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At a Glance:  

• Terrence Cheng- Chancellor, Connecticut State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) 
• Established – 2011  
• Statutory Authority – Conn. Gen. Statutes Title 10a 
• System Office –61 Woodland Street, Hartford, CT 06105-2337  
• Full-time Employees  (Spring 2025): 5,351 
• Part-time Employees (Spring 2025): 7,862 (excludes student labor) 

 

Recurring Operating Expenditures:  

• Operating Fund: $ 645,957,209 
• General Fund: $ 436,879,942 
• Other Fed Fund: $ 136,921,360 

 
 
Organizational Structure: 

CSCU comprises four Connecticut State Universities, CT State Community College (12 
campuses and satellite locations), and Charter Oak State College. These public institutions 
operate under the leadership of a systemwide Chancellor and a central System Office, which 
provides centralized leadership, policy development, and coordination of services. 

Board of Regents (BOR) for Higher Education: 

These institutions are statutorily governed by the Board of Regents for Higher Education, which 
sets statewide tuition and student fee policies; establishes financial aid policies; reviews, 
licenses, and accredits academic programs; and conducts searches for the CSCU Chancellor. 
The BOR also holds broad responsibilities for development and coordination of statewide higher 
education policy. 
 
15 VOTING MEMBERS:  
 

• 9 - appointed by the Governor. 
• 4 - appointed by legislative leadership. 
• 2 - students chosen by their peers (chair and vice-chair of the Student Advisory 

Committee). 



 
 

2 | P a g e  
 

Board Chair: 
 
The chair of the Board of Regents is appointed by the Governor and the Board of Regents elects 
a vice-chair and other officers from among its membership. 
 
Ex-Officio members: 

8 NON-VOTING 

1. Commissioner of the Department of Education 
2. Commissioner of the Department of Economic and Community Development 
3. Commissioner of the Department of Labor 
4. Commissioner of the Department of Public Health 
5. Chief Workforce Officer 
6. Chair of the Faculty Advisory Committee 
7. Vice Chair of the Faculty Advisory Committee 
8. Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management or Designee 

Members: (as of June 30, 2025) 

1. Marty Guay, Chair 
2. Juanita James, Vice Chair 
3. Richard J. Balducci 
4. Ira Bloom, J.D. 
5. Shian Earlington * 
6. Sophia Jappinen 
7. Richard J. Porth  
8. Luis Sanchez-Chiriboga * 
9. Ari Santiago 
10. Mayor Erin Stewart 
11. Elease E. Wright 
12. Ted Yang 
13. Delwyn Cummings 

 

*Student Regents – Graduated in the Spring of 2025, thus ending their membership to the Board. 

**Ex-Officio, Non-Voting 

1. Dante Bartolomeo** 
2. Charlene Casamento** 
3. Brendan Cunningham** 
4. Manisha Juthani, MD** 
5. Daniel H. O'Keefe ** 
6. Charlene Russell-Tucker** 
7. Dr. Colena Sesanker** 
8. Kelli-Marie Vallieres, PhD** 
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Presidents of Connecticut State Universities: (CSUs) 

• Dr. Zulma Toro, President, Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) 
• Dr. Karim Ismaili, President, Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU) 
• Dr. Dwayne Smith, Interim President, Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) 
• Dr. Manohar Singh, Interim President, Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) 

President of Charter Oak State College: 

• Ed Klonoski, President, Charter Oak State College (COSC) 

President of CT State Community College: 

• Dr. John Maduko, President, CT State Community College (CT State) 

Campus Leadership at CT State Community College: 

• Patricia Benson, Ed.D., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Housatonic 
• Michelle A. Coach, Ed.D., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Asnuntuck  
• Thomas G. Coley, Ph.D., Interim Chief Executive Officer, CT State Gateway  
• Cheryl C. DeVonish, J.D., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Norwalk  
• Lisa Dresdner, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Naugatuck Valley 
• Nicole C. Esposito, Ed.D., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Manchester 
• Manuel Gomez, Ph.D., Interim Chief Executive Officer, CT State Quinebaug Valley 
• G. Duncan Harris, Ed.D., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Capital 
• Kimberly A. Hogan, M.S., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Middlesex 
• Mary Ellen Jukoski, Ed.D., President, CT State Three Rivers 
• Darryl Reome, Ed.D., Chief Executive Officer, CT State Tunxis  
• Michael A. Rooke, Ph.D., President, CT State Northwestern  

Mission: 

The Connecticut State Colleges & Universities (CSCU) contribute to the creation of knowledge 
and the economic growth of the state of Connecticut by providing affordable, innovative, and 
rigorous programs. Our learning environments transform students and facilitate an ever-
increasing number of individuals to achieve their personal and career goals. 



 
 

4 | P a g e  
 

Statutory Responsibility: 

The Connecticut State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) system is statutorily charged with 
providing access to affordable, high-quality higher education for the people of Connecticut. 
Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §§ 10a-1a and 10a-1b, the Board of Regents for 
Higher Education is responsible for setting statewide policies and guidelines for the system in 
alignment with the following statutory goals: 
 

• To ensure that no qualified person is denied the opportunity for higher education on the 
basis of age, sex, gender identity or expression, ethnic background, or social, physical, or 
economic condition; 

• To protect academic freedom; 
• To provide educational and occupational opportunities that promote the economic 

development of the state; 
• To ensure the fullest possible use of available resources in public and private institutions 

of higher education; 
• To maintain standards of quality ensuring that Connecticut institutions of higher 

education are of the highest caliber; 
• To advance the application of higher education knowledge and resources to the 

problems of society; and 
• To promote flexibility in policy and operations to ensure responsiveness to changing 

societal needs, including economic, technological, and student demographic shifts. 

Public Service: 

The chief beneficiaries of CSCU’s work are the students served by our institutions. CSCU 
measures its effectiveness through a range of continuous improvement activities focused on 
assessment and the analysis of key performance indicators (KPIs). These efforts are rooted in a 
data-driven approach to educational change. 

