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The Three Hundred Fifty-Eighth meeting of the State Insurance and Risk Management Board was 
held on Tuesday, July 21, 2026.  The meeting was a Hybrid Meeting, with in-person attendees at 
One Financial Plaza, Hartford CT and virtual attendees on Microsoft Teams. 
 
 Chairperson Susan Donatelli presided. 
 
The following members were in attendance: 
 
 State Insurance & Risk Management Board 
    
            Ms. Susan M. Donatelli, Chairperson 
  Mr. Stephen Fontana Vice Chairperson 
  Mr. George A. Dagon, Jr., 
  Mr. Brian M. Farrell 
  Mr. Patrick Mahon 
  Mr. Seth T. Mahler 
  Mr. Scott Kuhnly 
  Mr. John Rogers  
  Ms. Yamuna Menon, Assistant Comptroller   
     
                    
  Department of Administrative Services/Insurance and Risk Management Board 
 

Ms. Melissa M. Frank, Director of Insurance and Risk Management  
Ms. Sherry Chance, Fiscal Administrative Officer 

  
   
 Office of the Agent of Record 
 
 Mr. Brian Tamms, Senior Vice President Assured Partners a Gallagher Company  
 Ms. Doreen Lessard, Account Executive - Assured Partners, a Gallagher Company 
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1. Call to Order  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:34 AM              
 
2.  Discussion / Approval of minutes of Meeting No.357 held on April 21,2026 (Exhibit 2) 
 
The minutes were tabled until the next meeting. 
 
3. Discussion / Approval of minutes of Special Meeting held on May 8, 2026 (Exhibit 3) 
 
The minutes were tabled until the next meeting. 
 
4) Discussion / Approval of minutes of Special Meeting held on June 12, 2026 (Exhibit 4) 
 
The minutes were tabled until the next meeting. 
 
5) SIRMB Expenditures – Approval 
 

a) FY2025-2026 expenditures for April 2026 (Exhibit 5a) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Dagon, seconded by Mr. Mahler and unanimously 

 
VOTED: To approve the expenditures from April 2026. 
 

      b) FY 2025-2026 expenditures for May 2026 (Exhibit 5b) 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Fontana, seconded by Mr. Mahler and unanimously 
 

VOTED: To approve the expenditures from May 2026. 
 

     c) FY 2025-2026 expenditures for June 2026 (Exhibit 5c) 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Mahon, seconded by Mr. Fontana and unanimously 
 

VOTED: To approve the expenditures from June 2026. 
 
6.   FY 2026-2027 Discussion Exhibit 6) 
 
Ms. Frank updated the board on the Budget for FY 26/27 including her requests for carryforwards 
and the upcoming Biennium budget.  
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7) Director’s Report – Informational (Exhibit 7) 
 
Ms. Frank updated the board on her efforts to mitigate risk across the state: by continuing to work 
with agencies to complete outstanding property risk mitigation measures recommended by the 
property insurer and by continuing to review insurance risk provisions in State contracts with the 
help of Mr. Tamms.  
 
Ms. Frank also updated the board on the DOT’s recent agreement for increased UM/UIM coverage 
for DOT NP-2 employees. While the legislation did not move forward in this past session, a letter 
agreement with the NP2 union to provide those increased benefits will be effective January 1, 
2027. The agreement also provided for some annual funding of these claims. She further updated 
the board on ongoing claims-related and general risk management activities.  
 
Ms. Menon thanked Ms. Frank for her very important work on reviewing the contractual risks with 
agencies as they work on state contracts. 
  
8. Insurance Renewals  
 

a) UConn Athletic Injury renewal 2026-2027 – Discussion/Approval (Exhibit 8a) 
 

Mr. Tamms explained that the NCAA provides catastrophic coverage for claims of more 
than $90,000, and this policy provides coverage for athletic injuries up to that amount. The 
program provides athletic injury coverage and claims management services for 
intercollegiate student athletes at UConn for amounts incurred below the NCAA 
deductible. He explained that an unfavorable loss history has led to an increased premium, 
despite the increase in deductible two years ago. Additionally, based on the increased claim 
activity, the program manager is seeking an increase in their claim fee from $37,500 to 
$45,000. He reminded the board that UConn reimburses 100% of the premium. 

 
After a brief Q & A discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Fontana seconded by Mr. 
Kuhnly and the board unanimously   

 
VOTED: To place coverage with Berkley at an annual premium of $630,994. 

 
b) UConn Study Abroad renewal 2026-2027 – Discussion/Approval  

 
Mr. Tamms noted that the Study Abroad program remains steady, allowing for this year’s 
renewal premium to remain the same as prior year’s premium with coverages remaining 
the same. He also noted that UConn pays 100% of the premium. 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Mahon, seconded by Mr. Mahler and the board unanimously 
VOTED: To place coverage as outlined in Exhibit 8b at an annual premium of $143,533.  
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c) Policy renewals under $100K – Informational  

 
Ms. Frank directed the board to the exhibit with information on policy renewals under 
100K and advised that all renewals were routine and in line with the usual course of 
business.  

 
9.  Claims Committee Report – Patrick Mahon 

 
Mr. Mahon reported that the Claims Committee met on May 13th with representatives from 
Assured Partners, now a Gallagher company, and Constitution State Services. During this meeting 
the committee reviewed a report that highlighted claims that have been resolved since the last 
committee meeting, and new claims were presented for discussion. Settlement and/or reserve 
authority were either extended or increased on several of the claims discussed, based on the merits 
of each case. Of the files discussed, 6 claims had trial or mediation dates that were approaching 
soon.  
 
  
10. Other Matters to Come Before the Board 

 Mr. Tamms explained that the expected Federal Rail Liability Tort Cap has not yet been finalized 
and approved by congress. He explained that the dollars allotted to the expected cost of the increase 
are reserved in the event the Tort cap does increase. 

Ms. Frank informed the board that she is exploring avenues for recouping the increasing costs 
associated with defending claims brought by a handful of firms who persist with suits where they 
received notice that the State does not have care, custody or control of a specific location. The 
board supported this inquiry and concurred that a response to these types of suits may be helpful 
in dissuading these sorts of claims.    

11. Date and location of next meeting  

The next meeting will be held on Friday September 11th, 2026, at 9:30AM.  

12. Motion to Adjourn 
 
It was moved by Mr. Fontana, seconded by Mr. Dagon and the board unanimously 
 
 VOTED: The meeting be adjourned.  The meeting adjourned at 10:11 A.M. 


