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CT State Library

Preserving the Past. Informing the Future.

At a Glance

DEBORAH SCHANDER, State Librarian
Established: 1854

Statutory authority: CGS Chapter 188

Central office: 231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106
Number of employees: 83 (all funds, as of 6/30/25)
Recurring operating expenses: $10,338,659
Organizational structure:

Office of the State Librarian (including: Fiscal/Administrative Services)
Collection Services
Digitization & Digital Collection Services
Discovery & Delivery Services
Library Development (including: CT Library for Accessible Books)
Museum of Connecticut History
Office of the Public Records Administrator
Reference Services
State Archives

Mission

The CT State Library is a gateway to lifelong learning for all residents and visitors, inspiring a
shared and informed future through our diverse, historic, and cultural resources.

Statutory Responsibility

The twelve-member State Library Board has responsibility for:

The supervision of the State Library by a State Librarian

Planning for state-wide library service, other than for school libraries
Maximum state participation in federal aid for public libraries

Establishing standards for principal public libraries

Appointing an advisory council for library planning and development
Instituting and conducting programs of state-wide library service
Maintaining the state's principal law library

Maintaining a library service for the blind and other persons with disabilities
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Planning and developing the Connecticut Digital Library

Providing construction grants to public libraries

Creating and maintaining the official state archives

Programs for library development and reader services

Operating the Raymond E. Baldwin Museum of Connecticut History and Heritage

The State Library Board consists of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or designee; the
Chief Court Administrator or designee; the Commissioner of Education or designee; five
members who are appointed by the Governor, one of whom shall be an experienced librarian,
one of whom shall be an experienced archivist and one of whom shall be an experienced
museum professional; and one member each appointed by the president pro tempore of the
Senate, the minority leader of the Senate, the speaker of the House of Representatives and the
minority leader of the House.

As the State Library Board’s and the State Library agency’s Chief Administrative Officer, the
State Librarian is responsible for administering, coordinating, and supervising all aspects of the
agency’s operations enumerated above as well as directing staff; administering the Federal
Library program; and developing and directing a public records management program.

The State Library approves rules and regulations for the state publications depository library
system; the retention, destruction, and transfer of documents; the borrowIT CT programs
(formerly Connecticard); and statewide library programs.

Public Service

The State Library provides a variety of library, information, archival, public records, museum,
and administrative services to the citizens of Connecticut, as well as the employees and officials
of all three branches of State government. Students, researchers, public libraries, and town
governments throughout the state are also served by the State Library. In addition, the State
Library directs a program of statewide library development and administers the federal Library
Services and Technology Act state grant.

In 2011, the Department of Administrative Services' Small Agency Resource Team (SMART)
became responsible for the State Library's Human Resources needs and most of its business
office operations.

Collection Services
Responsible for administering the Library Materials budget and its acquisitions; collection
development; documents processing; monograph and serial processing.

Digitization & Digital Collection Services

Responsible for strategic digitization program for State Library collections; in-house digitization
of State Library collections; historic Connecticut newspaper digitization projects; in-house
repair, treatment, and custom protective enclosures to preserve the State Library’s collections;
collaborative statewide digital initiatives.



Discovery & Delivery Services
Responsible for cataloging and metadata creation for the State Library's collections and
managing the library's integrated library system.

Division of Library Development

The Division of Library Development provides leadership, funding, education, and statewide
services that enhance a local library’s ability to deliver high-quality library service to their
community.

deliverIT CT (formerly Connecticar) provides a delivery service to more than 200 public
and academic libraries in Connecticut, transporting books and other items for patrons,
and providing support for statewide resource sharing.

borrowlT CT (formerly Connecticard) is a statewide reciprocal borrowing program
allowing Connecticut citizens to use their hometown library cards in any public library in
Connecticut. The Division administers the program including grants that partially
reimburse libraries for non-resident use.

Consulting and Training Services support the local library’s ability to provide high
quality library services that are responsive to the needs of their communities.

eGO CT provides access to a collection of over 50,000 items to 164 public libraries and
20 academic libraries through the Palace Project app and access to a children and young
adult collection of eBooks through the eGO CT Community Sharing Program to 200
K12 schools.

research IT CT (formerly iCONN) provides all students, faculty, and residents in
Connecticut with online access to essential library and information resources. Through
researchlT CT, a core level of information resources including a statewide catalog and
interlibrary loan system is available to every citizen in the state. In addition, specialized
research information is available to college students and faculty.

The Middletown Library Service Center provides collection support, a technology
training lab, consulting, and training and professional development materials for
Connecticut library staff.

Public Library Grants provide basic support for public libraries in Connecticut.

The Public Library Construction program provides grants for public library construction
projects to improve library facilities to meet their communities' changing needs.
Statistical Data on public libraries is compiled annually and published online. The
Division submits statistical data to the Federal-State Cooperative System for Public
Library Data and compiles and reports statistical and narrative data on the State Library
agency to the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

Federal Support for Libraries from the Institute of Museum and Library Services is
administered through the Division. The Division also coordinates and approves E-Rate
Technology Planning for public libraries.

The CT Library for Accessible Books (CTLAB), formerly the Library for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped (LBPH), is a network library of the Library of Congress,
National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled. The service provides free
loans of audio and braille books, magazines, and necessary equipment to eligible state
residents unable to read print materials because of a print disability.



Museum of Connecticut History

The Museum is located in the Connecticut State Library and Supreme Court Building. The
Museum consists of Memorial Hall, a magnificently restored beaux-arts style gallery, and three
adjoining exhibit areas. On permanent display are portraits of Connecticut Governors as well as
historic documents, including the State's original 1662 Royal Charter, the 1639 Fundamental
Orders, and the 1818 and 1964 State Constitutions. The primary focus of the Museum's
collection is Connecticut’s government, military, and industrial history. Permanent and changing
exhibits trace the growth of the state and its role in the development of the nation from the
Colonial era to the present.

Office of the Public Records Administrator

The Office of the Public Records Administrator designs and implements a critical records
management program to guide employees of executive branch state agencies and political
subdivisions of the state, including towns, cities, boroughs, and districts in fulfilling statutory
obligations for the management of public records. By statute, the office is responsible for:

e C(Creating records management policies, procedures, regulations, guidelines, records
retention schedules, and educational, training, and supplemental resources;

e Publishing regulations regarding the construction of vaults, the filing of permanent land
maps in the towns, and the electronic recording of land records;

e Monitoring the annual examination of land record indexes;

e Overseeing records storage throughout the state by operating the State Records Center,
which provides state agencies with off-site storage at no charge, and inspecting and
approving municipal vaults and other public records storage facilities;

e Administering the Historic Documents Preservation Program, which assists
municipalities in improving the preservation and management of their historic and local
government records through the awarding of yearly grants;

¢ Aiding in the identification and preservation of essential records necessary for disaster
response and recovery of normal business operations by the state and its political
subdivisions;

e Fulfilling statutory obligations requiring the Public Records Administrator and the State
Archivist to approve the disposition of all public records prior to their destruction or
transfer.

Reference Services
Maintains and provides access to:

o Comprehensive collections of Connecticut and United States government publications
dating from the late 1700s to the present. These collections, numbering well over a
million and a half pieces, support the State Library’s roles as the Regional Federal
Depository for Connecticut and Rhode Island and as the Connecticut State Documents
repository.

e A comprehensive collection of current and retrospective versions of legal, legislative, and
public policy resources. The collection includes print as well as digital subscriptions to
statutes and case reports for all 50 U.S. states and federal jurisdictions, a broad range of
legal treatises, law periodicals, and finding aids on topics relevant to state government
interests including the archives of Connecticut General Assembly documents, indexes to



legislative bills, House and Senate proceedings, public hearings, and compilations of
legislative histories for Connecticut Public and Special Acts.

e A comprehensive collection of materials on the history of Connecticut and its people.
Resources include an extensive collection of local histories and genealogies with
particular emphasis on Connecticut and New England, most Connecticut town vital
records, land records, probate records from the 1600s to the early 1900s, church records
from hundreds of Connecticut churches, transcriptions of family Bible records and
cemetery inscriptions, abstracts of newspaper notices of marriages and deaths, military
records, the Federal census records for Connecticut, 1790-1930, comprehensive and
retrospective collections of Connecticut atlases and maps (including Sanborn Fire
Insurance Atlases), city directories, and the most comprehensive collection of
Connecticut newspapers from colonial times to the present.