Assessment includes evaluation of student learning outcomes, post-graduation employment 
and income, course and program quality, and institutional effectiveness across the CSCU 
system. The analysis of KPIs helps identify areas for improvement, such as student success at 
various points in the postsecondary journey, retention and graduation rates, shifts in the 
diversity of CSCU’s student, faculty, and staff populations, and comparisons with peer 
institutions and systems. 

https://cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_185.htm
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About Connecticut State Colleges & Universities: 

• Approximately 101,000 learners 
• Students from all 169 Connecticut towns 
• 96% of enrolled CSCU students are CT residents.  
• 80% + of our graduates choose to live and work in CT after graduation 

 

Improvements & Achievements FY 2024-2025: 

Driving Opportunity and Impact 

Across our six institutions, faculty, staff, and students are doing extraordinary work every day. 
This year’s accomplishments underscore a system in motion with enrollment growth across 
institutions, statewide tuition relief, award-winning institutions, and alignment with 
Connecticut’s workforce and economic goals.  
 
This report captures only a small sample of the many achievements that are taking place across 
our campuses. From cutting-edge academic programs and student success initiatives to major 
contributions in public service, workforce alignment, and research, CSCU institutions continue 
to rise to the occasion. 
 

Note: All achievements below occurred within Academic Year 2024–2025. Select achievements include hyperlinks to campus 
news articles for reference. 

• Dr. O. John Maduko Appointed Interim Chancellor of CSCU: The Connecticut Board of 
Regents for Higher Education (BOR) appointed Dr. O. John Maduko, President of CT State 
Community College, as interim chancellor of the CSCU system, effective July 1, 2025. Dr. 
Maduko will serve a one-year term before returning to CT State Community College. 
Under his leadership, CT State Community College achieved major milestones in 
enrollment growth, workforce development, and student success. A national search for a 
permanent chancellor will launch in Fall 2025. (Read more on CSCU news) 

Expanding Access and Lowering Barriers 

• Enrollment Growth:  Increased by 4.4% in Fall 2024 and 6.2% in Spring 2025 enrollment.  
 

https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/board-of-regents-appoints-dr-o-john-maduko-as-interim-chancellor-of-cscu
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• Tuition Freeze: In December 2024, the Board of Regents voted to freeze tuition across 
the CSUs, CT State Community College, and Charter Oak State College for the 2025–
2026 academic year, reinforcing CSCU’s affordability mission. (Read more on CSCU news) 
 

• Connecticut Automatic Admission Program (CAAP): CSCU institutions experienced a 
fourfold increase in CAAP applications—from 3,259 in January 2024 to 14,410 by 
February 2025. More than 75% of eligible students chose a CSCU institution. 

• Nearly 2,000 Students Deposit at CSCU Universities Through Connecticut Automatic 
Admission Program (CAAP): As of June 2025, a total of 1,966 high school seniors have 
deposited for Fall 2025 at CSCU universities through CAAP. Deposit counts include: 

1. 816 at Central Connecticut State University 
2. 543 at Southern Connecticut State University 
3. 377 at Eastern Connecticut State University 
4. 230 at Western Connecticut State University 

 
• Mary Ann Handley Award (formerly PACT): CT State Community College has awarded 

more than $56.1 million in last-dollar scholarships since 2019. 
 

• Food Security Support: Secured $159,000 donation from Stop & Shop to expand 
campus food pantries, addressing student food insecurity systemwide. (Read more on CSCU 
news) 
 

• CSCU Institutions Most Popular Among Stamford Grads: Among the 1,285 graduates 
of Stamford Public Schools in 2025, 286 students will attend CT State Community 
College, making it the top college destination. Other CSCU institutions also drew 
interest, with 26 students heading to Southern Connecticut State University and 18 to 
Western Connecticut State University. (Read more on Greenwich Time)  

 
• Milford Grads Choose CSCU Institutions for Next Chapter: Among Milford’s Class of 

2025, 26 students enrolled at Southern Connecticut State University, eight at Eastern 
Connecticut State University, seven at Central Connecticut State University, and two at 
Western Connecticut State University. (Read more on The Middletown Press) 

 

 

https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/ct-board-of-regents-votes-to-freeze-tuition-for-cscu-students-during-2025-2026-academic-year
http://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-receives-159-000-donation-from-stop-shop-to-support-on-campus-school-food-pantries
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenwichtime.com%2Fnews%2Feducation%2Farticle%2Fstamford-ct-2025-high-school-graduates-college-20376100.php&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7Ca4f6cf5ab6304aadb8f308ddb00d520f%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638860293438013105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FT25Yaj5FtnzBZIuW1otc4X6R1bWMr5zep4BBL3okDU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.middletownpress.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fmilford-class-2025-grads-college-military-20395296.php&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7C4ac19395db5141ecad0b08ddb5972d60%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638866383082149281%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=anTyEe%2BVOa%2F1irZoL2beOcXmm2%2Byv2aWboUhcM3SBoM%3D&reserved=0
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• CSCU Remains a Leading Destination for Danbury Graduates: Among the 880 
graduates of Danbury High School’s Class of 2025, the most selected college destination 
was Western Connecticut State University, with 86 students enrolling this fall. An 
additional 15 graduates chose Central Connecticut State University, and 92 will attend 
CT State Community College, reflecting the strong role CSCU institutions continue to 
play in providing accessible, affordable higher education options for Connecticut 
students. (Read more on News-Times) 

Policy and Operational Enhancements 

• Transfer Policy Recognition: 
 

 In July 2024, the BOR adopted the General Education Transfer Credit Alignment 
Policy, simplifying transfer between CT State Community College and the CSUs. 
(Read more on CSCU news) 
 

 In March 2025, CSCU received national recognition from the National Association 
of Higher Education Systems (NASH) for improving transfer pathways. (Read more on 
CSCU news) 

 

• Systemwide P-Card Reform: New purchasing card policy to enhance transparency, 
internal controls, and fiscal oversight. (Read more on CSCU news) 
 

Delivering a Return on Connecticut's Investment: 

Over the past year, Connecticut State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) approved and/or launched 
new academic programs across our institutions, reflecting a strong commitment to workforce 
alignment, innovation, and academic access. Programs span bachelor’s, master’s, associate, and 
certificate levels, and address high-demand areas such as health care, AI, education, manufacturing, 
TESOL, business analytics, and cybersecurity. 

