Department of Aging and Disability Services (ADS)

Bureau of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB)

Statewide Committee of Blind Vendors

Minutes of the January 30, 2024

Mr. Tyrell Sampson called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm.

Committee Members Present: Chairman Mr. Keith Haley; Vice Chairman Mr. Rich Braccia; Mr. David Pelaggi; Mr. Angel Torres; Ms. Brandy Altergott; Shelly McDermott

Committee Members Absent: Mr. Karan Punjabi; Mr. Sovey Ramirez

Agency Staff Present: Mr. Tyrell Sampson, Program Supervisor; Ms. Carol Jenkins, Director; Ms. Lara Stauning, ADS Staff Attorney

1.) South Benson Marine Fuel Dock Concession Fairfield, CT. (First Right of Refusal)

The Town of Fairfield (Town), on behalf of its Parks & Recreation Department, is seeking First Right of Refusal from BESB for the operation of the marine fuel dock and refreshment concession on a seasonal basis, located at South Benson Marina, 471 Turney Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

Mr. Sampson stated that upon receiving no interest from the existing operators within the program on the Transfer and Promotion list, such an opportunity from a VR referral was of interest. Mr. Sampson, Chairman Haley, and agency Director Carol Jenkins highlighted the value such an opportunity would have to BEP.

Motion: Motion made by Vice Chairman Rich Braccia and seconded by Brandy Altergott to accept the South Benson Marina opportunity located in Fairfield, CT, which will allow a new VR referral to BEP the chance to operate the facility for the start of the 2024 season.
Vote: Yes – 5, No – 0, Abstained – 0
No further discussions
2.) BESB's first right to retain all vending machines within CTECH schools and all state, federal, and municipal locations.

Mr. Sampson relayed concerns regarding the CTECH school's unauthorized purchase of thirty-four vending machines before offering BESB first right of refusal. Despite the unauthorized purchase of vending machines made by CTECH. BESB administration proposed to CTECH and the Statewide Committee of Blind Vendors the following allowance/offering below. 
· CTECH may utilize seventeen vending machines exclusively to sell the reimbursable meals only prepared in the school cafeteria. 

· BESB's existing contractor, Servomation and River Vending, will utilize the seventeen remaining CTECH-owned vending machines to continue to provide full vending service support. Both third-party vending companies would look to remove the current snack vending machines in place should CTECH agree. 
Should CTECH not agree to the offering, BESB would look to move the concern beyond the current level of negotiation to ensure the protection of CGS 17a-818.
Motion: Motion made by Rich Braccia and seconded by Brandy Altergott to accept the agency's plan of action with the agency's proposed offering to CTECH.

Vote: Yes – 5, No – 0, Abstained – 0

No further discussions

3.) Retaining all vending machines on state, federal, and municipal properties.

Mr. Sampson requested clarification from the Statewide Committee of Blind Vendors regarding the acceptance of vending opportunities, which falls within the law of Randolph Sheppard. Mr. Sampson stated It was his understanding that any vending opportunity within the scope of the programs ability to provide in all state, federal, and municipal buildings be automatically accepted by the BEP program administration should such offering warrant viable opportunity, therefore not requiring the Statewide Committee of Blind Vendors vote of each opportunity presented. 
Both Chairman Haley and Vice Chairman Braccia confirmed such a process to be expected. 
To ensure the agency process remains in place, Vice Chairman Braccia made a motion, seconded by Brandy Altergott to allow the BEP administration to continue the acceptance of all vending opportunities that fall within the law and the program's ability to provide such services.  
Vote: Yes – 5, No – 0, Abstained – 0
Adjournment Motion made by Rich Braccia to Adjourn

Seconded By: Brandy Altergott

The meeting adjourned at 3:53 pm.