State Archives

While the State Library has served as the official State Archives since the passage of PA 09-175
in 1909, it began acquiring historical records from the three branches of State government as
early as 1855 under the first State Librarian J. Hammond Trumbull. Today, the State Archives
includes more than 55,021 cubic feet of records from state and local governments, private
organizations, and individuals. These records document the evolution of state public policy and
its implementation, the rights and claims of citizens, and the history of Connecticut and its
people. The State Archivist assists the Public Records Administrator in developing records
management guidelines, regulations, and records retention schedules for state agencies and local
governments. By statute, the State Archivist must review all records retention schedules issued
by the Public Records Administrator and records disposal authorizations submitted to the Public
Records Administrator to determine if the records have historical value.

Improvements/Achievements 2024-2025

Collection Services
Collection Statistics at a Glance

6,635 Tangible items added to the general collection
340 Tangible items added to the Federal Documents collection

2,176 Tangible items added to the Connecticut Documents collection

598,442 Links to CSL licensed content maintained in Alma/Primo, the library catalog
142 Databases on the LibGuides A-Z List
32,245 Virtual visits to databases on the LibGuides A-Z List

209 Interlibrary Loan lending requests filled

2,844 CT State Library cards issued

Budget
Collection Services successfully closed FY2025 having expended $574,524.38, or 99.99%, of
the legal/legislative library materials allocation of $ 574,540.00.



General Collection
Staff added 6,635 tangible items to the general collection (e.g., Stacks, Current Statutes,
Reference, Newspaper Room) in the following material types:

Book: 187
Bound volume: 793
DVD: 1

Graphic: 2

Issue: 1,205
Looseleaf: 20
Map: 1
Microfiche: 222
Microfilm: 34
Newspaper: 3,474
Other: 4
Pamphlet: 692

Connecticut Documents

Staft added 2,176 tangible Connecticut documents to the collection. Of these, 1,682 were state
documents and 494 were town documents. Staff also maintained the Connecticut State Document
Depository Program by distributing print Connecticut state documents via deliverIT CT and U.S.
Mail to libraries nationwide, including the Library of Congress.

Federal Documents

As the Regional Federal Depository Library for Connecticut and Rhode Island, staff added 340
tangible Federal Documents to the collection. Of these, 176 (52%) were paper and 164 (48%)
were microfiche.

Deaccessions

Following established surplus procedures, Collection Services staff deaccessioned 1,327
volumes from the law library collection. These law materials were digests and looseleaf services
identified by CSL Law Reference librarians for weeding.

Electronic Resources

The LibGuides A-Z Databases page at https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/az.php received 32,245
virtual visits, an average of 88.3 visits per day. The agency offered 142 databases, of which 100
permit remote access 24/7 for CT State Library cardholders. The agency used OCLC Hosted
Ezproxy for library card user authentication. The top three databases most often consulted on
LibGuides were ProQuest s Hartford Courant (1764-1999), Public Act Legislative Histories, and
Ancestry.com: CT State.

The Alma/Primo catalog offered 969,428 portfolios (i.e. links to full text) of which Collection
Services staff maintained 598,442 links to CSL licensed content (e.g. ebooks, ejournals, and
subscription databases). CSL licensed content accounted for 62% of all portfolios in the catalog.
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Interlibrary Loan (ILL) Lending

Staff filled 187 Interlibrary Loan lending requests from the agency collection through OCLC
Worldshare, loaning 98 books and providing 89 copies of articles to libraries nationwide. The
average turnaround time for CSL to respond to requests was approximately 20 hours.

Interlibrary Loan (ILL) Borrowing
CSL borrowed 22 books and articles from libraries nationwide to assist Connecticut state
agencies and state employees with their research needs.

Circulation
During FY25, Reference Services staff issued 2,844 new CT State Library cards to Connecticut

residents, state employees, and students.

CSL loaned 317 physical items from the State Library collections in the following categories:

Conn Doc 27
CT-N DVDs 48
Federal Documents 22
Federal Documents

Microfiche 1
GIRS Reference 1
History Reference

Microform 2
Special Collections 1
Stacks 215

Digitization & Digital Collection Services

Digitization Projects

Over the past year, a total of 276 volumes and 266 serial issues were digitized by staff,
amounting to over 45,800 pages (800 gigabytes (GB) of data). This included the following
special projects:

e Connecticut State Documents: The third phase of an ongoing project to digitize unique
Connecticut state documents from the State Library collections was completed. This
phase of the project digitized a total of 292 publications issued from 1961 to 1969.

e Connecticut General Assembly Proceedings: Sixty-two volumes of historical
transcripts from the 1963, 1965, and 1967 House, Senate, and Joint Standing Committee
proceedings were digitized, amounting to over 17,000 pages (580 GB).

e Office of Policy and Management (OPM) Conservation and Development Plans:
This short-term project digitized adopted State Conservation and Development Plans
issued by OPM. The digitized plans are now accessible online in a special collection in
the Connecticut Digital Archive (CTDA).

Digital Collections

Staff added 274 volumes and 336 serial issues, or about 1 terabyte (TB) of digitized content, to
CSL’s digital collections in the CTDA for long-term preservation and public access.

CT Digital Newspaper Project



CSL’s sixth National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) National Digital Newspaper
Program grant award was terminated by the NEH in April 2025. Prior to the grant termination,
CSL had digitized 94,000 pages of historical Connecticut newspapers, which are or will soon be
available in the Library of Congress’ Chronicling America database. Titles digitized included
early Connecticut newspapers, such as the Danbury Times/News, 1837-1871, and the first daily
newspaper in Connecticut, The Daily Herald, 1831-1841; New Britain’s Polish language
newspaper Przewodnik katolicki (Catholic Leader), 1908-1920; newspapers illustrating the
suburbanization of Hartford, such as the East Hartford Gazette, 1925-1963; and the labor
newspaper Connecticut CIO Vanguard, 1943-1958. A complete list of the 40 titles digitized is
available on the project website.

Digital Collections Committee

The Digital Collections Committee released the “Connecticut State Library Metadata Guidelines
for Digital Collections in the Connecticut Digital Archive,” a set of practical instructions for
State Library staff who create descriptive metadata records for digitized and born digital content
that is preserved and made accessible in the CTDA. The main goals for the guidelines are to
ensure consistency in metadata across library units and projects and to align State Library digital
collections with national standards. The committee also completed extensive updates to the
Digital Collections at CSL research guide, which is a comprehensive list of all digital collections
with materials from CSL collections. The guide is an important source for patrons wanting to
find materials from CSL collections that are accessible online.

