
 
Connecticut’s new medical marijuana laws make the program:  
• Easier to access  
• More flexible  
• Better aligned with patient needs  
 
Here’s what patients and caregivers need to know.  
 
For Practitioners  
More Options for Certification Period  
 
Effective January 1, 2026, you will be able to tailor the length of time for a medical marijuana certification to 
meet each patient’s needs. Options include:  
• 6 months  
• 1 year  
• 18 months  
• 2 years  
 
This change supports more personalized treatment and allows you to align the certification period with follow-
up treatment plans.  
 
Your Legal Protections Remain in Place  
 
As long as you follow the required steps — such as diagnosing a debilitating condition, performing a 
reasonable assessment, and explaining risks and benefits — you remain protected from Connecticut legal and 
licensing penalties.  
 
Please Note: In accordance with the law, any certifications issued for a period other than one year prior to 
January 1, 2026, will not be processed by the Department until January 2, 2026. Certifications issued for a 
period other than one year will become effective on January 2, 2026. Certifications for one year will continue 
to be processed normally. If you have any questions, please contact the Medical Marijuana Program at (860) 
713-6066 or e-mail us at dcp.mmp@ct.gov . 
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