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DOES THIS SOUND FAMILIAR?

April 17, 2023Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

1. How can we better 
communicate with local 

officials/planners/responders 
about EPCRA facilities’ chemical 

inventories?

• Common SERC issues:  

• Dynamic staffing at local levels

• Demographics accelerating 
turnover

• Limited SERC/EPCRA staff

2. How can SERCs meet rising 
expectations around access to 

information about releases [spills]?

• Public officials want to stay ahead 
of the news

• People want to know 
immediately what is happening in 
their community

3. How do we prepare EPCRA 
facilities for increased frequency 

and intensity of flooding?

• Precipitation is more intense

• Flooding is more frequent



EPCRA SOLUTIONS WORKING 
IN CONNECTICUT
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1. Simplifying local 
access to online 

EPCRA Tier II Chemical 
Inventory reports

2. Spill Notification 
and Reporting System

3. Visualization of 
flood maps and 
EPCRA facilities; 

training, resources



Connecticut: 

o Small state (smaller than the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex 
geographic area, and half the population)

o 169 towns, with tradition of localized control

oNo county government

o107 towns have own LEPCs 

o62 towns in regional LEPCs

oHundreds of fire departments

FIRST, SOME CONTEXT: QUICK RECAP OF CONNECTICUT’S SERC
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✓US DOT HMEP Grant—works well!
✓Clear nexus to SERC obligations

✓Simple to manage

✓Annual Interagency Full-Scale Exercise
✓Moves between different regions across the state

✓Test Geographic Response Strategies 

✓Connect with nearby states

WHAT HAS WORKED, WHAT WE WILL CONTINUE
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Cross-state (RI) exercise, September 2021

Naugatuck River Geographic Response Plan/Strategies Exercise, August 2021

Cross-state (MA) exercise, September 2022



EXAMPLES OF GEOGRAPHIC RESPONSE STRATEGIES 
FROM US EPA AND US COAST GUARD

6

Geographic Response Strategies-identification of recently completed 
strategies

Strategies also in development for the Connecticut River

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Emergency-Response-and-Spill-Prevention/Geographic-Response-Plans
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Emergency-Response-and-Spill-Prevention/Geographic-Response-Plans
https://www.inlandgrpne.com/connecticut-river-ct


INCREASE ACCESS FOR LOCAL PLANNERS/RESPONDERS

Note:  CAMEO is important!  This system is not to replace CAMEO, this is to supplement it to 
address the unique challenge for our State to know that local officials have direct access to Tier II 
information, given our reliance on many small LEPCs.  
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INCREASE ACCESS TO SPILL INFORMATION FOR RESPONSE PARTNERS
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https://connec
ticut.hazconne
ct.com/Accou
nt/Login.aspx

https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/Account/Login.aspx
https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/Account/Login.aspx
https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/Account/Login.aspx
https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/Account/Login.aspx


INCREASE PUBLIC ACCESS TO SPILL REPORTS

Public access 
to completed 
field reports

https://conne
cticut.hazcon
nect.com/listi
ncidentpublic
.aspx
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https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/listincidentpublic.aspx
https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/listincidentpublic.aspx
https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/listincidentpublic.aspx
https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/listincidentpublic.aspx
https://connecticut.hazconnect.com/listincidentpublic.aspx


INFORMATION AND TRAINING RESOURCES TO ADDRESS INCREASED 
FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY OF FLOODING 
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From National Climate Assessment and CIRCA website

Increase in Extreme Precipitation Events 
(% change in last 50 years) 

Training developed with assistance from a US EPA 
Pollution Prevention Grant
Link to Online Training

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nwfZ23gulQ&feature=youtu.be
https://clear.uconn.edu/training/ct-deep-training-certificate-courses/deep-polprev/


CT DEEP WEBPAGE 
CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/P2/Chemical-Management-and-Climate-
Resilience/Chemical-Management-and-Climate-Resilience



1. Locate your facility on the map by entering an address or zooming in on the map,  2. Determine which (if any) 
flood zones intersect your property, 3. Consider how events such as heavy precipitation, hurricane surges or sea level 
rise, may affect the facility, and 4.  Implement best management practices to prevent damage or contamination from 
toxic on-site materials.

CT TOXICS USERS & CLIMATE RISK MAP VIEWER
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DEEP’S OUTREACH MATERIALS FOR BUSINESSES: MANAGING 
CHEMICALS CAN HELP  YOUR BUSINESS WEATHER THE STORM
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/p2/Resilient_businesses/BusinessEPCRARCRAFinalwebpdf.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/p2/Resilient_businesses/retailersserviceprovidersFinalwebpdf.pdf


SAMPLE THE TRAINING

5/19/2023Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

Let’s Look at a Few Highlights (approximately 5 minutes of highlights):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nwfZ23gulQ&feature=youtu.be

Intro:  00 – 1:16

Who, Liability & 4 Steps:  5:25 – 7:24

Toxic Users Map: 7:43 – 9:00

Marina video clip: 17:01 – 17:24

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nwfZ23gulQ&feature=youtu.be


Thank you!

Diane W. Duva, Director, Emergency Response Planning Office
CT State Emergency Response Commission

April 17, 2023Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
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Diane.Duva@ct.gov
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