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Regulatory Reference: RCSA § 10-287c-15(a) Department of Administrative Services
Rev. 11/25/2025 Public School Building Projects Grants Program

The Space Standards Compliance Form - Introduction

Space Standards Defined

The State Standard Space Specifications (commonly referred to as Space Standards) are used to determine the
maximum allowable square footage eligible for reimbursement for applicable school building projects under the
grants program. These limits are primarily based on:

e Projected student enrollment

*  Per-pupil square footage limits defined in regulation’
e Grade levels served

e Year of original construction

If a project’s actual square footage exceeds the Space Standards, reimbursement will be reduced proportionally
based on the percentage of the excess.

Space Standards Applicability

The Space Standards generally apply to all Priority List school building projects, unless DAS grants an exemption?
(see Section 5.1, Project Exemption Criteria). In certain cases, projects with extraordinary programmatic needs may
qualify for a waiver® of the Space Standards (See Section 4.1, Programmatic Waiver Criteria). Each has distinct
qualifying criteria and potential implications for grant reimbursement.

Determining Actual and Allowable Areas
Use the separate DAS Space Standards Calculation Tool to consistently measure the actual building area, calculate
the allowable Space Standards area, and assess compliance.

Purpose of this Form

School districts and their design teams use this form to document compliance with the Space Standards for
applicable projects or request a waiver or exemption, if applicable.

DAS uses this form to verify compliance or, when applicable, to grant a waiver or exemption.

Form Submission Timing

DAS approval of Space Standards compliance, waiver, or exemption must be finalized before the Final Plan Review*
for the building alteration or construction phase of all applicable projects. Districts are encouraged to submit this
form early, once the building square footage is confirmed and design drawings are sufficiently developed.

How to Submit
Submit the completed form to your assigned DAS Plan Reviewer and copy the shared inbox:
das.planreviewschools@ct.gov.

Questions and Feedback
For questions regarding this form or the Space Standards, contact: das.planreviewschools@ct.gov.

Help us improve this form — take our short survey: Space Standards Compliance Form Survey.

1See § 10-287c-15(a) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

2 An exemption means the project is not subject to the Space Standards, pursuant to § 10-286(a) of the Connecticut General
Statutes.

3 A waiver allows the portion of the project attributable to extraordinary programmatic needs to be excluded from the calculation
of the Space Standards, pursuant to § 10-287c-15(a)(2) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

4 Also historically referred to as the Pre-Bid Conformance Review (PCR).
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Space Standards Compliance Form

1. Project Project Name:
Information

District Name:

DAS Project Number: e.g., 999-0999 XX
2. Primary District Contact Designer or Owner’s Project Manager
Contact
Information Name: Name:
Title: Firm:
Email: Email:
3. Calculation Space Standards Calculation Tool
and Compliance O The calculation tool has been completed.

Confirm completion

Compliance with Space Standards
and compliance.

Based on the calculation tool results:
O The project complies with the Space Standards.
O The project exceeds the Space Standards.

Note: Projects exceeding the allowable Space Standards without an approved waiver
or exemption may be subject to a reduced reimbursement rate.

Next Steps:
e Ifthe project complies, proceed to Section 6, Attachments.
e Ifthe project exceeds the standards, it may qualify for a waiver (programmatic
need) or exemption (project type).
e To determine if your project qualifies and to request a waiver or exemption,
complete the following sections.
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4.1. Extraordinary Programmatic Need

Programmatic Does the proposed facility exceed the Space Standards due to an extraordinary

Waiver Criteria programmatic need (i.e., a specific, justified educational program that exceeds

typical requirements)?
Determine whether O ves
a program-related No

waiver may apply.

Documentation of Need
Is the extraordinary programmatic need defined and documented in the approved

Educational Specifications (Ed Specs)?
O ves
No

Next Steps:

e Ifyou answered Yes to both questions above, you may request a waiver by
completing the narrative responses in the following Programmatic Justification
section.

e Ifyou answered No to either question, the project does not qualify for a
programmatic exemption. Please proceed to Section 5.1, Project Exemption
Criteria.
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4.2,
Programmatic
Waiver
Justification

Request a waiver
and provide
supporting
explanation.

