad or spray park.   

    (d) The local director of health may authorize the use of an existing private well, consistent 

with all applicable sections of the regulations of Connecticut state agencies, the installation of a 

replacement well at a single-family residential premises on property whose boundary is located 

within two hundred feet of an approved community water supply system, measured along a 

street, alley or easement, where (1) a premises that is not connected to the public water supply 

may replace a well used for domestic purposes if water quality testing is performed at the time 

of the installation, and for at least every ten years thereafter, or for such time as requested by the 

local director of health, that demonstrates that the replacement well meets the water quality 

standards for private wells established in the Public Health Code, and provided there is no 

service to the premises by a public water supply, or (2) a premises served by a public water 

supply may utilize or replace an existing well or install a new well solely for irrigation purposes 



or other outdoor water uses provided such well is permanently and physically separated from 

the internal plumbing system of the premises and a reduced pressure device is installed to 

protect against a cross connection with the public water supply. Upon a determination by the 

local director of health that an irrigation well creates an unacceptable risk of injury to the health 

or safety of persons using the water, to the general public, or to any public water supply, the 

local director of health may issue an order requiring the immediate implementation of 

mitigation measures, up to and including permanent abandonment of the well, in accordance 

with the provisions of the Connecticut Well Drilling Code adopted pursuant to section 25-128. 

In the event a cross connection with the public water system is found, the owner of the system 

may terminate service to the premises.   

 

 

 



 

LEGISLATIVE REGULATION REVIEW COMMITTEE 

VOTE TALLY SHEET 

 

 

Agency: DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 2026 CONNECTICUT STATE BUILDING CODE 
 
 

 

Chair: CARPINO, C. Motion: KISSEL, J. Second: MCGORTY, B. 

 

Action:     Rejection Without Prejudice 

 

Language 
Change: 

 

 

TOTALS 
Voting  Yea   Nay   Abstain   Absent and Not Voting   Voice Vote 

11  11  0  0  2   

  
 yea nay abstain absent   

 

Rep. Carpino, C. 032 x    

Sen. Gadkar-Wilcox, S. S22 x    

Sen. Kissel, J. S07 x    

Rep. Welander, M. 114 x    

Rep. Biggins, P. 011 x    

Sen. Cicarella, P. S34 x    

Rep. Fishbein, C. 090 x    

Rep. Godfrey, B. 110 x    

Sen. Hartley, J. S15 x    

Rep. Klarides-Ditria, N. 105 x    

Rep. McGorty, B. 122 x    

Sen. Osten, C. S19    x 

Sen. Somers, H. S18    x 
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Memorandum 
 

 

To: 

 

Senator Sujata Gadkar-Wilcox 

Representative Christie Carpino 

Senator John Kissel 

Representative Mary Welander 

 

From: 

 

Sarah O'Connor, Angela Rehm, Marie Grady and Michael Tellerico 

Date: 

 

December 16, 2025 

Subject: 

 

Proposed 2026 Connecticut State Fire Safety Code 

 

 

The 2026 Connecticut State Fire Safety Code was submitted on December 2, 2025 under section 

29-292a of the general statutes, which permits the State Fire Marshal and the Codes and Standards 

Committee within the Department of Administrative Services to use a process for its adoption that 

is different than the process required for the adoption of regulations under chapter 54 of the general 

statutes, the Uniform Administrative Procedure Act. 

 

Attached are the pages of the proposed 2026 Connecticut State Fire Safety Code. There are 

handwritten comments on the pages of the proposed code referenced in the table below that make 

recommendations for corrections or seek further clarification. 

 

In addition, substantive concerns, additional technical corrections and formatting issues are noted 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Substantive Concerns: 
 

1. On page 10, in Section 107.1, the proposed code specifies that permits for temporary 

structures, uses, equipment and systems, "shall be limited as to time of service, but shall 

not be permitted for more than 180 days." It is not clear what is meant by "time of service" 

and "permitted" in this context. If the intent is to indicate that permits shall expire at the 

fire code official's discretion, but not later than 180 days from issuance, this should be 

stated. If another meaning is contemplated, the language should be clarified to reflect such 

meaning. 
 

Additionally, the proposed code indicates that the fire code official may grant extensions 

for "demonstrated cause." The proposed code is silent as to whether reference by a permit 

applicant to any condition or event resulting in the need for an extension would qualify as 

a demonstration of cause, or whether a determination of whether cause has been 

demonstrated is left to the discretion of the fire code official. Finally, the proposed code is 

silent as to the duration of permit extensions, and the number of extensions a permit 

applicant may seek. Although these provisions appear in the International Fire Code, they 

should be amended to provide guidance to the regulated community. 