Newly Approved or Newly Launched Academic Programs: 

• Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU): 
1. Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
2. Bachelor of Science (BS) in Behavioral Neuroscience 
3. Master of Science (MS)  in Coastal Resilience 
4. Doctorate in Business Administration (DBA) 
5. Master of Science (MS) in Archaeology and Cultural Resource Management 
6. Master of Science (MS) in User Research (UX) and User Interface (UI) Design 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newstimes.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fdanbury-high-school-wcsu-college-choice-2025-uconn-20415110.php&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7C3b36ce837aad417276f408ddba450915%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638871527929914381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=98QbfdSok4XNXNOMWPyqljYbX%2B5xPUDTbEUiI106EH8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ct.edu/newsroom/board-of-regents-approves-cscu-general-education-transfer-credit-alignment-policy
https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-receives-award-for-leadership-in-enhancing-transfer-pathways
https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/ct-board-of-regents-for-higher-education-approves-new-centralized-p-card-policy
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/tesol-ba
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/behavioral-neuroscience-bs
https://news.southernct.edu/2024/12/18/new-coastal-resilience-masters-program-prepares-grads-for-a-multitude-of-careers/
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/stem-dba
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/archaeology-cultural-resource-management-ms
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/ux-ui-design-ms
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7. Bachelor of Science (BS) in Energy and Utility Leadership 
8. Bachelor of Science (BS) in Healthcare Management 
9. Master of Science (MS) in Financial Risk Management 
10. Master of Science (MS) in Business Analytics 

 
• Central Connecticut State University (CCSU): 

1. Master of Arts (MA) in Criminal Justice Administration 
2. Master of Social Work (MSW) 
3. Master of Science (MS) in Artificial Intelligence 
4. Master of Science (MS) in Cybersecurity 
5. Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Integrated Media Production 

 
• Western Connecticut State University (WCSU): 

1. Master of Science (MS) in Artificial Intelligence 
2. Bachelor of Science (BS) in Comprehensive Special Education Paraprofessional Program 

 
• CT State Community College: 

1. Certificate in Land Surveying and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
2. Associate of Science (AS) and Certificates in Plastic Injection Molding Technology 
3. Certificate in Plastic Injection Molding Technology 
4. Certificate in Professional Writing 
5. Certificate in Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) 

 
• Charter Oak State College (COSC): 

1. Master of Science in Curriculum and Instruction 
2. Bachelor of Science in Data Analytics 
3. Bachelor of Science in Marketing 

 

Healthcare Workforce Pipeline 

• CT Health Horizons Initiative: 
 

 In year one, CSCU awarded $1M in scholarships to nursing and social work 
students at Central Connecticut State University, Southern Connecticut State 
University, Western Connecticut State University, and Charter Oak State College. 
(Read more on CSCU news) 
 

 In year two, CSCU expanded funding to $2.1M across the same institutions, 
targeting critical shortages in Connecticut's healthcare workforce. (Read more on 
CSCU news) 

https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/energy-utility-leadership-bs
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/healthcare-management-bs
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/financial-risk-management-ms
https://www.southernct.edu/academics/programs/business-analytics-ms
https://www.ccsu.edu/programs/criminal-justice-administration-ma
https://www.ccsu.edu/programs/social-work-msw
https://www.ccsu.edu/programs/artificial-intelligence-ms
https://www.ccsu.edu/programs/cybersecurity-ms
https://ccsu.smartcatalogiq.com/en/current/undergraduate-graduate-catalog/undergraduate-majors/integrated-multimedia-production-ba
https://www.wcsu.edu/cs/artificial-intelligence/
https://catalog.ctstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=9255&returnto=2816&_gl=1*fylkxn*_gcl_au*MjEyNzk0OTYzNy4xNzU1ODc2NDYz
https://catalog.ctstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=9256&returnto=2816&_gl=1*onqe4k*_gcl_au*MjEyNzk0OTYzNy4xNzU1ODc2NDYz
https://catalog.ctstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=9258&returnto=2816&_gl=1*1m8r9qn*_gcl_au*MjEyNzk0OTYzNy4xNzU1ODc2NDYz
https://ctstate.edu/academics/programs/practical-nursing
https://www.charteroak.edu/masters/curriculum-instruction/
https://www.charteroak.edu/catalog/current/courses/dat.php
https://www.charteroak.edu/marketing/
http://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-awards-1-million-in-scholarship-funding-to-nursing-and-social-work-students-in-year-one-of-ct-health-horizons-initiative
https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-awards-2-1-million-in-scholarship-funding-to-nursing-and-social-work-students-in-year-two-of-ct-health-horizons-initiative
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• CSCU Project Director Honored for Nursing Workforce Leadership: Nestor Leon, 
CSCU Project Director for the CT Health Horizons Initiative, received the Connecticut 
Center for Nursing Workforce (CCNW) Annual Excellence Award at the 2025 Statewide 
Nursing Workforce Summit. He was recognized for advancing partnerships that promote 
a highly educated, diverse, and sustainable nursing workforce across Connecticut. 
 

• CT State Community College SHIP: More than 2,600 students trained for in-demand 
healthcare roles, including certified nurse aides and sterile processing technicians, with 
over 400 participating in work-based learning. (Read more on CSCU news) 
 

• Practical Nursing Certificate: Launched in May 2025, CT State Community College now 
offers the only public practical nursing certificate program in Connecticut. (Read more on 
CT State News) 
 

• Central Connecticut State University Nursing Graduates Honored in Pinning 
Ceremony: Fifty-five CCSU Nursing graduates earned their nursing pins and took the 
Nightingale Pledge during a May 15 Pinning Ceremony on the Central Connecticut State 
University campus. (Read more on CCSU news)  
 

• Eastern Connecticut State University Holds First White Coat Ceremony for Nursing 
Students: Eastern Connecticut State University held its inaugural White Coat Ceremony 
on Jan. 23 to mark a milestone for its new Bachelor of Science in Nursing program, 
launched in Fall 2024. Twenty-eight students received their white coats and pledged a 
professional oath as they began clinical placements at local health centers. (Read more on 
ECSU news) 
 

