€ CONNEcCTICUT

Administrative Services

House Bill 7118

AN ACT CONCERNING GUIDES ISSUED BY ELECTRIC VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS
FOR EXTINGUISHING FIRES IN ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Testimony of the Department of Administrative Services
Public Safety and Security Committee
March 4, 2025

Senator Gaston, Representative Boyd, Senator Cicarella, Representative Howard, and distinguished
members of the Public Safety Committee, | am Lauri Volkert, the State Fire Marshal, and I thank you for
the opportunity to submit testimony on House Bill 7118: An Act Concerning Guides Issued by Electric
Vehicle Manufactures for Extinguishing Fires in Electric Vehicles.

House Bill 7118 would require, among other things, that each motor vehicle manufacturer that sells
electric vehicles in the state issue a guide for extinguishing fires in electric vehicles specific to each model
and provide each of these guides to the State Fire Marshal.

While I support the legislation's intent to require fire safety/suppression guides, I do not believe that my
office would be the best recipient/holder of these guides. I would recommend that the guides be provided
to the Commission on Fire Prevention and Control, as they have more jurisdiction over fire suppression
training and standards, and I have confirmed that the Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection (DESPP) would be supportive of this change as well.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony and share my thoughts with the Committee.
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