Preservation

Staff performed 65 in-house repairs on items as follows:
e Mold treatment: 4

Lightweight enclosures: 9

Envelope: 6

Hinge tightening: 1

Tip-ins: 7

Page mending: 4

Pamphlet binders: 4

Pockets: 3

Recasing: 20

Signatures: 3

Rebacking: 2

Spine lining: 2

Discovery & Delivery Services
Cataloging Statistics at a Glance

1,254 Print monographs and serials titles cataloged

7,057 US Government publications titles catalogued (all formats)

6,962 US Government publications titles catalogued (electronic resources)
412 Connecticut State publications titles cataloged
300 Authority records submitted to NACO


https://ctdigitalnewspaperproject.org/titles-digitized/
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Connecticut State Library and the Library of Congress

During 2024-2025, CSL maintained its partnership with the Program for Cooperative Cataloging
at the Library of Congress’s NACO (Name Authority Cooperative Program) unit. In addition to
NACO, CSL maintains full membership in another cooperative program, CONSER (Cooperative
Serials Online Program). A member of staff serves as local coordinator for both projects, and
facilitates communication between the Library of Congress and other NACO participants in
Connecticut.

Maintenance of Electronic Resources

Staff completed its reviews of all unassigned digital inventory of copies of State Library physical
resources and, when available in Internet Archive or as a permanent link created by the United
States Government Publications Office, assigning the resource to the corresponding electronic
collection in Alma. Similarly, staff has undertaken to update and correct 3200 bibliographic
records for which electronic inventory had not migrated correctly to Alma in 2016.

Staff created and are updating monthly two new shared Alma electronic collections for the
Connecticut State Colleges and Universities: USGPO titles from the Connecticut State Library
(comprising 256,205 electronic portfolios as of June 2025) and

Connecticut State Publications (31,536 electronic portfolios as of June 2025).

Staff imported into Alma 233 links to State Library books that Digitization and Digital
Collection Services scanned and added to the Connecticut Digital Archive.

Improvements in Cataloging and Processing
For the History and Genealogy Unit’s shelf reading project, staff prepared a comprehensive shelf
inventory of genealogies and family histories in the CS71 classification area.

Staff reviewed and revised original cataloging and NACO submission practices for the History
and Genealogy Special Genealogical Files.

Staff completed retrospective conversion and reclassification of oversize books and atlases on
Level 1A, to facilitate bookstack reorganization.

Staff developed a local classification system for municipal reports and legal codes which has
been widely accepted. In collaboration with the History and Genealogy unit, staff compiled a
revision of the State Library’s call number designations for Connecticut towns, town sections,
and other local entities.

The State Library implemented PRIMO VE, CSL’s catalog and system for navigating library
resources. PRIMO VE allows for real-time updating of additions and updates to the catalog and
eliminates the problem of false duplicate detections manifest in its predecessor tool.

Division of Library Development (DLD)

Transformation for Libraries: The Futures School: An Organizational Perspective

The Connecticut State Library was awarded $285,000, extension grant #RE-250063-OLS-21,
by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) through the Laura Bush 21% Century



Librarian Program (LB21) to support Transformation for Libraries: The Futures School.
During the original grant period, the Transformation for Libraries project focused on
individuals and will ultimately result in the successful training of over 500 members of the
library workforce; however, there continues to be a large demand from the field for additional
training opportunities and to contextualize Strategic Foresight inside a more organizational
perspective. Based on feedback, observations, and assessments of activities in the first year of
Transformation for Libraries: The Futures School, the CT State Library and its partner Kedge:
The Future School (now TSFX), is actively engaged in identifying potential states and library
systems with which to grow this partnership, with a specific interest in targeting statewide
and underserved library systems as upcoming cohorts. Following a brief federal termination
of the grant project (all Institute of Museums and Library Services discretionary grants were
terminated), it was reinstated after legal action and 9 of the 10 Cohorts were completed
successfully. TFSX provided an abbreviated virtual Foundations in Natural Foresight course
in place of the last Cohort which could not be completed by the end of the grant period. In all,
700 members of the library workforce from 48 states, America Samoa and the U.S. Virgin
Islands were trained in Natural Foresight.

Regional Navigator Sharing Plan

DLD was awarded an Institute of Museums and Library Services (IMLS) National Leadership
Grant LG-254838-0OLS-23 in the amount of $249,948 to design and implement a replicable,
regional navigator sharing plan. Since August of 2023, The Connecticut State Library, in
collaboration with seven public libraries, has been implementing a replicable model for
regional sharing of digital navigation services to underserved residents. The plan is enriching
the National Digital Inclusion Alliance navigator model to facilitate the participation of
smaller libraries via a regional collaboration, simultaneously demonstrating efficiencies of
scale. In the last 12 months of navigation, project participants have held almost 1,300
individual appointments with residents in need and distributed more than 300 devices to those
in this pool in need of a computer. The plan has been introducing centralization and
efficiencies via regional collaboration. This grant project builds on the Connecticut State
Library’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)-funded Digital Navigator Pilot.

CT Ready to Read with Sparkler

The CT Ready to Read with Sparkler curriculum was created by the CT State Library and
Sparkler Learning and builds on the legacy of Every Child Ready to Read, modernizing the
program for today’s librarians and families. The program is designed to help librarians lead
engaging and purposeful storytime sessions that promote key early literacy skills for parents or
caregivers and their young children to experience together. This structured program provides a
roadmap for librarians to facilitate interactive, skill-building sessions that not only support young
children’s growth but also empower parents and caregivers to become active partners in their
children’s early literacy skill development.

Youth Services Critical Conversations

Relationship-building, professional learning cohorts, and idea sharing are integral ways for
library staff to stay inspired, engaged, innovative, and intentional. To this end, the Division of
Library Development began a new series called Youth Services Critical Conversations to serve
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https://playsparkler.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Spring-25_CT-Ready-to-Read-with-Sparkler-1.pdf

as an informal and open-ended opportunity for Youth Services folks in Connecticut to connect,
talk, idea-share, and build community.

Summer Symposium

The CT State Library organized an in-person Summer Symposium for the first time. Summer
library programs are often designed to cater to the needs of a community and the capacity of a
library. The Symposium was designed to provide an opportunity for information gathering and
communication around summer reading, summer services, and how libraries can better serve and
understand their community.

Governor’s Summer Reading List

What began as the inaugural CT State Library Suggested Summer Reading List grew into the
Governor’ Summer Reading List. While libraries have a lot of books, and through resource
sharing, have access to even more books, at times, it can be overwhelming for kids, teens, and
caregivers. The reading list was compiled around this year's theme, Level Up at Your Library,
full of play, games, puzzles, and adventure. The list was created with accessibility at the helm.
The titles and descriptions were created using 16-point font as is recommended for readers who
may have low vision and used dyslexia friendly font. Each graphic image had corresponding alt
text, and the heading colors were Web Content Accessibility Guideline (WCAG) compliant, and
the PDF's were screen reader friendly.

LiFT Courses Community Engagement Liaison

The LiFT courses are intended to address the training needs of predominantly non-degreed
library staff who are new to their current position or new to working in libraries. They were
created by WebJunction and the Idaho Commission for Libraries (ICfL) to replace and update
the Alternative Basic Library Education (ABLE) courses created and maintained by ICFL for
over 25 years. These courses are designed to introduce the learner to various aspects of the
practice, values, and mission of library work, with special focus on small and medium sized
public libraries. These courses do not, and cannot replace specific, detailed tasks and workflow
training on the particular systems, policies, and procedures of individual libraries.

Quebec Public Libraries Meeting

After being spotted on YouTube by our northern neighbors, DLD's Kymberlee Powe was invited
to present at the tenth edition of the Quebec Public Libraries Meeting produced and organized
by the Association of Public Libraries of Quebec in partnership with the Libraries of Montreal.
This two-day hybrid training event took place in May 2025 in Montreal and as a webcast
experience. As part of the Health and Well-Being of Users section, Kym presented, "Services for
Adolescents: Behavior, Programming, and Relationship Building," covering the brain,
emotional, and physical development of teens and how this impacts their relationship with public
libraries. She offered space to discover how library staff can work with youth through
programming, service, and support offerings.