• CT State Community College Partnership Helps New London Students Earn CNA 
Credentials: Three seniors from New London Multi-Magnet High School earned Certified 
Nurses Aide (CNA) credentials through a new partnership with CT State Community 
College at Three Rivers, ReadyCT, and the Eastern Connecticut State University 
Workforce Investment Board. The program blends classroom and clinical training to 
prepare students for health care careers. All three graduates will continue their 
education at CCSU and SCSU to pursue nursing degrees. (Read more on the New London Patch ) 

 
• CT State Manchester Receives Delta Dental Foundation Grant: The Manchester 

Community College Foundation received a $48,500 grant from the Delta Dental 
Foundation to support its Dental Assistant Program, including student scholarships and 
equipment for a new lab space. The grant is part of a statewide initiative to address oral 
health access and the dental workforce shortage, and will benefit students from 
Hartford, Tolland, and Windham counties. (Read more on Manchester Patch)  
 

https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-trains-more-than-2-600-students-for-high-demand-healthcare-jobs-through-ct-ship-grant
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-announces-new-practical-nursing-certificate-program-during-national-nurses-week
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/central-nursing-graduates-receive-pins-take-oath
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2025/01-january/nursing-students-take-oath-during-first-white-coat-ceremony.html
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatch.com%2Fconnecticut%2Fnewlondon%2Fnew-london-students-graduate-nursing-credentials-through-new-program&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7C56decd1ea5514b0d512908ddadb8f32a%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638857732050881787%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XlsdE1KS%2FdypGphAAe57OexrWUjIcRVF1UK%2BexrmLCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://patch.com/connecticut/manchester/delta-dental-foundation-sends-equipment-grant-mcc-foundation
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Manufacturing, Skilled Trades and Reskilling/Upskilling 
 

• New Advanced Manufacturing Facilities and Programs: 
 New 14,000-square-foot center opened at CT State Tunxis (March 2025) (Read more 

on CT State news) 
 CT State Capital debuted a 2,925-square-foot training site (October 2024) (Read 

more on CT State news) 
 Evening program launched at CT State Manchester (November 2024) (Read more on 

CT News) 
 

• Metallica Scholars Initiative: CT State Asnuntuck received a $75,000 grant supporting 
scholarships, equipment, and robotics software for manufacturing students (July 2024). 
(Read more on CT State news) 

 
• CT State Community College Statewide Engagement: Manufacturing Month (October 

2024) featured employer tours, student programs, and events aligned with the 
Governor's workforce agenda. (Read more on CT State news) 

 

• Paralegal Pipeline: A $1 million estate gift at CT State Manchester (May 2025) supports 
scholarships and internships for paralegal students. (Read more on CT State news) 

 

• NSF Grant for EV Workforce: In July 2024, CT State Gateway was awarded a $350,000 
National Science Foundation Advanced Technological Education grant to prepare 
students for careers in servicing and repairing hybrid and electric vehicles. (Read more on CT 
State News) 

 

• Genomics Workforce Development: In September 2024, The Jackson Laboratory (JAX), 
in partnership with CSCU, received a $442,764 National Human Genome Research 
Institute (NHGRI)/NIH grant to support a three-year genomics education initiative titled 
“Genomics in Action.” The project aims to prepare CT State Community College students 
for careers in bioscience and strengthen Connecticut’s workforce pipeline. (Read more on CT 
State news) 

 

• Workforce “On-Ramp” Program: Southern Connecticut State University’s Office of 
Workforce and Lifelong Learning (OWLL) is rapidly expanding its innovative, non-degree 
programs that offer career-focused credentials in AI, cybersecurity, medical Spanish, 
executive leadership, and more. Marketed as an “on-ramp” to employment, OWLL 
delivers flexible, affordable courses, many under $3,000, designed to help learners 
reskill, upskill, or pivot careers without pursuing a full degree. Now serving students 
statewide, the program is growing faster than anticipated. (Read more on SCSU news) 

 

 

https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-community-college-opens-new-advanced-manufacturing-technology-center-with-ribbon-cutting-ceremony
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-capital-ribbon-cutting-celebrates-new-manufacturing-center
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-manchester-launches-evening-precision-manufacturing-program-to-meet-growing-demand
https://ctstate.edu/locations/asnuntuck/metallica-scholars
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-celebrates-manufacturing-month-with-a-series-of-statewide-events-and-activities
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-community-college-manchester-receives-1m-gift-to-support-paralegal-students
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-gateway-awarded-350000-nsf-grant-to-train-technicians-for-evolving-needs-of-automotive-industry
https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-and-jax-awarded-prestigious-grant-to-cultivate-connecticuts-talent-in-the-bioscience-sector
https://news.southernct.edu/2025/06/02/owll-program-at-southern-expands-rapidly-offering-career-focused-courses/
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• CCSU Launches Region’s First Undergraduate Banking Certificate: Central 
Connecticut State University’s School of Business has launched the Banking Excellence 
Certificate, the only undergraduate program of its kind in New England. Designed to 
prepare students for careers in banking and finance, the certificate includes specialized 
coursework and an industry internship. The program begins in Fall 2025 and will appear 
on students’ official transcripts. (Read more on CCSU news) 

 
• Fairfield County Bank Supports CCSU Banking Excellence Program: Fairfield County 

Bank contributed $5,000 to Central Connecticut State University’s new Banking 
Excellence Program, a certificate initiative preparing students for careers in financial 
services. The program includes targeted coursework, industry-led instruction, and paid 
internships with partner institutions. Applications are open for the first cohort beginning 
this fall. (Read more on CCSU news) 
 

• CT State Community College Hosts NAACP Second Chance Jobs Summit: CT State 
Capital hosted the NAACP’s Second Chance Jobs Summit, part of the Million Jobs 
Campaign, aimed at improving employment access for formerly incarcerated individuals. 
The event featured workshops in healthcare, construction, and retail, and brought 
together employers and community leaders to discuss barriers and hiring practices that 
support second chances. (Read more here) 
 