 

2. On page 97, in section 1104.27.1 (7.), the proposed code states, "Smoke detection shall be 

used in all spaces except where not appropriate due to environmental conditions." It is 

unclear what is meant by "environmental conditions", who assesses the presence of such 

conditions and whether, if such conditions are determined to be present, the local fire 

marshal must approve of any plan not to use smoke detectors in such spaces. 
 

 

 

 

Additional Comments: 
 

LCO Comments Page Numbers 

Technical corrections 1-15, 17-37, 39, 42-54, 56, 58-60, 62, 65-129, 

131-153, 157-164 

Seek clarification 2, 7, 12, 15, 19, 23, 25, 27, 35, 43, 51, 52, 59, 

98, 107, 114, 120-122, 136, 137, 153, 158, 159 

 

The following technical corrections and formatting issues were not noted in handwritten 

comments, but should be addressed and incorporated in the proposed code: 

 

1. Throughout the proposed code, defined terms are frequently, but not always, italicized. Each 

defined term appearing in the proposed code should be italicized, for consistency. 

 

2. Chapter and section titles appear throughout the proposed code, but not consistently. For 

example, on page 8, "SECTION 105 PERMITS" appears, but on page 9, there is no reference to 



"SECTION 106 CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS" prior to the insertion of the provisions of 

Section 106. Chapter and section titles should be inserted throughout the proposed regulation, for 

consistency. Alternatively, only those chapter and section titles that are being added or amended 

should appear, for consistency. 

 

3. The phrase "of this code" should be inserted, where appropriate, throughout the proposed code, 

for accuracy. For example, on page 10, in Sections 106.2.2.1 and 106.2.2.2, "of this code" should 

be inserted after "Chapter 80". 

 

4. There is not a consistently utilized format for numbers, particularly metric measurements, within 

the proposed code. See, e.g., Section 118.2, "1,524"; Section 304.3.5, "3048"; and Section 503.1.1, 

"45 720". Similarly, the format utilized for fractions is not consistent. See, e.g., Section S106.3.4.1, 

"8¼"; and Section 1011.5.2, Exception 5, "8-1/4". Numbers and fractions appearing in the 

proposed code should conform to a standard format, for consistency.  

 

5. National Fire Protection Association standards are cited throughout the proposed code, and titles 

for the referenced standards are inconsistently included in such citations. Citations to National Fire 

Protection Association standards should be made uniform throughout the proposed code by either 

inserting titles where they do not appear, or removing titles that do appear, for consistency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Recommendation: 
 

 Approval in whole  

 with technical corrections 

 with deletions 

 with substitute pages 

 Disapproval in whole or in part 

X Rejection without prejudice 

 
  



Authorizing Statute: 
 

Sec. 29-292a. Procedure for adoption and amendment of Fire Safety Code. (a) For the 

purposes of this section, "proposed code" means a proposal by the State Fire Marshal and 

the Codes and Standards Committee for a new Fire Safety Code or for a change in, 

addition to or repeal of any provision of the Fire Safety Code. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 54, the adoption of the Fire Safety Code 

and any amendments thereto shall not be required to comply with the provisions of 

chapter 54, except as provided in this section.  

(c) Prior to the adoption of the Fire Safety Code and any amendments thereto, the State 

Fire Marshal shall (1) post any proposed code, a statement of purpose for which the 

proposed code is proposed, a fiscal note associated with compliance with the proposed 

code prepared pursuant to section 4-168, and a regulatory flexibility analysis prepared 

pursuant to section 4-168a on the Internet web site of the Department of Administrative 

Services, (2) give notice electronically to the joint standing committee of the General 

Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to public safety and security, (3) give 

notice to any person who has requested the State Fire Marshal for advance notice of the 

proposed code adoption proceedings, (4) provide for a public comment period of forty-

five days following the posting of such proposed code, fiscal note and regulatory 

flexibility analysis, and (5) hold a public hearing on the proposed code not less than 

twenty nor more than thirty-five days after such posting.  

(d) After the close of the public comment period, the State Fire Marshal and the Codes 

and Standards Committee shall respond to each written and oral comment respecting the 

proposed code received during the public comment period and at the public hearing. 

Such response shall include any change made to the proposed code if applicable, and the 

rationale for such change. The State Fire Marshal shall post such response on the Internet 

web site of the Department of Administrative Services not later than thirty days after the 

close of the public comment period. 