All CT Reads

The All CT Reads year-round initiative continued to promote lifelong reading, learning, and
connection using a rotating community committee structure to select one main book title and
three shortlist book titles each calendar year for three age groups: children (ages 8-12), teens
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(ages 13-18), and adults. In addition to the books, All CT Reads provides a supported
programmatic structure built around the titles with room for individuality and creativity. All CT
Reads is a partnership with the Connecticut Library Consortium (CLC), and the CT Association
of School Librarians (CASL). All CT Reads is supported by a generous grant from EBSCO to
the Connecticut Heritage Foundation whose mission is to support the programs and purposes of
the Connecticut State Library and Museum of Connecticut History.

Libraries Without Borders

Following the year-long pilot initiative with Libraries Without Borders US (LWB) from spring
2023-spring 2024, LWB collaborated with the CT State Library to create Reimagining Library
Outreach and Access, a series of trainings and toolkits for libraries across the whole state to learn
to achievably expand outreach capacity drawing on the experiences and learnings from the year
one libraries which represent a mix of geographic region, demographics, and size. In July 2024,
the series kicked off year two with “Enhancing Library Capacity & Growing Community
Connections,” a panel presentation with the State Library and LWB along with representatives
from the six pilot libraries focusing on the ways these libraries grew their reach and are
sustainably connecting community members to their resources. From August 2024 through
March 2025, LWB and the State Library hosted a series of 10 workshops and working sessions
open to all library staff in the state. Collectively, this series provided strategies, tools, and
frameworks to expand libraries’ reach and impact within their communities. As the full series
was recorded, all CT library staff can now participate in the self-paced version of this training
through the CT State Library Niche Academy, complete with workshop recordings, aligning
resources, and the worksheets to engage with throughout the learning experience.

Ready NOW

DLD staff were invited to continue for the second year of the University of Maryland’s IMLS
National Leadership grant Ready NOW: Supporting Youth and Families During Crisis. As a
mentor for year two, DLD staff participated in the Ready NOW Community of Practice sessions
during the planning phase in summer 2024 and as a mentor for a public library in the second
cohort from the fall of 2024 through spring 2025. All of year two experiences were documented
to be integrated into the forthcoming revision of the Library Staff as Public Servants: A Field
Guide for Preparing to Serve Communities in Times of Crisis.

Towards Inclusive Accessibility in Libraries (TIAL)

Last fall, DLD launched a new initiative, Towards Inclusive Accessibility in Libraries (TIAL),
with the tagline, “Expanding Possibilities for All Ages and Abilities.” The mission shares: We
recognize that providing greater accessibility expands inclusion. Towards Inclusive Accessibility
in Libraries (TIAL) seeks to address the knowledge gaps and biases that exist about people with
disabilities and people who are aging, and to aid libraries in extending access to library resources
and services, enriching the lives of all community members.

Transforming Libraries and Museums. Collaboration for Accessibility

In 2024-2025, DLD continued work on Transforming Libraries and Museums: Collaboration for
Accessibility, a pilot project with Perkins Access to create accessibility training with and for
different types of CT libraries and museums. This project was also developed in partnership with
the CT Office of the Arts (COA) in DECD and CT Humanities. The first cohort of 13
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Connecticut libraries and museums took part in a September 2023 workshop that covered web
accessibility, image descriptions, and live descriptions. On August 28, 2024, members in the first
cohort participated in a two-hour web-based training that focused on accessibility and
multimedia. During the fall of 2024, DLD assembled a second cohort comprised of 17 staff
members from 10 additional Connecticut libraries and museums. Members of this cohort
attended a one-day workshop on February 27, 2025, that covered web and multimedia
accessibility and image descriptions.

Financial Literacy Partnerships

DLD, a partner in the CT Saves coalition, participated in CT Saves Week activities during
Financial Literacy Month in April, including participating with CT Saves partners in a lunchtime
webinar to promote financial literacy tips and resources to students from the University of New
Haven, and participating for a second year at an in-person financial action fair for students at the
University of Connecticut’s Hartford campus.

GIANT Room Pilot

DLD partnered again with The GIANT Room to bring a new way of community engagement to
Connecticut libraries. The GIANT Room creates a way for children to get creative and turn their
ideas into reality, starting with a creative spark. The GIANT Room believes the process of
generating new things is social and is best done with a community. A series of learning
workshops were held for libraries to learn about the GIANT Room and their methods. Seven
libraries were chosen to work with the GIANT Room on in-person family events with their
communities, and the creation of community remix publications co-designed by the kids,
generative Al and designers at the GIANT Room.

Grants

e Public Library Construction Grants: In FY2025, the State Library Board awarded three
library construction grants totaling $1,442,100 to the Easton Library, Easton
($1,000,000); Mystic and Noank Library, Groton ($250,000); and the Weston Library,
Weston ($192,100). Through Grant Information Sessions in the spring and fall,
prospective applicants learned about the grant application and management process as
well as state regulations for construction projects and the use of bond funds.

e Fiber to the Library: In 2025, DLD completed Phase Two of the Fiber to the Library —
Internal Connections subprogram with thirty-six libraries receiving grants for equipment,
installation, and configuration totaling $1,315,475.70. Phase Two concluded a state bond-
funded high-speed Fiber to the Library Grant Program that ran from 2016 to 2025 and
dramatically enhanced public library connectivity by granting $3.6 million, in total, to 96
individual public library branches.

Connecticut Library for Accessible Books (CTLAB)

e CTLAB, in conjunction with its partner, the Library of Congress, National Library
Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS), provides books and magazines in braille
and audio format. Reading materials are available via mail order and digital download to
more than 5,000 blind and print disabled patrons throughout Connecticut. In Fiscal Year
(FY) 2025, CTLAB continued its quarterly patron book club and shared monthly and
quarterly NLS virtual programs with patrons. During FY25, CTLAB staff conducted 31
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outreach sessions to public libraries, low vision support groups, medical professionals,
conferences, community events, senior centers and senior living facilities. These outreach
efforts reached approximately 736 individuals.

e During FY25, CTLAB continued its partnership with nine public libraries across the state
known as CTLAB hub libraries. This partnership allows CTLAB to engage with potential
patrons closer to their homes.

Public Library Annual Report and Statistical Profile:

173 public libraries completed the FY2024 annual report. Each library reports data about their
programs, services, collections, staff, and finances. This data was compiled and submitted to the
Institute of Museum and Library Services for inclusion in the national Public Library Survey
and added locally into a Statistical Profile to show the collective impact of libraries in
Connecticut. New for FY24, libraries submitted their annual reports on a new platform and now
can download and view charts and reports about their library as well as compare their statistics
to other library peers.

Statewide Library Services

e eGO CT is the statewide eBook program. In FY25, academic and public
libraries were actively recruited, and 6,192 items were purchased to support the
program. Connecticut public library users’ access eAudio and eBook titles from
their individual public or academic library, using an all-in-one, intuitive, user-
friendly mobile app for iOS and Android. As of June 30, 2025, 185 sites have
moved into production and are sharing content with their patrons and students.

e The eGO CT Community Sharing Program for schools as part of the eGO CT
program aims to provide easier access for students to the Connecticut State
Library eBook collection. There were 44 school sites added to the program in
FY2S5 for a total of 200 K12 sites. There were 3,409 items purchased specifically
for this program.

e researchlIT CT is Connecticut’s research engine, providing all students, faculty,
and residents in Connecticut with online access to essential library and
information resources.

e requestIT CT is Connecticut’s Statewide Interlibrary Loan Service. Last fiscal
year, libraries successfully lent 14,406 items through the system.

e findIT CT is Connecticut's Statewide Library Catalog. It contains the holdings of 336
libraries in Connecticut totaling more than 21 million records. It had 1.5 million visits in
FY25.