Education 
 

• Southern Connecticut State University Celebrates First Graduates of Special 
Education Residency Program: Southern Connecticut State University’s College of 
Education graduated its first cohort from the Residency Educator Program in Special 
Education, with five students earning their Master of Arts in Teaching degrees last month. 
Launched in partnership with New Haven Public Schools, the program supports 
paraeducators in earning a master’s degree and certification while continuing to work. It 
addresses the local shortage of special education teachers by building a homegrown, 
committed workforce. (Read more on SCSU news) 
 

• Central Connecticut State University Assistant Dean Honored with Presidential 
Award for Excellence: Barbara Budaj, Assistant Dean of School and Community 
Partnerships and Assessments at CCSU, was named a recipient of the Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) by the National 
Science Foundation. The award is the nation’s highest honor for K–12 STEM educators. 
(Read more on CCSU news) 

 

https://www.ccsu.edu/article/central-launches-new-englands-only-undergraduate-banking-excellence-certificate-program
https://www.fairfieldcountybank.com/general-information/press-releases/2025/BankingExcellenceProgram.html
https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/hartford/naacp-hosts-2nd-chance-summit-for-formerly-incarcerated-jobseekers-in-hartford/
https://news.southernct.edu/2025/06/25/first-cohort-of-new-haven-paraeducators-is-ready-to-lead-in-special-education/
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/assistant-dean-barbara-budaj-earns-presidential-award-excellence


 
 

12 | P a g e  
 

• Southern Connecticut State University Launches State’s First Undergraduate TESOL 
Degree Program: Southern Connecticut State University will offer Connecticut’s first 
undergraduate degree in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
beginning fall 2025. The new BA program includes teaching certification and was 
designed to address the growing statewide shortage of certified TESOL and bilingual 
educators. (Read more on SCSU news)  
 

• Eastern Connecticut State University Alumna Wins National Milken Educator Award: 
Jessica Chapman ’11, a history and social studies teacher at Norwich Free Academy, 
was named one of 45 recipients of the 2024 Milken Educator Award, one of the nation’s 
top honors for educators. Chapman, known for her advocacy for multilingual learners, 
draws on both her classroom experience and time teaching in El Salvador. A history and 
social science major at Eastern Connecticut State University, she credits the university’s 
faculty with inspiring her teaching approach. (Read more on ECSU news) 
 

• Southern Connecticut State University Partners with Yale on $10M Fellowship to 
Address Teacher Shortage: Southern Connecticut State University is partnering with 
Yale University, New Haven Public Schools, and New Haven Promise on the newly 
launched Yale Teaching Fellowship, a $10 million initiative to support teacher 
certification and address workforce shortages in New Haven schools. Funded by Yale, 
the program will cover full tuition and stipends for 104 educators over four years across 
three tracks: new teachers, current NHPS paraprofessionals, and certified teachers 
seeking cross-endorsement. SCSU will serve as the academic home for all fellows, with 
the first cohort beginning in May 2025. (Read more on New Haven Independent)  

 
Leading in Innovation and Technology: 
 
Charter Oak State College (COSC) 
 

• AI Academy Launch: In partnership with Google, Charter Oak launched a free, online AI 
skills course for all CT residents. (Read more on COSC news) 

 
• Connecticut AI Alliance: Charter Oak is a founding member of this 22-organization 

consortium committed to advancing the state's AI infrastructure. (Read more on COSC news) 
 

• Online Degrees and Certifications: 
o New degrees in Marketing and Data Analytics. (Read more on COSC news) 

 
 

https://news.southernct.edu/2025/04/01/undergraduate-tesol-degree-program-is-first-in-the-state/
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2024/12-december/alumna-jessica-chapman-11-wins-prestigious-milken-educator-award.html
https://www.newhavenindependent.org/article/yale_teacher_fellowship
https://www.charteroak.edu/ai-academy/
https://www.ctinsider.com/connecticut/article/ct-ai-artificial-intelligence-jobs-college-20206408.php?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.prweb.com/releases/charter-oak-state-college-launches-new-online-degrees-in-marketing-and-data-analytics-302431276.html
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Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) 
 

• Cybersecurity Earns Second National Designation: Central Connecticut State 
University has been designated a National Center of Academic Excellence in Cyber 
Operations (CAE-CO) by the NSA, making it the only New England institution with dual 
national designations in both Cyber Operations (CAE-CO) and Cyber Defense Education 
(CAE-CD), with the CAE-CO designation valid through 2029. (Read more on CCSU news) 

 
• AI Corridor Launch: A new 5,000-square-foot AI Corridor opened in the Vance Academic 

Center (October 2024). (Read more on CCSU news) 
 

• Graduate Programs: Launched a Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence. (Read more on 
CCSU news) 

 
Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) 
 

• Innovation Hub Award: The SCSU i-Hub received the 2024 Inspiring Programs in STEM 
Award from Insight Into Diversity. (Read more on SCSU news) 
 

• Pathways to STEM Careers Night: Hosted in collaboration with the Connecticut Center 
for Advanced Technology. (Read more on SCSU news) 

 
Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU) 
 

• National IT Competition: ECSU’s BIS-ITSA club earned 1st place in Business Analytics, 
2nd place in Database Design, and the Model Student Organization Award at the USITCC 
national conference.  (Read more on ECSU news) 
 

• Davis Grant for Innovation: Eastern Connecticut State University received a $281,120 
Davis Educational Foundation grant to launch its Empowering Sustainable Pedagogical 
Innovation initiative, funding a Teaching Scholars Program for faculty innovation in 
teaching and learning.  (Read more on ECSU news) 

 
• AI Student Research: Nine Eastern Connecticut State University students presented 

original research at the 2025 NCUR in Pittsburgh, including work on AI and NASA 
imagery, cult psychology, and original fiction. The projects reflected Eastern Connecticut 
State University’s focus on innovation and interdisciplinary scholarship. (Read more on ECSU 
news) 

