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Senator Flexer, Representative Blumenthal, Senator Sampson, Representative Mastrofrancesco, and
distinguished members of the Government Administration and Elections Committee. We thank you for
the opportunity to submit testimony on House Bill 6044: An Act Concerning a Study of Accessible
Seating for Visually Impaired Persons at Venues that Receive State Funding, which requires the
Department of Administrative Services (DAS) to conduct a study on requiring venues that receive state
funding to provide seats for visually impaired people close to performance areas. DAS appreciates the
legislation's overall goal and intent; however, we have concerns with the bill as drafted.

As currently drafted, the term “state funding” is ambiguous, as the bill uses it very broadly. Additionally,
the bill mandates a study to identify which venues should be subject to this requirement. Depending on
how “state funding” is defined, the study could encompass K-12 schools, state universities and colleges,
theaters, comedy clubs, music venues, and various multi-use auditoriums. These entities may receive
state funding through general fund appropriations, bonding funds, awards from the Arts Endowment
Fund, and other state-funded grant programs, potentially involving hundreds of venues and performance
spaces.

DAS would not have authority over most facilities listed above since we manage only about 10% of state-
owned properties. To conduct this study, the department would need a clear understanding of the visually
impaired community and the meaning of “close to performance areas.” Currently, we do not possess the
necessary expertise to make these determinations. If the department is required to undertake this task, it
would necessitate additional funding not included in the Governor’s proposed budget to complete the
work.

For the above reasons, we respectfully request that the Committee oppose House Bill 6044.

We thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony and share our thoughts with the Committee.

450 Columbus Boulevard | Hartford, CT 06103
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer



