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Who are we?
★ Oliver Ellsworth School is a pre-kindergarten through 

second grade school in Windsor, Connecticut, the state’s 
first settled town. 

★ Oliver Ellsworth School is rated in the top five percent of 
most diverse schools in Connecticut. 

Oliver Ellsworth School



Diversity, equity, and family and community 
partnerships are the cornerstones of our success. 
We at Oliver Ellsworth are a family, devoted to 
“cultivating the genius of every child.” 
We are here to ensure that every student has the 
knowledge, independence, and self-confidence to 
succeed as a happy and productive member of 
society. 
We are so proud to share the multitude of 
perspectives our families’ stories present. 
If students at such a young age can publish a book, 
we know they can grow to be whatever they want to 
be.

Inception of the Project



An initiative focused on elevating student voice and
provides a space to love and appreciate one another.
★ Increase the sense of belonging of students

○ Positive identity
○ Bringing family together

★ Increase empathy by exploring similarities and 
differences

★ Builds understanding and increases accommodations

What is the I AM ME Project?



Book Introduction
We want change! We know that each student comes to us with a story and a 
voice; as educators, we strive to amplify those voices in safe and dynamic 
spaces. The I AM ME Project gives public schools back to the public, through the 
medium of family. How do we enhance school climate through the 
representation of those who have gone silent? 

Use this book to supplement curriculum, increase engagement, and encourage 
dual-capacity thinking. Avoid the pitfall of the one-size-fits-all narrative. Give 
students the space to express their unique truths, values, and possibilities.

How do we move from institutions of oppression to empowerment? This book 
closes disparities between a student's actual experience and interpretation of 
their experience. How do you plan on enhancing school climate through the 
representation of those who have gone silent? We offer you one town's collection 
of stories.





Parent Writing 
Workshops

We invited families to attend writing 
workshops with their child. 



Writing Workshops
Oliver Ellsworth teachers volunteered to run writing 
workshops with families. 
Teachers attended a professional development session 
prior to the workshop to learn how to walk families 
through the writing process. 

The Writing 
Process: 

A Walkthrough for 
Families

https://drive.google.com/file/d/194fxb7gvh29mgcNsYa2__o0qxTMhPawe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vaq1Z1IlwnOdoFWya1xuhL1ukNP-ZXW6/view?usp=sharing


Writing Workshop
Your stories have value!





Submitting Our Stories
Helping families and students 
submit their stories for 
publication. 





Courageous people dedicated to a 
meaningful project.

Challenges and Limitations

● Money 
● Time
● People Supportive administration and 

stakeholders.

Trusting relationships between 
school and families.



Oliver Ellsworth School published a book called, I 
Am Me. This book is available for purchase on 
Amazon. Proceeds should go back to our school. 

Our Students are PUBLISHED AUTHORS!

Thank You:
Office of Family and Community Partnership

Thank you for helping us make our dream 
come true! 





Oliver Ellsworth
STUDENTS and 
FAMILIES

★ Celebrations and 
story reading



Let’s hear 
some stories!

VIDEO LINK

https://www.wevideo.com/view/2723510178
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2723510178


Contact Us

We are here to help! 

i.am.me.project.team@gmail.com

Taran Gruber - Principal of Oliver Ellsworth School
Marcia Ferreira - Literacy Coach at Oliver Ellsworth School
Stephen Higgins - former Vice Principal of Oliver Ellsworth School, 
current Director of Equity and Inclusion for South Windsor Public 
Schools