(e) The State Fire Marshal and the Codes and Standards Committee shall create and 

maintain a code-making record for each proposed code, submit such code-making record 

electronically to the standing legislative regulation review committee and the joint 

standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to 

public safety and security, and post such code-making record on the Internet web site of 

the Department of Administrative Services. Such code-making record shall include, but 



need not be limited to: (1) The final wording of the proposed code in a format consistent 

with a nationally recognized model building code, (2) the fiscal note prepared pursuant 

to subsection (c) of this section, (3) the regulatory flexibility analysis prepared pursuant 

to subsection (c) of this section, (4) all written and oral comments received during the 

public comment period, and (5) the response to such comments prepared pursuant to 

subsection (d) of this section.  

(f) The standing legislative regulation review committee shall have not more than 

forty-five days from the date the code-making record is submitted to the committee 

pursuant to subsection (e) of this section to convene a meeting to approve, disapprove or 

reject without prejudice the proposed code, in whole or in part. If the proposed code is 

withdrawn, the State Fire Marshal shall resubmit the proposed code and the committee 

shall have not more than forty-five days from the date of such resubmittal to convene a 

meeting to approve, disapprove or reject without prejudice the resubmitted proposed 

code. If the committee notifies the State Fire Marshal in writing that it is waiving its right 

to convene a meeting or does not act on a proposed code or a resubmitted proposed code, 

as the case may be, within such forty-five-day period, the proposed code or resubmitted 

proposed code shall be deemed to be approved by the committee. 

(g) If the committee disapproves a proposed code, in whole or in part, the committee 

shall notify the State Fire Marshal of the disapproval and the reasons for the disapproval. 

The State Fire Marshal shall not take any action to implement such disapproved code, 

except that the State Fire Marshal may submit a substantively new proposed code in 

accordance with the provisions of this section, provided the General Assembly may 

reverse such disapproval in accordance with the provisions of section 4-171. 

(h) If the committee rejects a proposed code without prejudice, in whole or in part, the 

committee shall notify the State Fire Marshal of the reasons for the rejection and the State 

Fire Marshal shall resubmit the proposed code in revised form to the committee not later 

than thirty days after the date of rejection without prejudice. Each resubmission of the 

proposed code under this subsection shall include a summary of any revisions to the 

proposed code. The committee shall have not more than forty-five days after the receipt 

of the resubmittal to review and take action on such resubmitted proposed code in the 

same manner as provided in subsection (f) of this section. 

(i) The Fire Safety Code or any amendment thereto approved or deemed approved by 

the committee pursuant to subsection (f) of this section is effective and enforceable 



against any person or party upon its posting on the Internet web site of the Department 

of Administrative Services, except that: (1) If a later date is required by statute or specified 

in the code, the later date is the effective date, and (2) a code may not be effective before 

the effective date of the public act requiring or permitting the code. Such posting shall 

include a statement by the State Fire Marshal certifying that the electronic copy of the 

code is a true and accurate copy of the code approved or deemed approved in accordance 

with subsection (f) of this section. The electronic copy of the Fire Safety Code posted on 

the Internet web site of the Department of Administrative Services shall be the official 

version for all purposes, including all legal and administrative proceedings. 

(j) No provision of the Fire Safety Code or any amendment thereto adopted after May 

31, 2016, is valid unless adopted in substantial compliance with the requirements of this 

section. A proceeding to contest any provision of the code on the ground of 

noncompliance with the requirements of this section shall be commenced within two 

years from the effective date of the code.  

(k) The State Fire Marshal shall advise the public concerning how to obtain a copy of 

the Fire Safety Code and any amendments thereto. 



 

LEGISLATIVE REGULATION REVIEW COMMITTEE 

VOTE TALLY SHEET 

 

 

Agency: DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 2026 CONNECTICUT STATE FIRE SAFETY CODE 
 
 

 

Chair: CARPINO, C. Motion: KISSEL, J. Second: GODFREY, B. 

 

Action:     Rejection Without Prejudice 

 

Language 
Change: 

 

 

TOTALS 
Voting  Yea   Nay   Abstain   Absent and Not Voting   Voice Vote 

11  11  0  0  2   

  
 yea nay abstain absent   

 

Rep. Carpino, C. 032 x    

Sen. Gadkar-Wilcox, S. S22 x    

Sen. Kissel, J. S07 x    

Rep. Welander, M. 114 x    

Rep. Biggins, P. 011 x    

Sen. Cicarella, P. S34 x    

Rep. Fishbein, C. 090 x    

Rep. Godfrey, B. 110 x    

Sen. Hartley, J. S15 x    

Rep. Klarides-Ditria, N. 105 x    

Rep. McGorty, B. 122 x    

Sen. Osten, C. S19    x 

Sen. Somers, H. S18    x 

     

 
  

 


