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Expect Students to Achieve Grade-Level 
Standards

• Understand the principles and applications of UDL. 

• Practice the mindset of strengths-based planning.

• Incorporate accessibility supports to provide equitable access and empower 
students with choices that allow them to access instruction and assessment 
content with the greatest amount of confidence and independence. 

• Remember that different assessments measure specific content and vary in the 
construct of knowledge, skills, and abilities –therefore some accessibility features 
and accommodations vary.

• Collaborate across classroom teachers, EL/ML teachers, and educator teams to 
promote effective, inclusive, and equitable instruction.



Who qualifies for reader supports and 
accommodations and how are they determined?



Classifying Accessibility Supports

Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and Accommodations can be 
classified into two categories:

1. Embedded: Tools available through the online computer platform
2. Non-Embedded: Tools provided to the student by the school/test 
administrator



Accessibility Supports Versus Modifications

Accessibility Supports Modifications

Meets students’ individual needs Changes the underlying construct of a 
lesson or instructional materials

Reduces access barriers Requires a student to learn less 
material/fewer learning objectives

Enables student work to be a valid 
measure of what they know and can do

Uses materials or instruction that is not 
aligned to grade-level content/standards

Does not reduce or change learning 
expectations or standards

Reduces/simplifies assessments (e.g., 
completing only the easiest questions) 



How are accessibility supports determined?

Based on a preponderance of evidence, 
educational teams should establish
• The learning or access strengths
• The learning or access barriers
• The points of access needed by the student
• Supplemental aids and services needed 

throughout the academic and non-academic 
school day

• Accommodations needed for the student with 
an IEP or Section 504 Plan to access district 
and statewide assessments



Quick Reminders!

• Educator Teams (including IEP and 504 Teams) and those planning designated supports for 
students without formal plans, including Els/MLs, should understand the purpose and 
functionality for each accessibility support in the context of online testing in conjunction with the 
students’ specific barriers and individualized learning profile before making a determination.

• Accessibility supports are not a one size fits all.

• “More” [accessibility supports] are not equated to a better test experience.
• Selecting conflicting supports may lead to confusion during the test set-up and student test 

experience and may lead to test irregularities. The Common conflicting accommodations 
include:

• Embedded Text-to-Speech and Non-Embedded Read Aloud
• Embedded Speech-to-Text and Scribe
• Embedded Color Contrast and Non-Embedded Color Contrast or Color Overlay
• Print Size and Large Print (Note: Large Print= Large Print Test Booklet



When identifying student need, teams should use a 
systematic and continuous process that considers 

barriers such as:

• Executive Functioning (attention, cognition 
control, processing)

• Persistent Calculation Disability; Dyscalculia
• Reading Disability; Print Disability; Struggling 

Reader
• Language Disability
• Language Acquisition
• Significant Motor Difficulties; Recent Injury
• Visual Impairments; Blindness
• Hard of Hearing; Deafness



To determine appropriate reader supports, 
review the following:

• Does the student have a documented print or visual disability? 
• In the case of significant visual impairments, does the student have adequate 

braille skills?
• Does the student have an identified reading-based disability that affects 

decoding, fluency, or comprehension skills?
• Is there evidence of the persistence of the disability despite intensive, targeted 

instruction in the Science of Reading? (Note: Documentation of interventions 
data on each intervention is required.)

• Are interventions used to improve decoding, fluency, or comprehension skills?
• Does the student use assistive technology software, audio books, Bookshare, 

Accessible Educational Materials, or a read-aloud accommodation (human 
reader) during instruction?

https://www.bookshare.org/cms
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/NIMAS/Flow_Chart_Determining_the_Need_for_AEM_and_Acquiring_AEM_from_the_Appropriate_Sources.pdf


Using Accessibility Supports During 
Instruction and Assessments

• Provide opportunities for students to practice with accessibility 
features during instruction (e.g., Google Read/Write, Bookshare, 
accessible educational materials (AEM).