Instructions:
Limit responses to

the space provided.

Additional narrative
pages will not be
reviewed.

Programmatic Waiver Request
O request a waiver from the Space Standards due to an extraordinary
programmatic need.

Total programmatic area requested for waiver:

ft?
Measure usable programmatic spaces to the inside face of walls.
This value must match the total area identified in the required attachments.

Program Description
What is the nature and purpose of the program requiring additional space?

What makes this program an extraordinary need?

Space Needs
What specific space needs created by this program cause the project to exceed the
Space Standards?

Alternatives Considered

What alternatives were considered to reduce or avoid exceeding the Space
Standards?

E.g., modifying the floor plate, reconfiguring or sharing spaces, scheduling solutions

Why were these alternatives insufficient or not feasible?
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4.2,
Programmatic
Waiver
Justification
(continued)

Supporting Reports and Analyses
The waiver justification above is supported by one or more of the following types of
documentation (select all that apply):

Program evaluation or assessment report
O Architectural or space efficiency analysis
O Analysis of design, layout, operational alternatives
O other relevant documentation (please specify):

Note:

e DAS may request summary-level information from relevant supporting
materials, if clarification is needed.

e Additional justification may be requested if no supporting documentation is
cited.
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5.1. Project Renovation Designation

Exemption Has this project received Renovation (RNV) designation by DAS Plan Review or

Criteria through special legislation?

O vYes

Determine whether ONo

a project exemption

may apply. Note: The RNV designation request is a separate process from the grant application.

Turn-Key Purchase
Is the project an approved Turn-key purchase for school use?

O vYes
ONo

Note: “Turn-key purchase” has a specific legal definition within the grants program
and is an uncommon project type.

Next Steps:

e Ifyou answered Yes to either question above, you may request an exemption by
completing the narrative responses in the following Project Justification section.

e Ifyou answered No to both questions, the project does not qualify for an
exemption. Please proceed to Section 6, Attachments.
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5.2. Project
Exemption
Justification

Request an
exemption and
provide supporting
explanation.

Instructions:
Limit responses to

the space provided.

Additional narrative
pages will not be
reviewed.

Project Exemption Request
O request an exemption from the Space Standards based on the need for the
project and the cost savings to the State and the school district.

Need for the Project
Why is a Renovation (or Turn-key purchase) necessary?

What specific issues are addressed by pursuing a Renovation (or Turn-key purchase)
that could not be resolved through other means?

Renovation with Partial New Construction

Is this project limited to renovation within the existing building footprint, with no new
construction or reconstruction of demolished areas?

Yes - renovation only.

O No - includes new construction.

If “No,” describe the nature and extent of the new construction, and explain why an
exemption from the Space Standards is still justified.

Note: Projects with new construction may not qualify for an exemption.

Alternative Construction Options
What alternative construction approaches were considered?
E.g., alteration, partial demolition, new construction, or a combination of these

Why were these alternatives insufficient or not feasible?




DAS-058 Space Standards Compliance State of Connecticut
Regulatory Reference: RCSA § 10-287c-15(a) Department of Administrative Services

Rev. 11/25/2025

Public School Building Projects Grants Program

5.2. Project
Exemption

Justification
(continued)

Non-Construction-Based Strategies

What non-construction-based strategies have been implemented or considered to
bring the facility into compliance with the Space Standards?

E.g., school consolidation, grade reconfiguration, program relocation

Why were these strategies insufficient or not feasible?

Cost Savings
Explain how this project results in cost savings to the State and the school district,
despite exceeding the Space Standards.

Supporting Reports and Analyses

The exemption justification above is supported by one or more professional- or
consultant-prepared reports that assess the following (select all that apply):
O capacity and utilization

O Facilities master planning

Construction options

Non-construction strategies

Cost analysis of options

Note:

e DAS may request summary-level information from relevant supporting
materials, if clarification is needed.

e Additional justification may be requested if no supporting documentation is
cited.
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6. Attachments

Provide required
supporting
documentation, as
applicable.