 

https://www.ccsu.edu/article/cybersecurity-earns-second-national-designation-academic-excellence
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/ai-inspires-new-space-guides-new-initiatives-central
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/central-adds-graduate-level-degree-ai-growing-list-responsive-programs
https://news.southernct.edu/2024/07/19/innovation-hub-receives-insight-into-diversity-magazines-2024-inspiring-programs-in-stem-award/#:%7E:text=Southern%20Connecticut%20State%20University's%20(SCSU,inclusion%20publication%20in%20higher%20education.
https://www.nesma-usa.com/event/pathways-to-stem-night-at-southern-connecticut-state-university/
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2025/april/bis-itsa-wins-top-honors-at-national-it-conference.html
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2024/07-july/eastern-receives-davis-educational-foundation-grant-for-faculty-development-initiative.html
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2025/april/eastern-students-delve-beyond-the-research-at-ncur.html#:%7E:text=From%20artificial%20intelligence%20(AI)%20on,Future%20Fair%E2%80%9D%20showcasing%20undergraduate%20research.
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Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) 
 

• New AI Graduate Program: Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence launched August 
2024. (Read more on WCSU news) 
 

Delivering Excellence at the University and College Level: 
 

• Graduate Program Rankings: Central Connecticut State University and Western 
Connecticut State University recognized among the best in the state for nursing, 
education, and rehabilitation counseling by U.S. News and RN.org (2024–2025). (Read more 
on CCSU news) (Read more on CCSU news) (Read more on WCSU news) 
 

• CCSU and Charter Oak Named to Forbes Top 500 Colleges List: Charter Oak State 
College and Central Connecticut State University were both ranked among the Top 500 
Colleges in the U.S. by Forbes for 2024–2025, placing No. 338 and No. 374, respectively. 
The national ranking recognizes colleges that deliver strong academic outcomes, career 
success, and affordability, highlighting the value CSCU institutions provide to students 
and the state. (Read more on Forbes) 
 

• Carnegie R2 Research Status: In February 2025, Southern Connecticut State University 
was designated an R2 research university, the first public institution in Connecticut to 
achieve this national distinction. (Read more on CSCU news) 
 

• Fulbright Achievement: Southern Connecticut State University was ranked as the 
second-highest producer of Fulbright U.S. Scholars in Connecticut (2025). (Read more on SCSU 
news)  
 

• Fulbright Achievement: Dr. Jacob Werblow, Professor of Curriculum and Instruction at 
Central Connecticut State University, received a 2025 Fulbright U.S. Scholar award to 
Spain from the U.S. Department of State. (Read more on CCSU news) 
 

• Economic Impact: CT State Community College contributed $3.0 billion to the state 
economy in FY23 (Lightcast report, January 2025). (Read more on CT State news) 

 
• WalletHub’s 2025 rankings: WCSU placed 7th in Connecticut, demonstrating strong 

educational value and competitive outcomes compared to both public and private peers. 
(Read more on WCSU news) 
 

https://news.wcsu.edu/westconn-to-offer-master-of-science-in-artificial-intelligence/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/central-graduate-programs-earn-spots-best-graduate-schools-list
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/central-bsn-program-ranked-third-state#:%7E:text=Nursing%20education%20resource%20RNCareers.org,at%20second%20in%20the%20state.
https://news.wcsu.edu/westconn-named-2-best-online-rn-to-bsn-program-in-connecticut-in-latest-ranking/#:%7E:text=DANBURY%2C%20Connecticut%20%E2%80%94%20The%20Department%20of,higher%20levels%20of%20career%20success.%E2%80%9D
https://www.forbes.com/top-colleges/
https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/southern-connecticut-state-university-becomes-connecticuts-first-r2-university
https://www.southernct.edu/research
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/werblow-receives-fulbright-us-scholar-award
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-community-college-drives-significant-impact-on-connecticuts-economy-new-report-reveals
https://www.wfsb.com/2024/10/14/here-are-best-colleges-connecticut/
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• SmartAsset (Dec 2024) – Best Value Rankings: Western Connecticut State University 
was ranked No. 1 Best Value College in Connecticut among all public and private 
schools for overall affordability and return on investment. (Read more on WCSU news) 

 
• 10.1% increase in student enrollment for Spring 2025, WCSU achieved the highest 

enrollment increase among all CSCU universities. This reflects ongoing efforts to remove 
barriers to access, strengthen recruitment and retention, and offer workforce-aligned 
academic programs at all CSCU institutions. (Read more on FOX61)  

 

• Praxis Performance: Western Connecticut State University Elementary Education 
students achieved Praxis exam scores that ranked them among the top four performing 
institutions in the state, exceeding the statewide average and demonstrating strong 
preparation for careers in teaching. (Read more on WCSU news) 

 
• Veteran & Military Recognition: Central Connecticut State University earned Military 

Friendly Gold status (February 2025). (Read more on CCSU news) 
 

• Top Rankings: Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU) ranked in U.S. News’ Top 25 
Public Regional Universities.  
 No. 22 Top Public School 
 No. 23 Best Value 
 No. 25 Best College for Veterans (Read more on ECSU news) 

 
• Sustainability Excellence: Princeton Review names Eastern Connecticut State 

University (ECSU) a 'Green College' 15 years running. (Read more on ECSU news) 
 

• Record First-Year Enrollment: Eastern Connecticut State University’s Class of 2028 
enrollment rose 32% over the previous year. (Read more on ECSU news) 

 

• CT State Middlesex Earns Military Friendly Top 10 Ranking: For the first time, CT State 
Middlesex earned a Military Friendly  School Gold Top 10 designation for 2025–2026, 
ranking No. 9 nationally among small community colleges. (Read more on CT State news) 

 
• CT State Community College WAC Program Wins National Award: CT State 

Community College’s Writing Across the Curriculum faculty certification program 
received the Program of Promise Award from the National Organization for Student 
Success (NOSS). Recognized at NOSS’s annual conference in February, the program was 
praised for its impact on faculty development and student learning across more than 22 
academic disciplines. (Read more on CT State news) 

https://www.greenwichtime.com/news/education/article/ct-best-value-colleges-study-rankings-19985616.php
https://www.fox61.com/article/news/local/cscu-enrollment-jumps-for-spring-2025-semester/520-909552c2-cb94-4a91-a8c9-c73f8871043c
https://news.wcsu.edu/wcsu-elementary-education-students-scores-on-praxis-exam-place-them-above-state-average-and-in-top-four-institutional-performers/
https://www.ccsu.edu/article/central-earns-gold-military-friendly-school
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2024/09-september/eastern-ranks-among-top-25-public-universities-in-the-north.html#:%7E:text=U.S.%20News%20and%20World%20Report%20gives%20Eastern%20high%20marks%20in%203%20categories&text=Eastern%20Connecticut%20State%20University%20has,25%20Best%20College%20for%20Veterans
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2024/10-october/princeton-review-names-eastern-a-green-college-15-years-running.html
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2024/09-september/eastern-welcomes-largest-class-in-years.html
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-middlesex-named-top-10-military-friendly-school
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-states-learning-certificate-receives-national-award-from-noss
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• CT State Ranks Third Nationally for Community College Quality: CT State Community 
College placed third in the nation in WalletHub’s 2024 report on the best community 
colleges, marking its third consecutive year in the top three. The ranking reflects 
affordability, student outcomes, and educational quality across 653 institutions. (Read more 
on CT State news) 
 