• Prior to summative testing, provide opportunities for students to 
practice with accessibility features using grade and subject specific 
Practice Tests or Smarter Balanced/NGSS Interim Assessments.

https://ctpt.cambiumtds.com/student/?a=Student


Accessibility Tools to Support Struggling Readers 
and Students with Related Reading, Print, and 

Visual Disabilities
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Accessibility Chart for Smarter Balanced and 
NGSS Assessments



Universal Tools to Support Struggling Readers and 
Students with Print/Visual Disabilities

• Embedded Universal Tools include:
o Digital Notepad

o English Glossary
o Expandable Passages
o Highlighter
o Line Reader
o Mark for Review
o Strikethrough
o Writing Tools

• Non-Embedded Universal Tools include:
o Breaks
o Scratch Paper
o White Board with Marker



Designated Supports for Struggling Readers 
and Students with Print/Visual Disabilities

• Embedded Designated Supports Include: 
o Color Contrast
o Illustration Glossary (Math)
o Masking
o Streamline
o Text-to-Speech (TTS) (items, NOT ELA Reading Passages)
o Text-to-Speech Spanish (Math, Science) (Note: TTS and Spanish 

toggle must be activated in TIDE.)
o Spanish Presentation (Math, Science)
o Translation Glossary  (Math)

• Non-Embedded Designated Supports Include:
o Printed Test Directions (Student Version from the Test 

Administration Manual)
o Read Aloud for Math and ELA (Items, NOT ELA Reading 

Passages)
o Read Aloud for Science
o Read Aloud of Math and Science Items in Spanish (Note: 

Spanish toggle must be activated in TIDE)
o Separate Setting
o Simplified Test Directions (Math, ELA)

https://portal.smarterbalanced.org/library/en/illustration-glossary.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/translation-glossary-embedded-designated-support
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/test-administration-manual-printed-test-directions-in-english-student-version
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-assessments-read-aloud-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/next-generation-science-standards-ngss-assessment-guidelines-for-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/guidelines-for-simplified-test-directions-in-the-test-administration-manual


Embedded Illustration Translation Glossary 
for Math

• The Translation Glossary (including 
Illustration) is a language support 
provided for selected construct 
irrelevant math terms. Depending 
on the student’s need, the 
translation can be set to include the 
student’s native language (if 
available), English, and Illustration.

• Students who are deaf/hard of 
hearing and use sign systems other 
than American Sign Language may 
benefit from Illustration Glossary.

• When activated in TIDE, a dotted 
line above or below a word or 
phrase indicates an available 
translation or illustration.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/translation-glossary-embedded-designated-support


Embedded Text-to-Speech of ELA Items and 
Math/Science Stimuli and Items

• Text-to-speech (TTS) is an embedded designated support is intended for:
o Struggling readers
o Students with related reading disabilities or print or visual disabilities
o English learners/multilingual learners

• Allows text to be read aloud to the student via embedded (TTS) technology. 
• The student controls the speed, as well as raise or lower the volume of the voice 

via a volume control. 

• Student must wear a headset unless testing in an individual test setting.



Embedded Text-to-Speech Options for ELA 
Math, and Science

• Text-to-speech (TTS) in English is 
available for ELA items (not reading 
passages) and math/science stimuli 
and items by selecting the speaker 
icon.

•  TTS reads questions, responses, 
and certain places in the 
stimuli/item by placing the mouse 
in front of the text and right-
clicking. Choose “Start Speaking 
from Here.” 

• Verify that TTS is documented for 
applicable content areas in TIDE.



Embedded Text-to-Speech in Spanish for 
Math and Science

• TTS is available in Spanish for the 
math and science stimuli and items 
by selecting the speaker icon. 

• TTS reads questions, responses, and 
certain places in the stimuli/item by 
placing the mouse in front of the text 
and right-clicking. Choose “Start 
Speaking from Here.”

• Work with your technology 
department to download the 
applicable Spanish voice pack to the 
student's testing device.

• Verify that TTS of stimuli & items and 
Spanish toggle is documented for 
math and science in TIDE.

• Student should be fluent and literate 
in Spanish if selecting this support. 



Non-Embedded Read Aloud of 
Items (NOT ELA Reading Passages)

• This designated support is intended for struggling readers, those with reading 
disabilities, or ELs/MLs who are unable to use the embedded TTS technology due 
to specific barriers.

• If providing the non-embedded read aloud of items, teachers must review the 
following guidelines as applicable:
 Read Aloud (English) ELA Items, Math and Science Stimuli and Items -Review 

Read Aloud Guidelines; NGSS Read Aloud Guidelines
 Read Aloud in Spanish (Math, Science) -Review Guidelines for Spanish Read 

Aloud of Stimuli and Items
• Student must test in an individual test setting.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-assessments-read-aloud-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/next-generation-science-standards-ngss-assessment-guidelines-for-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items


Non-Embedded Read Aloud Options for ELA 
(NOT Reading Passages), Math, and Science

• A read aloud in English is available for ELA items (not 
reading passages) and math/science stimuli and items.
o The reader must review the Smarter Balanced 

Read Aloud Guidelines, and complete the  
Security/Confidentiality Agreement (Appendixes B 
and C).

