STATE OF CONNECTICUT
OFFICE OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT

Intergovernmental Policy and Planning Division

July 13, 2022

To:  Governor Ned Lamont
OPM Secretary Jeffrey Beckham
OPM Deputy Secretary Paul Potamianos
Paul Mounds, Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor
Max Reiss, Communications Director, Office of the Governor
Chris Collibee, OPM Communications Director

From: Undersecretary Martin Heft

RE: CT Water Planning Council Interagency Drought Work Group
STATEWIDE DECLARATION - STAGE 2 - INCIPIENT DROUGHT

The Connecticut Water Planning Council’s Interagency Drought Work (IDW) Group
met today, July 13, 2022, to review the existing conditions under the Connecticut
Drought Preparedness and Response Plan. We wanted to advise you of current
conditions and potential for upcoming actions.

We notified you on June 2, 2022 that the counties of New London and Windham
were designated as Stage 1 - Below Normal Conditions. The IDW voted to
recommend that all counties be designated as Stage 2 - Incipient Drought.

Stage 2 represents an emerging drought event, potentially impacting water supplies,
agriculture, or natural ecosystems. Impacts from a Stage 2 drought are typically
limited or isolated in nature and are likely to be felt first in the most water-
constrained settings. At Stage 2, government officials and public water suppliers in
affected areas should be engaged and preparing to undertake mitigation activities
should they become necessary. Data collection and reporting activities are increased,
where appropriate, and communication and coordination becomes a priority. Stage
2 is the first publicly announced stage of drought.

Attached is a draft press release outlining the Stage 2 declaration. Previously these
have been sent out by the Office of Policy and Management after concurrence from
the Governor’s office. Please let me know your preference.
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For your reference, the Stage 2 Incipient Drought Defining Criteria and
Recommended Mitigation Actions excerpt is included.

The IDW will continue to monitor these conditions on a regular basis and provide
recommended actions.

The following criteria is routinely monitored by the IDW for the purposes of
analyzing conditions leading up to and during a drought and used to recommend
appropriate mitigation actions:

* Cumulative precipitation

* Groundwater levels

* Streamflow

* Drinking water reservoir levels

* Palmer Drought Severity Index

* Crop Moisture Index

* Vegetation Drought Response Index (only available during growing season)

* Fire danger

* U.S. Drought Monitor
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Stoge 2: Incipient Drought

Dafining Critaria:

A decision to issuwe a Stage 2 declaration regarding incipient drought is guided by the following drought
criteria thresholds, as well as any other andllary data:

Precipitation Two-manth tatal below 65% of average
Groundwater Twe aut of three months below the 255 parcentile
Siresomflaw Tweo ouf of three months below the 255 percentile
Reservairs Average levels less than B0% of normal

Palmer Draught
Severity Index

-2.0 1 2.9

Crop Maoisfure Index

-1.0 #o —-1.99, abnormally dry

VegDRI [seasonal)

Fre-drought conditfions

Fire Danger

Moderate

L5, Drrought Monitar

Intensity level D1 -D2

This stage was formerly called: Drought Advisory

Stage 2 Recommended Mitigation Actions

'.hll:n manicipad waber coordinators and wader suppliers of conditions.

jCoordinate with mainicipal water coondinators, local heahth deectors, and water suppliers 1o promobe water
Conservatian, monetor iacal  Suatons, 3nd repon protéems.

Stote Agencies jOffer technical asskstance to water utiities experiencing problems to asskt with system management and
Coordinoted promption of waber comeervation  with spedfic messunes tabored to each water utility. Assist waber wiiliies n
Hhrowgh Hhe [OW Eirengithsening supply-side and demand-side consenation  measures.
purvey local Water Coondinators and assess municipal drought preparedness.
b Advise municipalities to review appropriate ordinances to enabie the enforcement of waber consereation
e B thee fubure and o coordinabe with water wiilities, when pertinent.
C Ination & e Asrvine wa besr witl iEles o Srgpkesment thedr cooerdinatson plans with thelr runicipalities.
Management [ ater coordinabor and water suppliers should restew communications protoon and coordinate on any public
Jannouncements (this  cowld invokve it ple comemun tkess).
" Meiec alert key town afficials (police & fire chiefs, health director, chief execwstive officer, emergency management
Local uf: direcior, public works, parks & recreation, supssrintendent of schools) about conditicrs.
ot fy man icipal public works depariments and fire responsders to conskder sumpending all unneCESSary EERTOses
Ehat require fire hpdanes  fo b opsened.
jComimaun icarbe: with IDFH and manicipal warber coondinators about kol conditions, concenns, and amy changes 1o thig
Weater Suppiievs  [Fabus of waiker suppby.
jConsider poshponing discreticnaeny wa ber consuming madndenanoe, repair work, and shutdowns.
Prowide informatian to weather forecasters and other media to encourage public interest stories and faditate
State Agencies ssemination of drought  informmation to the public.
coordinated lCumpln Infosmation on water corsevation Hips to homeosmeers, 2., “Waber Effkciency Measwres far Reskdents,”
through the laned “Water Efficiency  Measures for Landscaping,” in preparation fior distribubion tharougghi the Inbernet, puliic
oW jesnvice announcoements, and other timely madings  should the drought worsen.
JPublic Dutreach & ncrease awarenesss of the state’s drought Information websibe.
Education
[Whark with stabe agencies to prepane informration om waber consersation tips for fubune dissemination to water
Munichpalities / husers thaough the Intemet, newspapers, public service announcements, and ather timely mailings.
S lsue guidance dooument for private well users who masy requine assistance with well repais or enbancement
Officials make this awailable via  the Internet.

Weater Suppliers Fnﬂﬂﬂm’ Exuing wolsriary conservation appeaks to all oustomers.
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IHr:spnrd o oustomer compdainks and problems related to drought cond bions.

|Cata codlectioan,
miondoring, &
prepancdness

ntinue to maonitor the primany indicators of drought, increasing the frequency s needed. Include
ualitative data. Prepare new  assEssment reparts. as conditions change.

li‘e‘ﬂl!i.' acthwities of neighboring stakes through websiktes, and in cocedina tian with Mational Weather Service and

wrvey ol health deparbments, well dridlers, and the Depariment of Consumer Probection conoeming well criling
vty nelated o dry conoiEions.

Store Agencies "LID’!'II]['H'EI]EE[ fior activities nesa bewd o chry Coneditions.
Coaroin oted
thwough the IDW Ii.‘cﬂni.'and impkement, a5 neseded, the plan for managing potential forest fire hazards and threats.
W waber supply syshems that have historically had adeguacy problems, “target systems,” and provics
echinical assistanoe as necded.

h:t"ﬂl:n' TESErvoir shorage reports of the systems that use surface water supplies and consider more frequent
reservolr level reporting for seleded systems.
e erify database accuracy of approwved water haulers, aporoved botthed waber pureyors, |icensed well drillers, and
anioad Msts to the state  drought Manage e wiehsite.

Municipalties ater coordinabor should revies any local sources of data on wells, dry hydrants, fire conditions, eic.,

Local Offchals ned comrainicate to the  appropriate staie agendcies.
I‘.!D"nur local water supples and collect daka more frequently as needed
heg_n preparing for the possibility of bringing altemative/secandany supoly systemis online.

Weorer Suppliers

MeEStigabe any dessation from normal we registened on Droduction meters.

F-:ﬂl:-v wiTher supply emiergency contingency plan Eriggers and mitigation activities; update f mescessary.
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