• Charter Oak Partners with Community College of Vermont: Charter Oak State College 
has partnered with the Community College of Vermont (CCV) to offer CCV graduates the 
opportunity to complete their bachelor’s degree online at CCV’s in-state tuition rate. The 
agreement expands affordable transfer options for Vermont students through 
Connecticut’s fully online public college. (Read more on COSC news)  
 

• CT State Gateway and Southern Connecticut State University Go Solar Through 
Major CSCU Energy Partnership: CT State Gateway and Southern Connecticut State 
University are now partially powered by a new 2.32 MW solar array in Orange, CT, 
developed through CSCU’s partnership with Greenskies Clean Focus. The system is 
expected to generate over 3 million kWh annually, saving the CSCU system an estimated 
$6 million over 20 years. The project supports CSCU’s clean energy goals while 
advancing the state’s broader renewable energy transition. (Read more on Yahoo News/Hartford 
Courant)  

Expanding Access Through K–12 Partnerships: 

All CSCU colleges and universities currently offer early college programs, providing high school 
students with access to college-level coursework and career pathways. CSCU continues to 
collaborate with school districts across Connecticut to expand dual enrollment, early college, 
and career exploration opportunities statewide. 

• CT State Community College Expands Dual Enrollment Through Statewide Summits: 
CT State Community College hosted five Early College Summits this fall with nearly 300 
high school partners to expand dual enrollment opportunities. The program now serves 
9,715 students across 181 high schools, generating over 42,000 college credits in two 
years. Efforts are underway to broaden access, especially in high-demand fields, and 
extend eligibility to 9th-grade students. (Read more on CT State news) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-among-top-community-college-systems-in-u-s
https://www.wcax.com/2024/11/13/new-ccv-partnership-offers-online-degree-program/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Ftwo-cscu-campuses-going-solar-100000628.html%3Fguce_referrer%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8%26guce_referrer_sig%3DAQAAACV4M2GRsmhOdAQWdWyvhIsL_l8O8UOV_xYE4EI_K2tb2R4y6wL4LZdIVpzOnvLEY4eGchP8TPIY9uiZYShxmZhuQ5TbY4-vSRnYpZ276syww4OYgsccG0l0QUWrCFZhXU_a0g65nsipThgLSRM25WqaYyXrHtbfx0hvxICZdLsB%26guccounter%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7C133aafaf77624d00f18c08dda903f51e%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638852556650262993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lysKeJMj085Go19LixgnYsSZssolHvSITUOk9eW9yQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Ftwo-cscu-campuses-going-solar-100000628.html%3Fguce_referrer%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8%26guce_referrer_sig%3DAQAAACV4M2GRsmhOdAQWdWyvhIsL_l8O8UOV_xYE4EI_K2tb2R4y6wL4LZdIVpzOnvLEY4eGchP8TPIY9uiZYShxmZhuQ5TbY4-vSRnYpZ276syww4OYgsccG0l0QUWrCFZhXU_a0g65nsipThgLSRM25WqaYyXrHtbfx0hvxICZdLsB%26guccounter%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7C133aafaf77624d00f18c08dda903f51e%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638852556650262993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lysKeJMj085Go19LixgnYsSZssolHvSITUOk9eW9yQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-hosts-regional-summits-to-expand-dual-enrollment-program-with-high-school-partners
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• High School Students Explore Journalism Through CSCU Concurrent Enrollment: 
Central Connecticut State University partnered with Granby Memorial High School to 
offer Introduction to Journalism as a concurrent enrollment course, allowing students to 
earn credit for Journalism 200 while still in high school. Supported by a state ESSER 
grant, the course is part of Central Connecticut State University’s growing dual and 
concurrent enrollment network, which spans schools across Connecticut and helps 
students gain early exposure to college-level academics. (Read more on CCSU news) 
 

• Eastern Connecticut State University Expands Early College Program, Hosts 70 High 
School Educators: Eastern Connecticut State University welcomed 70 high school 
teachers and administrators to campus for its annual Dual Enrollment Day on May 22. 
The event highlighted the university’s expanding Early College Program, which now 
partners with 21 high schools and is pursuing NACEP accreditation. (Read more on ECSU news) 
 

• Western Connecticut State University Expands Early College Dual Enrollment with 
$166K Grant: Western Connecticut State University is expanding its Early College dual 
enrollment program through a $166,000 ARPA-funded grant secured by Interim Provost 
Dr. Stephen Hegedus. The program now includes new partnerships with New Milford and 
Ridgefield, in addition to existing collaborations with Brookfield, Bethel, Danbury, 
Immaculate, Newtown, and New Fairfield. The initiative aims to double enrollment and 
increase access to college credits for high school students, particularly those from 
underserved populations. (Read more on WCSU news) 
 

• New Haven Expands CNA and Dual Enrollment Opportunities with CSCU Partners: 
New Haven Public Schools continued to grow career-aligned programs through 
partnerships with Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) and CT State Gateway. 
Nearly 100 high school students completed CNA training through Southern Connecticut 
State University, with another 150 enrolled during the school day across three high 
schools. Meanwhile, the Gateway to College program at CT State Gateway supported 
students aged 16–21 in earning both a high school diploma and college credit, with 25 
students graduating from the program this year. (Read more on the New Haven Register) 

