c CONNECTICUT Department of Economic and Community Development

STATE OF CONNECTICUT

Community Investment Fund 2030 Board

March 11, 2025, 10 AM

Legislative Office Building (LOB), Hearing Room 1A/Hybrid with Zoom
300 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106

Recording can be viewed at https://ct-n.com/ctnplayer.asp?odID=24494

MINUTES:
1. Welcome and Roll Call

A meeting of the Community Investment Fund 2030 Board was held at the Legislative Office
Building, Hartford, CT, and via Zoom, on March 11, 2025, at 10:00 AM. Co-Chair and Speaker of the
House Matthew Ritter called the meeting to order at 10:16 AM.

Members in Attendance at LOB:

Speaker of the House Ritter

Senate President Looney

Senator Duff

House Majority Leader Rojas

Senator Harding

House Minority Leader Candelora

Senator Miller

Representative Napoli

Secretary Beckham

Easha Canada o/b/o Commissioner Barton Reeves
Commissioner Mosquera-Bruno

Deputy Commissioner Pugliese

Eileen Meskill, Deputy Attorney General

Secretary of the State Thomas

Senator McCrory

Matthew Brokman, Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor
Jonathan Dach, Senior Advisor, Office of the Governor

Members Online:

Ernestine Weaver, DAS Delegate

Kevin Alvarez, o/b/o Treasurer Russell
Tara Downes, o/b/o Comptroller Scanlon
Representative Gee

Others in Attendance:
Melinda Wilson, Director, Community Investment Fund, DECD

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 5 CTMakeltHere.com
Hartford, CT 06103

Phone: 860-500-2300


https://ct-n.com/ctnplayer.asp?odID=24494

2. Comments from the Chairs

Senator Looney welcomed everyone and remarked that the program has been wonderfully
successful, bringing a lot of excitement and dynamism to eligible communities. He expressed
excitement for the Round 6 recommendations and future rounds.

3. Approval of Minutes from December 10, 2024, Meeting

On a motion by Senator Duff, seconded by Secretary of the State Thomas, the CIF Board approved
the minutes of the December 10, 2024, meeting. Secretary Beckham abstained.

4. New Business
4a. CIF Project Status Report

Melinda Wilson, CIF Director, reviewed the reports which were requested at the previous meeting.
Speaker Ritter thanked the CIF staff for their responsiveness to questions, noting that it’s very
helpful for the process. Senate President Looney asked what applicants are told to highlight when
they are looking to CIF versus a different source of funding. Deputy Commissioner Pugliese
explained if their project does not suit the mission of CIF, applicants are directed to speak with
their local delegation. Otherwise, the applicant continues to move through the CIF pipeline. Senate
President Looney remarked that this is helpful, since many applicants operate on several tracks
for funding at the same time.

4b. Round 6 Award Recommendations

Speaker Ritter noted that Item 27, Planned Parenthood of Southern New England, would be voted
on separately and second. Representative Candelora thanked the Board for considering East
Haven and Enfield Mall which could be transformative in leading the way for malls across the
state. Senator Harding aligned his comments with Representative Candelora. Representative Rojas
acknowledged the entire delegation for advocating for the Enfield Mall project which will be great
for the region.

On a motion by Secretary Beckham, seconded by Senate President Looney, the CIF Board
approved the list of 34 CIF Round 6 recommended projects.

Speaker Ritter moved on to Item 27, Planned Parenthood of Southern New England. Senator
Harding thanked the Board for separating this item out in the vote. He questioned the
recommendation for funding. He stated he would cast a NO vote for this project due to the other
state funding the organization has received and his opinion that there were more transformative
projects in the pool. Representative Candelora aligned with Senator Harding’s remarks, noting
that he would like to see increased vetting of organizations of this size. Speaker Ritter commented
that CIF has previously made investments in community health and that this project is a worthy
investment for the community. Secretary of the State Thomas expressed that she has extreme faith
in CIF’s process.
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Speaker Ritter- YEA

Senate President Looney- YEA

Senator Duff- YEA

House Majority Leader Rojas- YEA

Senator Harding- NAY

House Minority Leader Candelora- NAY
Senator Miller- YEA

Representative Napoli- YEA

Secretary Beckham- YEA

Easha Canada, o/b/o Commissioner Barton Reeves- YEA
Ernestine Weaver, DAS Delegate- YEA
Commissioner Mosquera-Bruno- YEA

Deputy Commissioner Pugliese- YEA

Eileen Meskill, Deputy Attorney General- YEA
Kevin Alvarez, o/b/o Treasurer Russell- YEA
Tara Downes, o/b/o Comptroller Scanlon- YEA
Secretary of the State Thomas- YEA

Senator McCrory- YEA

Representative Gee-YEA

Matthew Brockman- YEA

Jonathan Dach- YEA

The motion passed.
5. Rounds 7 & 8 Timelines
Ms. Wilson reviewed the Round 7 timeline. She then proposed the following Round 8 timeline.

Round 7

NOFA Issued: Monday, April 28, 2025

Application Deadline: 12pm NOON Friday, June 6, 2025

Materials to CIF Board: Monday, August 18, 2025

Board communicates recommendations to Co-Chairs: No later than Monday, September 22, 2025
CIF Board Meeting: Tuesday, September 30, 2025

Round 8

NOFA Issued: October 27, 2025

Application Deadline: 12pm NOON Friday, December 5, 2025

Materials to CIF Board: Monday, February 2, 2026

Board communicates recommendations to Co-Chairs: No later than Monday, March 2, 2026
CIF Board Meeting: Tuesday, March 10, 2026

5. For the Good of the Order: Comments from Board Members

oiumbus Boulevard, Suite 5 CTMakeltHere.com



Speaker Ritter remarked that CIF has yet to have a project turned down by either the Governor or
the State Bond Commission which suggests that DECD and the CIF Board are both doing a great
job.

6. Adjournment

On a motion to adjourn by Senator Duff, seconded by Senator McCrory, the CIF Board Meeting
unanimously adjourned at 10:32 AM.
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