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Overview
The Commission has developed a comprehensive strategy to bridge the digital divide and
empower all residents with the tools and resources needed to participate fully in the digital age.
The Digital Equity Plan is specifically designed to support 'Covered Populations,' including low-
income residents, aging individuals, people with disabilities, and those facing language barriers.
The plan aims to enhance critical areas such as economic and workforce development,
education, health, civic engagement, and essential service delivery for these targeted
populations. The five-year Digital Equity Plan, "Connecticut: Everyone Connected," establishes
clear goals that build on existing efforts and directly address the digital needs of residents:

Administrative Services

Connecticut Commission for Educational Technology

September 2024 Digital Equity Program Updates

Promote the development of digital skills and technical support programes.

Increase public awareness of digital equity resources.

Ensure residents have affordable options for getting online that meet their needs.
Support the development of accessible and inclusive digital government at both state
and local levels.

Support the buildout of high-speed broadband infrastructure.

Foster ongoing learning about digital equity best practices.

Program Updates and Funding Status

The Connecticut Digital Equity Plan was officially approved on March 28th, 2024.

The Commission submitted its application for $9M in funding through the Digital Equity
Capacity Program on July 26th, 2024. That proposal includes the following projects:

o

Short Term Pilots: These experimental initiatives will quickly test and evaluate new
strategies for addressing digital inequities, including focused pilots like Rural and
Urban Digital Navigation.

Digital Equity Collaboratives: This initiative will bridge the digital divide by fostering
collaboration among educators, policymakers, and community organizations to
create inclusive digital ecosystemes.

Digital Equity Curriculum: This project will develop a structured educational
program to equip diverse learners with the skills and knowledge necessary to
thrive in the digital world.

Asset Map: A visual database is being created to identify and categorize
community resources related to digital equity, helping stakeholders coordinate
efforts and address digital disparities.

Program Evaluation: This project will assess the effectiveness of digital equity
initiatives across the state, measuring impacts on key metrics such as internet
accessibility and digital literacy.

e The Commission hosted a Webinar August 14 to encourage Connecticut
organizations to apply for funding through the Digital Equity Competitive Program.

For the latest on State Digital Equity efforts, visit www.CT.gov/DigitalEquity.
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