DLD Professional Development Training

There were more than 2,700 registrations for the approximately 100 professional
development/continuing education workshops offered to CT library staff. Of note this year was a
focus on technology, community engagement, and design. A 10-part series on community
engagement was held with Libraries Without Borders. Several workshops were offered
throughout the year on the use of Canva, Canva Templates and Presentations. A special series of
webinars was held on working with deaf and hard of hearing patrons in your community. In
addition, hundreds of online self-paced tutorials and webinars were offered and viewed more
than 10,000 times, a 67% increase.
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Digital Communications

The Division of Library Development regularly produces two digital communications: the
Weekly Wrap-Up and monthly newsletters. The Weekly Wrap-Up is sent to the library
community via the State Library’s Conntech listserv. Monthly newsletters are sent out at the
beginning of every month to an audience that includes legislators, educators, community
partners, and librarians across the state and the nation. These digital communications are
designed to keep our library community informed about what’s happening with the CT State
Library Division of Library Development. Readership continues to grow with new in-state and
out-of-state subscribers added to Conntech and Constant Contact each week.

Museum of Connecticut History
Acquisition Highlights

20th-century insulated pitchers manufactured by Connecticut companies

Five portraits of Lieutenant Governors painted by WPA artists ca. 1935-1950, transferred
from the Office of Legislative Management

Governor McConaughy’s marble pen stand, ca. 1947

Basketball signed by Donny Marshall, University of Connecticut men’s basketball team,
ca. 1991-1995

Two Cabbage Patch Kid dolls, ca. 1982 & 1985

Photograph book of The Arrow Electric Company, Hartford, CT, ca. 1920

Souvenirs from the 2018 film “Sgt. Stubby,” the dog mascot of the 102nd Infantry, 26th
Yankee Division during World War I

Melissa & Doug toy barn with animals, ca. 2020

Toy model crane, ca. 1925

Civil War-era scabbards and gun slings

Connecticut-made household products from 1950 through 1980

Glass bottles used for Connecticut products, excavated from the Connecticut River at
Hartford and a salt shed in Waterbury

Connecticut sailor’s World War I Navy uniform

U.S. Army Quartermaster desk used during World War I and World War 11

Early 20th-century postcards of Connecticut post offices

Outgoing Loans

King George III lead statue fragment loaned to the Greenwich Historical Society for their
exhibit, “Greenwich During the Revolutionary War: A Frontier Town on the Front Line,”
October 2024 through March 2025.

World War II hatchet and flashlight and coffee shipping box, loaned to the Connecticut
Museum of Culture and History for their exhibit, “Coffee: A Connecticut Story,”
November 2024 through November 2025.

Official portrait of Gov. M. Jodi Rell, loaned to the Office of Legislative Management on
December 3, 2024, for the Governor’s laying-in-state ceremony at the State Capitol.
Connecticut National Guard uniform was returned to the museum after a long-term loan
to the Connecticut Military Department.
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e Military flag (2" Regiment Light Dragoons, 1776) loaned to the Museum of the
American Revolution, Philadelphia, PA for their exhibit “Banners of Liberty: An
Exhibition of Original Revolutionary War Flags,” April 10 to August 10, 2025.

Incoming Loans
e A bracelet composed of metal from a Japanese plane during World War II made by a
Connecticut Marine ca. 1941-1945, loaned for display in Small but Mighty: Connecticut
Makes History.
e An Iraqi car license plate collected by a Connecticut National Guardsman, ca. 2003-2004,
loaned for display in Small but Mighty: Connecticut Makes History.

Collection Conservation
e Rampant Colt from the carved walnut cresting of the Colt trademark, created for an
exhibit at the Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition, 1876, by the Colt Patent Firearms
Manufacturing Co.
e Lead or pewter pocket watch owned by Col. Elisha Bostwick of New Milford, CT, and
carried by him across the Delaware River with Col. George Washington on December 25,
1776.

Connecticut Collections

The museum moved its collections management system from the static PastPerfect to
Connecticut Collections (CTCo), a cloud-based collections management system built on the
open-source software Collective Access. CTCo allows users to have a database for cataloging
and managing collections internally, while also providing the opportunity to share any portion of
the collection with the public through a searchable online portal. Work on the migration of
records is ongoing; approximately 1,500 object records have been loaded to date.

Education and Programs

e During the 2024-2025 school season, 4,325 students and 455 adults visited the Museum
of Connecticut History. Another 650 school children and 1,200 adults were served
through walk-in visitation.

e Museum staff delivered outreach presentations at schools and in communities across
Connecticut, including Enfield, Glastonbury, Granby, Madison, Rocky Hill, Waterford
and Wolcott. These presentations were attended by 427 participants and included students
in elementary and middle school and adult learners.

e The museum hosted twelve “Hiking Through History” programs for 209 guests at various
locations across Connecticut from July 2024 through June 2025. The hikes, which are
designed to introduce residents and guests to topics related to both the state’s natural
history and the human impact on the land, took place in Enfield, Glastonbury (Cotton
Hollow Preserve), Groton (Bluff Point), Hartford (Downtown), Litchfield (Topsmead
State Forest), New Milford (Lovers Leap State Park), Stonington (Barn Island), and
Windsor Locks / Granby (Windsor Locks Canal).

e The museum was awarded the Connecticut League of Museums’ “2024 Award of Merit,”
alongside the Office of the State Archaeologist, the Friends of the Office of the State
Archaeologist, the Bolton Historical Society, and the Bolton Heritage Farm Commission
for its 2023 program, “Digging Into History: On the Road With

16



Rochambeau.” Reviewers described the program as “hands-on history at its best, a
project that created a special and memorable experience that allowed participants to have
a tangible sense of the past as well as multiple ways of exploring that history, from
archaeology to museum interpretation.”

e “Innovation in Connecticut,” a feature documentary film by director Zeljko Mirkovic and
the University of Connecticut was released in 2024. Delving into the rich tapestry of
Connecticut's history of innovation, the film included artifacts from the Museum of CT
History and CT State Library collections.

e The museum hosted the return of the 1662 Royal Charter of Connecticut on February 4,
2025 with a day-long event in which the original document was on public display. In
addition to the original Charter, visitors could view a slide show documenting the
construction of the mobile vault, the transport to and from the Northeast Document
Conservation Center and the document treatment process, as well as the updated exhibit
Rooted in Liberty: The Charter of 1662 and the Legend of the Charter Oak.

Exhibits

¢ An exhibit formerly known as Connecticut Collections was renovated and reimagined.
Now called Small but Mighty: Connecticut Makes History, the exhibit is divided into
three sections highlighting items from the museum’s collection relating to Connecticut’s
political, military, and industrial history. Object highlights include Connecticut’s copy of
the Declaration of Independence (1777), a voting machine used in Wethersfield, CT from
1928-1956, a display of World War I camp items used by Connecticut soldiers in France,
and a 1920s era Universal stove and refrigerator made in New Britain, CT.

e An aging Colt Firearms exhibit was redesigned into a new exhibit called The Colt
Legacy. The exhibit features selections from the museum’s significant collection of
firearms from the Colt Patent Firearms Manufacturing Co., considers Samuel Colt’s role
in the innovations in manufacturing that took place in the Colt factory, and presents other
familiar objects that might be considered “legacy” products. Included on display is a Pratt
& Whitney lathe from 1886, a ca. 1870 Weed Sewing Machine, and a ca. 1950 Columbia
bicycle.

e Rooted in Liberty: The Charter of 1662 and the Legend of the Charter Oak refreshed and
reinvigorated a 25-year-old Charter Oak exhibit in Memorial Hall including a new case
of documents that shows Connecticut’s evolving journey towards democracy. The exhibit
uses artifacts and objects to discuss the Charter of 1662, the Legend of the Charter Oak
vs. the actual events of the revoking of the Charter, and the longstanding connection
Connecticut residents have had with the tree known as the “Charter Oak.”