• Eastern Connecticut State University Expands Dual Enrollment Program with State 
Grant: Eastern Connecticut State University is expanding its dual enrollment program, 
allowing more high school students to earn college credit. Funded in part by a three-year, 
$178,000 grant from the CT Department of Education, the initiative will waive tuition for 
low-income students, support campus visits, and fund faculty and accreditation efforts. 
Enrollment will grow from 450 to 730 students in fall 2024, with course offerings 
increasing from 43 to 53 across 16 partner high schools. (Read more on WTNH-TV8) 

https://www.ccsu.edu/article/high-schoolers-get-jump-journalism-studies-central
https://www.easternct.edu/news/_stories-and-releases/2025/june/easterns-dual-enrollment-program-to-establish-official-rebrand.html#:%7E:text=Growing%20dual%20enrollment,June%2002%2C%202025
https://ctbythenumbers.news/ctnews/early-college-program-expands-at-westconn-adding-additional-local-districts
https://www.nhregister.com/news/education/article/new-haven-schools-expand-career-programs-20219966.php
https://www.wtnh.com/news/connecticut/windham/more-connecticut-high-school-students-can-get-college-credit-under-expanded-program/
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• Stamford High Seniors Graduate from CT State Norwalk with associate degrees: 
Seven students from Stamford High School’s Early College Studies (ECS) Program 
graduated with associate degrees in computer science from CT State Norwalk in Spring 
2025. The ECS Program, which enables students to earn both a high school diploma and 
college degree in as few as four years, has now graduated 15 associate degree holders 
since 2021 and supported over 150 students in earning college credit. (Read more on Stamford 
Patch)  

Commencement Milestones: 

In Spring 2025, CSCU institutions celebrated the achievements of thousands of graduates 
across diverse fields and communities. 

• Central Connecticut State University: Held two ceremonies at Arute Field, conferring 
over 2,100 degrees (May 2025). 
 

• Charter Oak State College: Celebrated 525 graduates at the Bushnell Center for the 
Performing Arts (June 2025). 
 

• CT State Community College: Awarded 6,084 degrees and certificates to over 5,200 
graduates across multiple campus ceremonies (May 2025). 
 

• Eastern Connecticut State University: Hosted its 135th commencement at the XL 
Center in Hartford and a graduate ceremony at the Fine Arts Instructional Center 
conferring over 1,000 degrees (May 2025). 
 

• Southern Connecticut State University: Conferred degrees to over 1,400 graduates at 
Total Mortgage Arena in Bridgeport (May 2025). 
 

• Western Connecticut State University: Held its 127th commencement, awarding 
degrees to 957 students (May 2025). 

 

 
 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatch.com%2Fconnecticut%2Fstamford%2Fstamford-high-school-seniors-graduate-ct-state-norwalk&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7C3095a108dfdf498f413008dd9a0bb55b%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638836097260050955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K3o6yJqH4Kaoqy8z4kTja7bkuI%2F95eK6LvyVu3ZI0wM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatch.com%2Fconnecticut%2Fstamford%2Fstamford-high-school-seniors-graduate-ct-state-norwalk&data=05%7C02%7Cdaniel.aniello%40ct.edu%7C3095a108dfdf498f413008dd9a0bb55b%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638836097260050955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K3o6yJqH4Kaoqy8z4kTja7bkuI%2F95eK6LvyVu3ZI0wM%3D&reserved=0


 
 

19 | P a g e  
 

CSCU Leadership Transitions: 

Throughout the year, CSCU institutions celebrated leadership transitions and new 
appointments.  

• Presidential Appointments: 

 Dr. Sandra Bulmer, a 26-year veteran and Dean of the College of Health and 
Human Services, was appointed as interim president of SCSU, effective July 1, 
2025. (June 2025) 
 

 Dr. O. John Maduko appointed as Interim Chancellor of CSCU for a one-year term 
starting July 1, 2025 (June 2025). 

 

 Dr. Jesse M. Bernal named President of WCSU, effective July 11, 2025 (May 2025). 
 

• Transition to Campus President Model: In February 2025, CT State Community College 
announced a shift from the Campus CEO model to a Campus President model, aiming to 
empower local leadership and enhance decision-making, operational efficiency, and 
statewide cohesion. 
 

• New CT State Community College Campus Presidents Announced (May 2025): 
 
 Kamari A. Collins – CT State Housatonic & Danbury 
 Cheryl DeVonish – CT State Norwalk 
 Joshua Moon-Johnson – CT State Asnuntuck, Manchester & Middlesex 
 Mary Ellen Jukoski – CT State Quinebaug Valley & Three Rivers 
 Sharale W. Mathis – CT State Capital & Tunxis 
 Michael Rooke – CT State Naugatuck Valley & Northwestern 
 Shiang-Kwei Wang – CT State Gateway 

 
• Governor Appoints Former CT State Community College Professor to Board of 

Regents: Governor Ned Lamont appointed Delwyn F. Cummings, a former science 
professor at CT State Naugatuck Valley, to the Connecticut Board of Regents for Higher 
Education. Cummings brings decades of experience in both higher education and the 
private sector, including leadership roles on the CSCU Faculty Advisory Committee and 
work with companies like Pfizer. He fills the seat vacated by former vice chair Jim 
McCarthy. (Read more on CSCU news) 

 

https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/gov-lamont-appoints-professor-delwyn-cummings-to-the-board-of-regents
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• CT State Community College Chief of Police Named National Finalist: CT State 
Community College Chief of Police Chris Chute was named one of 12 national finalists 
for Campus Safety magazine’s 2025 Director of the Year award. Selected from over 200 
nominees, Chute was recognized for his leadership in modernizing safety operations 
across CT State Community College’s 17 locations. The winner will be announced in July 
at the 2025 Campus Safety Conference. (Read more on CT State news) 

 
Information Required by State Statute Affirmative Action: 

In accordance with state and federal laws and regulations, the Connecticut State Colleges and 
Universities System is an Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. The 
University’s affirmative action plans are in compliance with the requirements of the 
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities, pursuant to the Regulations for Affirmative 
Action in the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

https://ctstate.edu/newsroom/item/ct-state-police-chief-named-finalist-for-national-campus-safety-award

