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Learning Targets for Today 
1. Determine how to intentionally plan for 

engagement opportunities 
2. Engage in this professional 

development 
3. Share ideas with colleagues 
4. Explore available resources for your 

own professional learning and 
practices 
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WHAT 

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED523600


 

   

WHAT 
Student engagement occurs when students are 

invested behaviorally, cognitively and 
emotionally in their learning. 
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WHY 
Disengaged students are more likely to: 

• skip classes 
• engage in challenging anti-social 

behaviors 
• more at risk of dropping out of school 
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Why Student 
Engagement is Important 
in a Post-COVID World – 
and 5 Strategies to 
Improve It 
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https://www.learningsciences.com/blog/why-is-student-engagement-important/
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Effective Engagement 
Leads to 

Student Success 
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CSDE K-12 Universal 
Curricula Design 

Principles 

Engagement 
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Engagement 

1. State at the beginning of the lesson 
2. Restate throughout the lesson (revisit periodically) 
3. Ensure the students understand and own the 

lesson objective 
4. Create a success criteria that is measurable, so 

students know they have successfully achieved the 
goal 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6NcjsrPqC8


   

 

 

 

Engagement 

Teacher: What are you learning? 
Student: We’re learning about 
slime. 
Teacher: How do you know if you 
are successful? 
Student: We don’t want the slime 
to stick to us. 
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Engagement 
Teacher: What are you learning? 
Student: We’re learning about solids, 
liquids, and gases. 
Teacher: How do you know if you are 
successful? 
Student: We can define and relate 
each phase. Right now we’re learning 
about solids, liquids, and gases by 
creating slime. 
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https://bau.edu/blog/auditory-learner/
https://bau.edu/blog/visual-learner/#:~:text=%20Characteristics%20of%20Visual%20Learners%20%201%20Great,if%20you%20are%20looking%20to%20store...%20More%20
https://bau.edu/blog/kinesthetic-learner/


   

 

Engagement 
Strategies to Develop Relationships with Students 
• One on one conferring 
• Observations (informal) 
• Surveys or Inventories of interests 
• Parent Conversations 
• Writing Prompts/Responses or Personal Journals 
• Have lunch together 
• Community Building Activities 
• Outside of School (if possible) 
• Love/ Community Walls 
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https://mrnussbaum.com/
https://www.poptropica.com/
https://www.funbrain.com/
https://www.arcademics.com/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/
https://www.momjunction.com/articles/class-room-activities-for-kids_00388489/
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https://www.momjunction.com/articles/class-room-activities-for-kids_00388489/
https://mrnussbaum.com/
https://www.poptropica.com/
https://www.funbrain.com/
https://www.arcademics.com/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/
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https://www.pblworks.org/what-is-pbl
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https://study.com/teach/inquiry-based-learning.html
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https://www.edutopia.org/blog/enliven-class-discussion-with-gallery-walks-rebecca-alber
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https://www.timetoast.com/
https://www.timetoast.com/
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 Check out the PD Playlist for 
Teachers 

Available on the: CT Learning Hub 

Go to Teacher’s Learning Hub 

Select PD On-Demand Playlist 

Select Student Engagement Series 
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mailto:https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Academic-Office/CT-Learning-Hub
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/turnaround/Turnaround-office/professional-learning
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https://www.edutopia.org/blog/22-powerful-closure-activities-todd-finley 

Here's How Online Games Like Prodigy Are Revolutionizing Education (reference.com) 
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https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/6-types-assessment-learning/
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https://www.reference.com/world-view/online-games-prodigy-education


   

Engagement Ideas 
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Thank you! 

Greg Dresko- Turnaround Consultant 

greg.dresko@ct.gov 

Iris White- Turnaround Consultant 

iris.white@ct.gov 
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