Grants

e The museum was awarded a $25,000 Planning Grant in June 2024 from Connecticut
Humanities for a project called “Connecticut’s Role in the Founding of the United
States.” The funding allowed for the hiring of an Exhibit Planning Consultant and an
Exhibit Designer to help the museum plan and design a new exhibit that would
commemorate the 250™ anniversary of the United States. In addition, an Advisory Team
representing different backgrounds and disciplines advised on the content of the exhibit,
with the goal of including Black, Indigenous, and female voices, all of whom have had
little to no representation in past anniversary commemorations. The result of this work
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was an Exhibit Plan that will serve as a blueprint for the construction of the actual
exhibit, to be called Connecticut’s Revolution.

e The museum received an Implementation Grant from Connecticut Humanities in June
2025 in the amount of $32,500 to kick-start the semiquincentennial exhibit it has been
planning. The exhibit, Connecticut's Revolution, will illustrate, with objects, documents,
and interpretive content, both how residents of Connecticut, from all walks of life,
backgrounds, and geographic area, impacted and were impacted by the revolutionary
forces that shaped the creation of our nation. The exhibit is slated to open on July 4,
2026, for approximately one year.

Office of the Public Records Administrator

Retention Schedules

Staff continued work with state agencies to develop new or revised State Agency Specific
Retention Schedules. Public Records issued four revised State Agency Specific Records
Retention Schedules, four new records series to the State Agency Specific Records Retention

Schedules, and five revised records series to the State Agency Specific Records Retention
Schedules.

Historic Documents Preservation Program

The Historic Documents Preservation Program supports records preservation and management in
municipalities across the state and at the State Library. In FY2025, the program awarded
$916,500 in targeted grants to 147 municipalities, with funding levels set at $5,500, $7,500, or
$10,500, for small, medium, and large towns, respectively. Since its establishment under Public
Act No. 00-146 in 2000, the program has awarded over $22 million in municipal grants. These
grants support a broad range of projects that focus on preservation, organization, and access.
Digitization of paper records helps municipalities meet ever-increasing demand for electronic
access to records - this ability to provide online access supports essential services for the
recording of property transactions across the state. Municipalities have also reported that the
grant allows them to take on projects that they would not be able to otherwise, such as upgrading
information technology hardware and software, records storage improvements, and ongoing
preservation work for permanent records.

Training and Outreach
Public Records staff provided training, presentations, and/or updates at 5 records management
events, 9 records management webinars, and information booths at 2 municipal conferences,
including the following:
e Municipal records management basics training at the Tax Collectors Association
Conference and a webinar hosted by the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities
e Records management updates and information booth at the Town Clerk Association
Conferences
¢ An informational webinar on the Historic Documents Preservation Program hosted by
Public Records staff for Town Clerks
e State agency records management basics training at the Department of Economic and
Community Development and the Connecticut State Community College Compliance
Institute
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e An Open Data Day session hosted by the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) on
applying records management policies and principles to data. The development of this
new presentation constitutes a collaborative effort with OPM stakeholders to empower
state Agency Data Officers (ADOs) to advocate for revisions and updates on retention
schedules and pursue stronger data management practices that support day-to-day and
long-term stewardship of data records.

e A series of 7 State Records Management Training webinars hosted by Public Records
staff for agency Records Management Liaison Officers (RMLOs) and open to all state
agency employees. Each monthly session served to refresh existing employees and
onboard new employees to state records management requirements and agency
responsibilities, including scheduling, retention, storage, disposition, and managing
electronic records. In addition, sessions presented by Reference Services staff and State
Archives staff highlighted additional guidance and resources offered by the State
Library for state agencies.

Records Storage Vaults

Municipal and probate vaults provide a high level of security for permanent and essential
government records and by statute, the vaults must be constructed and maintained in accordance
with state regulations and approved by this office. Staff worked with town officials and
architects on vault construction and modification projects for fourteen municipalities and issued
seven preliminary/final project approvals during FY2025.

Records Disposals; Examinations; and Certifications

In FY2025 1,367 requests for the disposition of state agency records or scanned hard copies were
reviewed and approved or denied. 2,982 requests for the disposition of municipal government
records or scanned hard copies were reviewed and approved or denied. 0 request for removal of
personal data files. In FY2025, 129 certificates for the Examination of Indexes and Inspection of
Land Records were received and processed for Calendar Year 2024. 7 certificates of Records
Disposition for Information Systems Records were received and processed for Calendar Year
2025.

State Records Center Services

The State Records Center provides off-site inactive records storage for state agencies at no
charge. Staff processed 1,293 reference requests from state agencies and re-filed or inter-filed
677 files/boxes. Staff accessioned 3,910 cubic feet of records. In addition, staff deaccessioned
5,554 cubic feet of records, leaving room for an additional 31,123 boxes. Currently the State
Records Center stores 44,641 boxes of records.

Reference Services
Reference Questions at a Glance

2,882 In person

4,707 Telephone or chat

3,086 Email, mail, fax, or inmate correspondence
10,675 Total reference questions
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Online Research Guides Usage at a Glance

FY2022 FY2023 FY2024 FY2025
Group Pageviews Pageviews | Pageviews Pageviews

Government 15,160 20,205 20,576 29,570
Information

History and Genealogy 267,821 286,878 310,662 520,911
Law & Legislation 31,429 40,962 39,400 43,217
General Reference 6,053 8,779 9,806 19,889
Total 319,735 350,872 380,444 613,587

In conjunction with the State Library’s recently completed Strategic Framework, Reference
Services was tasked with developing unit-specific goals, resulting in much discussion and re-
evaluation of resources and services. Many of the newly prioritized goals focus on establishing
stronger ties between Reference Services and other agencies and institutions, as well as patron
groups that may be unfamiliar with library resources.

Due to several factors which include these renewed outreach efforts, library use increased across
the board, from a small rise in reference questions answered to an unprecedented surge in online
research guide use. The reference librarians have also fielded an unusual number of requests for
interviews about the profession from library science students and inquiries about potential
internship opportunities, to which they have responded enthusiastically.

The last year has shown an increased interest in group visits to the library that are more research-
focused; multiple college classes and genealogical groups made arrangements to visit with the
express intent to pursue specific research goals. Reference staff also continue to offer general
tours of the library on request and training sessions about specific collections or types of
research.

Government Information Reference Services

Government Information staff are examining library materials related to regional planning and
councils of government; as these entities and their roles in government evolve, the library must
determine how to adapt collection practices to reflect these changes and preserve relevant
publications. The staff have also been monitoring the disappearance and erasure of federal data
and websites that both staff and patrons consult regularly.

Federal Documents

This year the Connecticut State Library agreed to become a Federal Depository Library
Preservation Steward for five additional titles produced by the Government Publishing Office.
As part of required maintenance of the federal documents collection, staff processed 9,830
discarded items and claimed 368 items from selective federal depository libraries in Connecticut
and Rhode Island during Fiscal Year 2025. This year marks the end of a mass weeding project at
one of the selective libraries, which had resulted in an increased workload for State Library staff
responsible for comparing those weeded items to the collection. Over 2,500 federal documents
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were also cataloged and barcoded with record updates to reflect call number corrections and
ceased serial publications per the Government Publishing Office.

Regular maintenance of the depository library system also took place in the form of consultation
between selective libraries and the Regional Federal Documents Coordinator regarding
continued participation in the program, mold outbreaks in collections, federal document
cataloging alternatives, and discard disposal guidelines, among other topics.