• A read aloud is available in Spanish for the math and 
science stimuli and items if the school can provide a 
certified teacher who is fluent in Spanish and is trained 
in test administration.
o The reader must review the Smarter Balanced 

Mathematics and Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) Assessments: Guidelines for 
Spanish Read Aloud of Stimuli and Items.

o Spanish Toggle must be activated in TIDE. The 
teacher will read the Spanish presentation from 
the student’s test screen.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-assessments-read-aloud-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-assessments-read-aloud-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items


Accommodations for Students with Visual/Print, 
Disabilities
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Accommodations to Support Students with 
Print/Visual Disabilities

Embedded Accommodations:
o Text-to-Speech (ELA Reading Passages)
o Word Prediction (for open-ended items) 
o  Speech-to-Text (for Math/ELA open-ended 

items)

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/decision-guidelines-for-text-to-speech-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages


Student Eligibility for Text-to-Speech for ELA 
Reading Passages

For the purpose of measuring College and Career Readiness Anchor 
Standards for Reading measured by the Smarter Balanced ELA 
Summative Assessments:

• PPTs/Section 504 Teams should complete the Decision Guidelines 
for Text-to-Speech of the ELA Passages as a screener for eligibility 
determination. 

• Responses must show a preponderance of evidence based on 
their student’s vision/print disability that confirms that text-to-
speech is used throughout the student’s daily instruction to access 
instructional materials. Text-to-speech should not be considered for 
use only on statewide testing.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/decision-guidelines-for-text-to-speech-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!it16AGMtF2c6joN4sePmG-f8oQZXqJz0tYzztgYhjfOOA3kF7_5OUo9cJSgheeYQPKPgh9iF6CSn0dy5vv1q9KmnXMlgm5iniw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/accessibility-and-special-populations/decision-guidelines-for-text-to-speech-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages__;!!EAPaXxOOW7smCwU!it16AGMtF2c6joN4sePmG-f8oQZXqJz0tYzztgYhjfOOA3kF7_5OUo9cJSgheeYQPKPgh9iF6CSn0dy5vv1q9KmnXMlgm5iniw$


Student Eligibility for Text-to-Speech for ELA 
Reading Passages - Continued

• Students that qualify for this accommodation are those who in spite of 
intensive and extensive instruction/intervention in the science of reading 
or in braille acquisition, are unable to access print materials without the 
provision of more extensive accommodations (e.g., audio books, screen 
readers/text-to-speech, Book Share, or other types of alternate 
educational materials).

• This accommodation is intended for students with evidence of a 
specific word reading disability that impacts their ability to 
decode/encode words and phonological processing. However, attributes 
of a specific word disability or dyslexia should be evidenced in the 
student’s current evaluation results and programming. 



Decision Guidelines for Text-to-Speech of the 
Smarter Balanced ELA Reading Passages

• When TTS of the ELA Reading Passages are being 
considered, PPTs/Section 504 Teams should complete 
the Decision Guidelines for Text-to-Speech of the 
Smarter Balanced ELA Reading Passages during the 
annual convening to establish the extent of need 
based on the student’s access barriers due to a print 
or visual disability.

• This accommodations is intended for students
o with a documented print disability,
o with significant visual disabilities, or for those 
o who are blind with inadequate braille skills.

• Complete and maintain this form locally with the 
student’s record.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/decision-guidelines-for-text-to-speech-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/decision-guidelines-for-text-to-speech-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages


Embedded Text-to-Speech for Smarter 
Balanced ELA Reading Passages

• Text-to-speech (TTS) in English is available for 
ELA Reading Passages by selecting the 
speaker icon. 

• TTS reads the ELA Reading Passages,  
questions, responses, and certain places in 
the stimuli/item. To listen to the reading 
passage, select the “Speak Passage” icon 
shown below.”     

• Verify that TTS for items is documented for 
ELA in TIDE.

• Verify that TTS of stimuli & items is 
documented for math and science in TIDE.

• TTS reads questions, responses, and certain 
places in the stimuli/item by placing the 
mouse​ in front of the text and right-clicking. 
Choose “Start Speaking from Here.”



