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ARCHIVES PRESERVE THE STORIES  
OF THOSE WHO GO FIRST …
Ebenezer Don Carlos Bassett  (October 16, 1833 – November 13, 1908) was the first African American to attend  
and graduate from the Connecticut State Normal School (now Central Connecticut State University). He was an educator,  
abolitionist, humanitarian, civil rights leader, and close friend of Frederick Douglass. President Ulysses S. Grant appointed  
him as Minister Resident [United States Ambassador] to Haiti from 1869 to 1877  
making him the first African American diplomat.  
 

For more information on Ebenezer D. Bassett visit https://www.ccsu.edu/bassett/biography.html or https://diplomacy.state.gov/u-s-diplomacy-
stories/ebenezer-d-bassett-champion-of-human-rights/ 
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