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Intergovernmental Policy and Planning Division 
 

 
 
July 13, 2022 
 
To:  Governor Ned Lamont  

OPM Secretary Jeffrey Beckham   
OPM Deputy Secretary Paul Potamianos 
Paul Mounds, Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor  
Max Reiss, Communications Director, Office of the Governor  
Chris Collibee, OPM Communications Director 

 
From:  Undersecretary Martin Heft  
 
RE:  CT Water Planning Council Interagency Drought Work Group  

STATEWIDE DECLARATION - STAGE 2 -  INCIPIENT DROUGHT  
 
 
The Connecticut Water Planning Council’s Interagency Drought Work (IDW) Group  
met today, July 13, 2022, to review the existing conditions under the Connecticut 
Drought Preparedness and Response Plan. We wanted to advise you of current 
conditions and potential for upcoming actions.  
 
We notified you  on June 2, 2022 that the counties of New London and Windham 
were designated as Stage 1 – Below Normal Conditions.  The IDW voted to 
recommend that all counties be designated as Stage 2 - Incipient Drought.   
 
Stage 2  represents an emerging drought event, potentially impacting water supplies,  
agriculture, or natural ecosystems. Impacts from a Stage 2 drought are typically 
limited or isolated in nature and are likely to be felt first in the most water-
constrained settings. At Stage 2, government officials and public water suppliers in 
affected areas should be engaged and preparing to undertake mitigation activities 
should they become necessary. Data collection and reporting activities are increased, 
where appropriate, and communication and coordination becomes a priority. Stage 
2 is the first publicly announced stage of drought. 
 
Attached is a draft press release outlining the Stage 2 declaration. Previously these 
have been sent out by the Office of Policy and Management after concurrence from 
the Governor’s office.   Please let me know your preference.   
 

http://ct.gov/opm
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Water/Drought/2022/Governor_Advisory_Stage_1_2022-06-02.pdf
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For your reference, the Stage 2 Incipient Drought Defining Criteria and 
Recommended Mitigation Actions excerpt is included. 
 
The IDW will continue to monitor these conditions on a regular basis and provide  
recommended actions.  
 
The following criteria is routinely monitored by the IDW for the purposes of  
analyzing conditions leading up to and during a drought and used to recommend  
appropriate mitigation actions: 

• Cumulative precipitation 
• Groundwater levels 
• Streamflow 
• Drinking water reservoir levels 
• Palmer Drought Severity Index 
• Crop Moisture Index 
• Vegetation Drought Response Index (only available during growing season) 
• Fire danger 
• U.S. Drought Monitor 
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