U.S. Supreme Court Records and Briefs for the 2021-2023 terms were delivered to the State
Library following a delay prompted by the Supreme Court’s decision to no longer ship these
physical items. This delivery was the result of collaboration with other depository libraries, and
the State Library intends to continue receiving these materials in the future.

Connecticut Documents

As part of the ongoing maintenance of the Connecticut State Documents Collection, library staff
processed over 3,022 duplicate print items, helping to clear essential shelf space. The print
collection of Connecticut documents grew by 1,310 items including Bank Commissioners
Annual Reports (1841-1974), Insurance Department Annual Reports (1867-1965), Office of
Legislative Research Reports (1994-1999), Governor's Executive Orders (1971-2025), and
Office of the Inspector General Investigative Reports (2001-2023). These tasks also led to the
reorganization of some titles and resources that are often requested but difficult to identify and
use in their original format.

Meanwhile over 6,000 items were added to the digital collections housed by the Connecticut
Digital Archive, reflecting the ever-growing number of government documents now provided
electronically.

As part of the unit’s strategic goals, an agency liaison form was sent to all agency heads or
directors of communication requesting a contact designation for state publication submissions to
the State Library. A majority of the agencies have complied with the request, and there has been
an uptick in the submission of agency publications following this outreach.

History & Genealogy

While online engagement has been steadily growing for several years, the History & Genealogy
materials accounted for 90% of the significant increase in the use of online resources over the
last year.

The State Library continues its working relationship with FamilySearch to digitize original vital
records, probate estate files, church records, and military records. Nearly 9,000 items from the
late 19™ and early 20™ centuries were scanned and uploaded for use in the last year, along with
the guides and access points created by History & Genealogy staff that patrons and staff rely on
to use these online resources.

The History & Genealogy unit also completed a long-term project to scan indexes to the Articles
of Incorporation for Joint Stock Companies, located in 263 individual volumes and covering
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1911-1945. The scanned data will ultimately be added to the existing online index to provide
remote access to patrons.

History & Genealogy has created a new research guide to highlight The Governor Jonathan
Trumbull Papers collection, which was recently placed in the Connecticut Digital Archive after a
lengthy digitization process by State Library staff. This collection consists of thousands of
original letters of correspondence, records and historically valuable documents that pertain to the
Colony and early State of Connecticut, which will be an excellent resource as we move towards
the 250" anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.

The History & Genealogy Unit have also resumed updating their blog, The Nutmeg Navigator!
Since the relaunch, the blog has been viewed over 640 times.

Law & Legislative Reference Services

With the Connecticut Digital Archive once again functional following its migration, all public
act legislative histories for the 1969 legislative session were compiled and uploaded for
immediate public access. The large backlog of digitized bill files were also uploaded along with
7,596 bill files covering the years 1945, 2024 and 2025. An additional 20,000 pages
encompassing bill files for 1915-1933 have been scanned and await processing for upload.

A little over 58,000 transcript pages were indexed from the 2024 and 2025 legislative sessions,
and their combined 380 legislative histories compiled and uploaded. Transcript volumes from
these years were also processed and added to the digital collections. New digital collections were
also created to accommodate the preservation of legislative session documents and engrossed
bills that are now received by the library electronically rather than in paper.

The Law & Legislative research guides to constitutional history and state agency decisions have
both been updated, and updates to both the legislator database and legislative history database
continue on a regular basis.

Physical Collection & Bookstacks
Thanks to the efforts of Museum and Archives staff, Reference Services received a number of
dataloggers to monitor temperature and humidity throughout the stacks.

More frequent space issues in the stacks have resulted in a concerted effort to reorganize
collections in a meaningful way. Such efforts have included the reintegration of certain federal
publications back into the federal documents collection and movement of the newly standardized
and relabeled Connecticut Town Documents collection to be near other related municipal
documents. These are the first steps on the way to a major shifting of materials that must happen
in the near future.

State Archives

Accessions

The State Archives acquired 29 accessions totaling 299 cubic feet, bringing the total quantity of
records in the Archives to 55,021 cubic feet. State executive branch agencies have accelerated
the rate of transfer due to state office space consolidation and Governor Lamont’s 2021
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document digitization directive. The State Library’s offsite storage facility has reached full
capacity. Staff is working towards the installation of mobile compact shelving to extend capacity
by 3 to 5 years at our offsite facility while working with agency partners to develop longer-term
solutions.

Accessions included: Emma A. Peck Collection, 1869-2011, 0.25 cubic feet (RG 069:198).
Michael E. Shay Papers, 1859-1931, 23 cubic feet (RG 069:200). Connecticut State Police 90th
Anniversary Commemorative History; Connecticut State Police 100 Year History; and State
Police graduation November 1958 photograph, 1958-2003, 0.5 cubic feet (RG 161:001).
Department of Emergency Services & Public Protection, State Police (RG 161:001).
Investigation files, 2003, 68 cubic feet. The records are not open to the public per CGS 1-210
and federal Criminal Justice Information (CJI) policy. Office of the Governor extradition files
and waivers of extradition, 2019, 1 cubic foot (RG 005). The records are not open to the public
per CGS 1-210. Office of the Chief Medical Examiner toxicology records, 1977-2024, 30 cubic
feet (RG 194). The records are not open to the public per CGS 1-210 and CGS 19a-411. First
Company Governor's Foot Guard, First Company Governor's Horse Guard, Second Company
Governor's Foot Guard, and the Second Company Governor's Horse Guard inactive militia
personnel and tax records, circa 1918-2023, 20.25 cubic feet (RG 013). The records are not open
to the public per CGS 1-210. Litchfield County Coroner transcripts of hearings, 1933-1937, 1.5
cubic feet (RG 003). Connecticut State Library recruitment files and work study program files,
1967-1990, 9 cubic feet (RG 012). The records are not open to the public per CGS 1-210.
Connecticut State Library, Fiscal Services records, 1948-1991, 5 cubic feet (RG 012).
Connecticut State Library, State Archives records, 2009-2012, 0.5 cubic feet; disaster and
emergency preparedness and response subject files, 1967-2018, 2 cubic feet; transfer case files,
1908-2019, 1 cubic foot (RG 012). Connecticut State Library, Office of the Public Records
Administrator records, 1979-2019, 8.5 cubic feet; municipal records disposal authorizations,
2017-2020, 4 cubic feet (RG 012). Connecticut Commission on the Arts personnel files, 1957-
1995, 6 cubic feet (RG 097). The records are not open to the public per CGS 1-210. Redding
Probate Court record books, 1925-1972, 20 volumes (RG 004:117). Stamford Probate Court
records, 1966-1969, 50 cubic feet (RG 004:135). Housatonic Valley Regional High School
(HVRHS) education records, 1936-1973, 31 cubic feet (RG 062:021). The records are not open
to the public per CGS 1-210 and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. Litchfield
County Supreme Court of Errors files, 1929-1940, 2.5 cubic feet (RG 003). Town of Bethel
school registers, 1918-1956, 10 cubic feet (RG 062:009). The records are not open to the public
per CGS 1-210 and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. Town of Brookfield election
records, 1899-2001, 3 cubic feet (RG 062:018). Town of Cornwall rate books, 1910-1975, 4
cubic feet (RG 062:031). Town of Harwinton grantor and grantee indexes, 1737-1931, 1.5 cubic
feet (RG 062:066). Town of Preston records, 1965-1985, 1.5 cubic feet (RG 062:114). The
records in box 1 are not open to the public per CGS 1-210. Town of Sharon grand lists, 1926-
1944 and minutes, 1889-1980, 3 cubic feet (RG 062:125). Colt Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing
Company Collection, gun designs and marketing materials, circa 1836-1984, 17 drawers (RG
103). Armories in Norwich Collection, 1862-1866, 30 documents (RG 069:201).

