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420.12 Specialized R-2 dwelling units with a single exit. 

The provisions in this section shall permit the use of special conditions that exempt from, or modify, 

the specific requirements of Chapters 5 & 10. 

Not more than 5 stories of Group R-2 occupancy are permitted to be served by a single exit under the 

following conditions: 

1. The building has not more than six stories above grade plane. 

2. The building does not contain a boarding house. 

3. There shall be no more than four dwelling units on any floor. 

4. The building shall be of not less than one hour fire-resistive construction and shall also be 

equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 

903.3.1.1.   

5. There shall be no more than two single exit stairway conditions on the same property. 

6. An exterior stairway or interior exit stairway shall be provided. An interior exit stairway, 

including any related exit passageway, shall be pressurized in accordance with Section 

909.20. Doors in the stairway shall swing into the interior exit stairway regardless of the 

occupant load served, provided that doors from the interior exit stairway to the building 

exterior are permitted to swing in the direction of exit travel. 

7. A corridor shall separate each dwelling unit entry/exit door from the door to an interior exit 

stairway, including any related exit passageway, on each floor. Dwelling unit doors shall not 

open directly into an interior exit stairway.  Dwelling unit doors are permitted to open 

directly into an exterior stairway. 

8. There shall be no more than 20 feet (6096 mm) of travel to the exit stairway from the 

entry/exit door of any dwelling unit. 

9. Travel distance measured in accordance with Section 1017 shall not exceed 125 feet. 

10. The exit shall not terminate in an egress court where the court depth exceeds the court 

width unless it is possible to exit in either direction to the public way. 

11. Other occupancies are permitted in the same building provided they comply with all the 

requirements of this code.  Other occupancies shall not communicate with the Group R 

occupancy portion of the building or with the single-exit stairway. 

Exception: Parking garages and occupied roofs accessory to the Group R occupancy are 

permitted to communicate with the exit stairway. 

12. The exit serving the Group R occupancy shall not discharge through any other occupancy, 

including an accessory parking garage. 

13. There shall be no openings within 10 feet (3048mm) of unprotected openings into the 

stairway other than required exit doors having a one-hour fire resistance rating. 
14. The emergency power illumination requirements in section 1008.3 shall be provided regardless of 

there being only one means of egress under this section. 
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