Special Documented Accommodations for 
Students with Visual/Print Disabilities
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Special Documented Accommodations for Students 
with Visual/Print Disabilities: Read Aloud

Non-Embedded Special Documented Accommodations include:
• Read Aloud (ELA Reading Passages)

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-assessments-read-aloud-guidelines


Determining Eligibility for a Read Aloud Special 
Documented Accommodation

• PPTs/Section 504 Teams should 
provide documentation of need in 
present levels of performance, 
reading/communication goals and 
objectives, and in supplementary aids 
and services/program 
accommodations sections.

• Psychological assessments and/or 
academic performance assessments 
referenced showing processing disabilities 
related to visual, print, or reading 
disabilities and understanding/use of 
language. Skills related to listening, 
thinking, speaking, reading, writing, or 
spelling may also be reflected.

• Teams must complete the Documented 
Evidence for a Read Aloud of the Smarter 
Balanced ELA Reading Passages as a 
screener for eligibility and maintain locally 
with the student’s record.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/documented-evidence-for-a-read-aloud-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/documented-evidence-for-a-read-aloud-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/documented-evidence-for-a-read-aloud-of-the-smarter-balanced-ela-reading-passages


Determining Eligibility for a Read Aloud Special 
Documented Accommodation - Continued

• If eligible for a Read Aloud, document in CT-SEDS for associated 
tests and grades covered by the duration of the plan.

• The qualified individual acting as the reader should review the 
Smarter Balanced Assessments Read Aloud Guidelines and sign 
the Test Security/Confidentiality Agreement Form (Appendix B of 
document). The signed security/attestation form should be 
maintained locally.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/content/contentresources/en/Smarter-Balanced-Read-Aloud-Guidelines.pdf


Optional Resources to Use with Students on a 
Practice or Interim Assessment
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Student Training Resources



Student Training Resources - Continued

Teachers can model or share this optional student resource on a 
practice or interim assessment so that students are familiar with the 
tool icons and their functionality (e.g., line reader, zoom).



Student Training Resources – Universal Context 
Tools

The optional Universal Context Tools resource shows students how to 
access online tools such as the digital notepad and expanding 
passages/questions when taking state assessments.



Student Training Resources – TTS for ELA Items 
and Math/Science Stimuli & Items



Student Training Resources – Spanish Toggle and 
TTS in Spanish for Math/Science



Resources
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The Reader Options Table

• Connecticut Smarter Balanced and 
NGSS Assessments Reader Options 
Table

• This resource provides a quick glance 
at reader supports by accessibility 
type and assessment. PPTs and 
Section 504 Teams should review this 
resource to determine if and which 
designated supports and 
accommodations are most 
appropriate for the student.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/connecticut-smarter-balanced-and-ngss-assessments-reader-options-table
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/connecticut-smarter-balanced-and-ngss-assessments-reader-options-table
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/connecticut-smarter-balanced-and-ngss-assessments-reader-options-table


Reader Designated Supports and 
Accommodations for Smarter Balanced and NGSS 

Assessments Brochure

Reader Designated Supports and 
Accommodations for Smarter 
Balanced Mathematics and English 
Language Arts and the Next 
Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS) Assessments

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/reader-designated-supports-and-accommodations-for-sb-and-the-ngss
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/reader-designated-supports-and-accommodations-for-sb-and-the-ngss
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/reader-designated-supports-and-accommodations-for-sb-and-the-ngss
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/reader-designated-supports-and-accommodations-for-sb-and-the-ngss
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/reader-designated-supports-and-accommodations-for-sb-and-the-ngss
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/reader-designated-supports-and-accommodations-for-sb-and-the-ngss


Additional Resources

Key Resources:
• CSDE Assessment Guidelines
• Accessibility Considerations
• Embedded and Non-Embedded Designated Supports for English 

Learners/Multilingual Learners
• The CSDE Learning Series includes the following PowerPoint 

Presentations and are located on the Training tab of the Sensible 
Assessments webpage:
oSpecial Documented Accommodations [PPT] New!
oEnglish Learner Designated Supports and Accommodations [PPT] 

New!

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/csde-assessment-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/reader-designated-supports-and-accommodations-for-sb-and-the-ngss
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/embedded-and-non-embedded-designated-supports-for-english-learners
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/embedded-and-non-embedded-designated-supports-for-english-learners
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/student-assessment/main-assessment/student-assessment/training


CSDE Performance Office Contacts



Thank You for Your Participation!
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