Conservation Treatment of the Royal Charter of 1662

After nearly seven years of planning, the Royal Charter of 1662 underwent conservation
treatment at the Northeast Document Conservation Center (NEDCC), where conservators
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cleaned the parchment, stabilized its condition, and repaired areas of damage. During treatment,
the Charter was digitized and is now available in the Connecticut Digital Archive,
https://hdl.handle.net/11134/3877882. On February 4, 2025, the State Library celebrated its
return with a public viewing in Memorial Hall, where more than 360 visitors saw the Charter in
its mobile Firelock vault and toured an updated exhibit. The celebration received extensive press
coverage, including front-page placement in the Hartford Courant, television features on Fox 61
and WFSB Channel 3, live coverage and rebroadcast by CT-N, and a WNPR article and mini-
documentary highlighting the conservation process.

Federally Funded Digital Government History Preservation Project

The State Archives received a Congressionally Directed Spending Funding Request of $948,000
in 2022 through the offices of Senators Richard Blumenthal and Christopher Murphy. Planning
to Preserve Connecticut’s Digital Government History is a collaborative project of the
Connecticut State Library (CSL) and the Connecticut Digital Archive (CTDA) through the
UConn Library at the University of Connecticut, working with the Connecticut Department of
Administrative Services (DAS) Bureau of Information Technology Solutions (BITS). The
project supports expanding and improving the automatic digital connection required to transfer
essential long-term and historically significant digital records from state agencies to the custody
of the State Archives; the development and implementation of a web-based automated redaction
tool with archivist intervention to review, reject, and/or approve redactions of archival public
records for public access in CTDA; and gathering requirements and data to plan for the
implementation of a secured digital preservation repository to preserve long-term and archival
state agency records that contain confidential or exempt information from being made publicly
available but necessary to ensure continuity of agency operations. During the past year, the
following grant outcomes have been completed: create and issue a Request for Information (RFI)
for a secure digital preservation repository that can meet statutorily mandatory privacy and
confidentiality requirements; issue a report with recommendations based off research and
findings of the RFI process; implement a web-based tool to automate redaction and ingest of
archival public records into CTDA; and present a session about the project and its public benefit
at the Council of State Archivists (CoSA) annual meeting.

Court Records Project

The State Archives previously received a two-year grant from the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) to enhance access to judicial records held in
the State Archives from the New Haven County, County and Superior Courts, 1666-1855,
especially records related to traditionally marginalized communities, i.e., enslaved persons, free
persons of color, and Indigenous persons. At the end of the federal grant, the State Library
agreed to continue funding the “Uncovering New Haven” project. Work continues processing the
remaining County and Superior Court records, finding aids for the records, a database of cases,
and a subject guide. By the end of the fiscal year, project staff processed 92.75 cubic feet (215.5
boxes) of the New Haven County and Superior Court records. Records completed include
County Court files 1819, Superior Court files 1780-1798, Superior Court judgments (civil case
files) 1798-1855, Superior Court criminal files 1797-1855, Superior Court no appearance files
1805-1855, and Superior Court papers by subject (executions). They have rehoused cases
according to best archival practices, identified and entered approximately 105 cases involving
African-descended, African American, Black, Indigenous, Spanish, and multiracial persons or
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groups into a database spreadsheet to be published online. To date, staff have scanned 1,440
cases (5,439 pages) for ingest into the Connecticut Digital Archive (CTDA) at
http://hdl.handle.net/11134/30002:RG003. Scanning halted when the previous Digital Records
Archivist retired in March 2024 and the CTDA went offline for a massive upgrade. A new
Digital Records Archivist was hired in late October 2024, and scanning will resume once
upgrades to the CTDA are complete. This project has been publicized on the State Library’s
website at https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/archives/uncoveringnewhaven/blog, as well as
Facebook, Twitter/X, Instagram, and other third-party publications.

Family Search Digitization Collaboration

Andover Probate Court files, 1916-1946, 7,906 images; Bridgeport Probate Court files, 1916-
1940, 63 images; Hartford Probate Court files, 1916-1920, 15,855 images; New Haven Probate
Court files, 1918-1921, 35 images; Middletown Vital Records Indexes, 1700-1950, 2,140
images; Salisbury Vital Records, 1826—-1905, 1,174 images; Somers Vital Records, 1815-1940,
8,253 images; Southbury Vital Records, 1733-1905, 2,874 images; Willington Vital Records,
1837-1854, 339 images; Windsor Vital Records, 1845-1905, 72 images; Connecticut Vital
Records Abstracts, 1815-1930, 284 images; Vital Records from Private Sources, 1720-1927,
1,023 images; Burlington Congregational Church Records, 1755-1950, 632 images; Canterbury
Ist Congregational Church Records, 1714-1940, 1,075 images; East Haddam, 1st
Congregational Church Records, 1704-1891, 154 images; Groton 1st Congregational

Church «Church Records, 1723-1893, 362 images; Church of the Redeemer (Universalist),
1823-1923, 63 images; Hadlyme Congregational Church Records, 1781-1830, 36 images; New
London 2nd Congregational Church Records, 1871-1880, 44 images; Roxbury Congregational
Church Records, 1871-1889, 79 images; Voluntown Baptist Church Records, 1836-1974, 999
images; Bolton First Congregational Church Records, 1763-1806, 106 images; Baltic Baptist
Church Records, 1857-1892, 157 images; 2nd Church of Christ, Scientist Records, 1912-2002,
2,960 images; Norwich Central Baptist Church Records, 1807-1961, 5,102 images; and New
London 2nd Congregational Church, 1803-2019, 7,918 images.

Digital Collections

Due to the Connecticut Digital Archive (CTDA) migration and transition to a new Digital
Records Archivist, ingests were on hold during the first half of FY2025. Once the upgraded
system was in place, 26 digital collections, totaling approximately 1.43 terabytes of data, were
added to CTDA, including new uploads as well as collections migrated from ContentDM. Some
highlights include:

o  Charter of the Colony of Connecticut, 1662 (RG 001): A foundational legal document
granting the colony broad self-government under royal authority and serving as the basis
of Connecticut’s constitutional tradition.

o James Naleski Photographs (RG 005:042): A born-digital photograph collection from
2022-2023, capturing Governor Ned Lamont’s participation in events, community visits,
and civic engagements across the state.

o  Trumbull Papers (RG 000): Letters, documents, and records collected by Governor
Jonathan Trumbull, dating from 1631 to 1784, providing vital insight into colonial
governance and Connecticut’s role in the Revolutionary War.

o Military Service Questionnaires (RG 012): Questionnaire forms completed by individual
members of the armed services during World War I, recording personal data, accounts of
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military service, and personal reflections; sometimes accompanied by photographs, lists
of respondents, and related correspondence.

e Moheagan Indians vs. Colonies of Connecticut and Rhode Island (RG 000): A 17%-18™
century volume of court documents and testimony concerning the Mohegan Tribe’s land
dispute with the colonies of Connecticut and Rhode Island, a valuable source for
understanding Indigenous land rights and colonial legal practices.

Format conversion work was also completed: the bicentennial film Resolved to be Free (1976),
produced by Ellsworth Grant and narrated by Katharine Hepburn, was converted from DVD to
MP4 and uploaded to CTDA.

Information Reported as Required by State Statute

The State Library's most recent Affirmative Action Plan was approved by the Commission on
Human Rights and Opportunities on June 11, 2025.

Historic Records Account
The following reports on the Historic Records Fund [Conn. Gen. Statutes 11-8k(c) and 11-
8m(b)] were submitted to the General Assembly committee of cognizance:
e Annual Report to the Joint Standing Committee on Government Administration on the
Historic Documents Preservation Grant Program (January)
e Annual Report to the Joint Standing Committee on Government Administration on the
Preservation Activities of the Connecticut State Library (September)
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