[image: Blue Connecticut logo][image: ]             Department of Aging and Disability Services
                                                                                                                              
Bureau of Rehabilitation Services
Teams Meeting – November 20, 2024 - Minutes
9:30a.m. – 12:00p.m.
Attendance:   Tom Cosker, Kate Travis, Linda Rammler, Laura Luna, Stephanie Trelli, Joe Wendover, Fred Brisbois, Melissa Taylor, Jill Larmett, Lauren Maurice, Beth Reel, Contessa Big Crow-Jenkins, Tom Boudreau, Andrea Richardson, Carissa Decelles
Non-voting members – Kerri Fradette, Daniel Parker, David Doukas                                               
Welcome and introductions: Chairperson, Kate T.
· New member introductions – all new members introduced themselves.
· Tom B.  – retiring and will be missed! Laura Luna has become the new CSDE representative. It will be Melissa T’s last meeting. Tom B. joined us and we wished him well as he moves towards retirement.


Budget Review: Carissa D. – review of budget and there were no changes since the last meeting.  The committees will review their goals and determine a budget.


Client Assistance Program Updates: Tom C. -there have been no new trends that have emerged since the last update.  Continue partnering with PIE, increase in the number of client referrals from BRS counselors. Issues still remain with navigating BRS website.   Looking for easy access to CRP’s that are on contract with BRS.  Linda R. 

Director updates: David D.
· Staffing – staffing pattern remains low and still have vacancies in the bureau.  National concern for VR as funding cuts have been discussed.  CSAVR is lobbying against cuts and what it means in the long run. 
· BRS – Dave has been visiting all of the BRS offices and gathering feedback from staff.  He discussed implications of Order Of Selection if we are not able to meet the needs of consumers, based on staff shortage and budget projections and CRP’s shortage. Looking to have CRP survey from CSNA once contract is executed.  Gave an overview of grants: PIE, Bridge and ODEP.  Helping to improve access to youth in CT. Dave will share transition map once completed. 
SRC Discussion: All
· Retreat follow up – discussed next steps needed based on retreat goals.
· CSNA – waiting for contract execution. Over 10 months for contact approval. 
· Marketing Materials- unable to order anything with the SRC logo.
· SRC Training- trainings will be offered for new members and others who wish to attend as a refresher.  January training will be scheduled. 
· Revert back to 1-3:30 for meeting times and changes days we meet to accommodate those on PIE COP. 

Committee Updates:
· Legislation and Policy 
· Membership 
· Program Review

Public Comment: All


Next Meeting:  December 18, 2024 – SRC Annual Report Review 9:30 -10a.m. (No minutes as it is a working meeting reviewing report)


         



 

            Bureau of Rehabilitation Services	
State Rehabilitation Council
Meeting Dates 2024
The State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) to the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (BRS) will meet on the following dates in 2024 via TEAMS: 


· January 17, 2024 –virtual 
· March 20, 2024
· May 15, 2024
· June 12, 2024
· September 25, 2024 – in person
· November 20, 2024
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