
BUILDING COMMUNITY: 
FULL, EQUAL & EQUITABLE TEACHER-
FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS FOR LEARNING
The Essential Foundation for High-Impact Family Engagement: 
Relational Trust & Two-Way Communication 

Read Read one or more articles

• Effective Family Engagement Starts with Trust – K. Mapp, Harvard Ed News
• Cultivating Highly Successful Parent Teacher Communication - D. Meador, ThoughtCo
• Trust in Schools: A Core Resource for School Reform - A. Bryk & B. Schneider, Educational

Leadership
• How Teachers and Parents Can Be Better Allies - W. Lopez-Aflitto, Digital Promise
• Building Better Relationships With Parents at the Classroom, School, and District Level – H.

Wolpert-Gawron, Edutopia

Watch Watch one or more videos

• [00:10:55] A Short Guide to Practicing Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Family Engagement
during Remote Learning - NYU Center for Research on Equity and the Transformation of Schools

• [01:01:40] Building Powerful Partnerships with Families: Family Engagement Phone Calls - K. Mapp,
Scholastic

• [00:11:01] Building Relationships between Parents and Teachers - TEDx Talks
• [00:09:20] Teacher and Parent Relationships – A Crucial Ingredient. - TEDx Talks

Apply Activities to implement

• School Communication Reflection Activity - North Dakota Statewide Family Engagement Center
• Watch How To Simplify Your Communication to Improve Family Engagement [00:58:38] and analyze

samples of your communication with families.
• From Vision to Practice: Use the Low- to High-Impact Practice Charts in the CT Framework for Family

Engagement to rethink a family engagement activity you are currently using (charts available for
early childhood, elementary, middle and high school, after school programs and chronic absence).

Reflect Reflect on the following questions

• What are your strengths? What are you already doing that supports relationship building?
• What did you learn?  What are opportunities to strengthen your practice?
• How will you transfer your new learning to your practice?

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/20/04/effective-family-engagement-starts-trust
thoughtco.com/tips-for-highly-successful-parent-teacher-communication-3194676
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar03/vol60/num06/Trust-in-Schools@-A-Core-Resource-for-School-Reform.aspx
https://digitalpromise.org/2020/10/14/how-teachers-and-parents-can-be-better-allies/#:~:text=The%20series%20centers%20on%20the,%2C%20and%20overall%20well%2Dbeing.
https://www.edutopia.org/article/building-better-relationships-parents-classroom-school-and-district-level?utm_content=linkpos5&utm_campaign=weekly-2020-11-25-B&utm_source=edu-newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/short-guide-practicing-culturally-responsive-and-sustaining-family-engagement-during
https://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/default_default/index.html?videoId=6155038934001&eml=scb/e/20200507/&linkId=88212096
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=kin2OdchKMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=kin2OdchKMQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16qa9XS2uUe5xRJbW2QYVnd6ClpL7dqd8/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQpYHxtRqg0&feature=emb_logo
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Publications/Full-Equal-and-Equitable-Partnerships-with-Families/Chart-1