Instructions:

Check each item
included. Only the
attachments listed
and checked will be
reviewed. Additional
documentation will
not be considered.

*Note: Items that do
not apply may be
left unchecked.

Required For All Submissions

Completed DAS Space Standards Calculation tool (Excel format)

O Marked-up building floorplan drawings (PDF format), identifying the following:
O international Building Code (IBC) Building Area (listed on the Code Sheet)
O Non-program areas under roof overhangs*
[ central and district-level administrative space*
Pre-1959 construction remaining in the completed project*
Dedicated HVAC/mechanical rooms*

Floorplan Mark-ups:
Color-coded highlights for each area type

Numerical totals for each listed area
O Totals match values entered in the DAS Space Standards Calculation tool

Additional Requirements for Programmatic Waiver Requests

Complete this section if requesting a Space Standards waiver in Section 4.2.

O Areas contributing to the waiver request are identified on the same floorplans
O Total waiver area is listed and matches the value provided in Section 4.2

Waiver Mark-ups:
O Distinct color-coded highlights for each waiver-related area

O Area calculations shown, if applicable

Additional Requirements for Project Exemption Requests
Complete this section if requesting a Space Standards exemption in Section 5.2.
O Areas of renovation, demolition, new construction, and reconstruction are
identified on the same floorplans (as applicable)
Exemption Mark-ups:
O pistinct color-coded highlights for each type of area
Area calculations shown, if applicable

7. Applicant
Certification
and Submission

Confirm accuracy of
information and
submit form to DAS.

By entering my name below, I certify that the information provided in this form and the
attached documentation is true, complete, and accurate to the best of my
knowledge.

Title: (e.g., District Superintendent or equivalent)

Name: Date:

Submit Completed Form to DAS

Email this form to your assigned DAS Plan Reviewer and copy the shared inbox:
das.planreviewschools@ct.gov.

Note: Submit this form in its original fillable PDF format. Printed or scanned forms will
not be accepted.
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DAS Internal Use Only

Initial Review General Submission Yes No n/a
Checklist Applicable sections of the Compliance Form are complete

Project information (number, construction type) is accurate
Instructions: Calculation Tool is complete and attached in Excel format

DAS Plan Review
must complete this
checklist as part of

Floorplan Review

Required marked-up floorplan drawings are attached

the initial review. IBC Building Area indicated on Code Sheet

Non-program areas under roof overhangs are labeled
Check Yes, No, or Central/district-level administrative spaces are labeled
N/A for each item. Pre-1959 construction is identified

Dedicated HVAC/mechanical rooms are identified
Floorplan totals match values in Calculation Tool
Floorplans consistent with Space Compilation Worksheet

OOoOo0goooad
OOoOo0oooa
OOoOo0oooag

Waiver and Exemption Review
Relevant areas labeled and quantified on floorplans
Relevant narrative sections are completed and acceptable
Supporting reports or analyses are cited
No further clarification or additional justification required
Programmatic Waiver
Programmatic need is consistent with approved Ed Specs
OGA received SDE approval (if Special or MAG program)
Waiver area on floorplans matches value listed on Form
Project Exemption
RNV designation or Turn-key project type confirmed

O OO0 O0OdOgo
O 00O O0OdOoo
OoOo0O oO0Oao

O

Final Review and Review Disposition: Comments: (if applicable)
Disposition Space Standards Compliance
Acknowledged

Instructions:

DAS must complete Walver/Exemptlon Approved

e st Revise and Resubmit

finalize the review. Rejected

Use the Comments

field to explain any DAS Plan Reviewer: (required for all submissions)

required revisions,

conditions for Name: Date:

approval, or reasons
for rejection.

DAS Delegated Authority: (required only for waiver or exemption requests)
Forward the

finalized form to the Name:
project team, as
well as the OGA and Title:

Plan Review shared
email inboxes.

Signature: Date:
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