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What are language supports and who qualifies?



Language Supports

• Eligibility is based on student identification as 
EL/ML in the Connecticut Public School 
Information System (PSIS)

• Available for any EL/ML including those dually 
identified under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act and/or Section 504 for whom the 
need has been indicated by a team of educators 
with input from the parent/guardian and student

• Should be used regularly during learning and 
instruction across all content areas

• May require some adult-dependence for support
• Additional test time may be necessary
Embedded and Non-Embedded Designated Supports 
for English Learners/Multilingual Learners

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/embedded-and-non-embedded-designated-supports-for-english-learners
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/embedded-and-non-embedded-designated-supports-for-english-learners


Three-Tier Accessibility Approach



Smarter Balanced/NGSS Accessibility Chart



Optional Form to Plan Language 
Supports for ELs/MLs

• The Designated Supports/Accommodations Form
provides educator teams with a template for 
reviewing and choosing embedded and non-
embedded accessibility features on Smarter 
Balanced and NGSS Assessments by subject area 
(math, ELA, and science). 

• This resource also includes a listing of:
o Accommodations for ELs/MLs dually identified under 

IDEA or Section 504;
o Language supports for ELs/MLs; and
o Other Designated supports available to all students 

based on need and educator team determination 
with parent/student input.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/designated-supports-accommodations-form


How to Document Language Supports for 
ELs/MLs

• If the student has an IEP or Section 504 Plan, 
the team should document applicable 
designated supports and accommodations in 
CT-SEDS. Accommodations from finalized and 
implemented plans will sync to TIDE.

• Designated supports for students without
IEPs/Section504 Plans can be manually 
entered in TIDE or uploaded as a batch file 
(remove records for students with 
documented plans).

• Refer to the Documenting Designated 
Supports and Accommodations in TIDE
brochure for details.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/documenting-designated-supports-and-accommodations-in-tide
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/documenting-designated-supports-and-accommodations-in-tide


Which types of language supports are 
available for Smarter Balanced and NGSS 

Assessments?



Translation Glossary Options for 
Smarter Balanced Math

• An embedded language support provided for 
selected construct irrelevant math terms. Terms 
include, but are not limited to, Arabic, Filipino, 
Korean, Russian, Spanish and Ukrainian.

• Depending on the student’s need, the following 
combinations can be documented in TIDE:
English Glossary only (default)
One second- language glossary
English and Illustration glossary
English and one-second-language glossary
English, one second language, and Illustration 

Glossary
Translation (Glossary) – Embedded Designated 
Support

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/translation-glossary-embedded-designated-support
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/translation-glossary-embedded-designated-support


Translation Glossary for Math - Continued

• A dotted line above or below a word or 
phrase indicates an available translation as 
shown inside the red box to the right.

• When the student hovers the mouse over 
the term, a  pop-up box will appear with 
the translation, audio, and/ or illustration 
of the term.

• The student can select the audio icon              
next to the glossary term and listen to the 
audio recording of the glossary. 

• The student can click the X at the top 
right-hand corner of the pop-up window 
to close the glossary. 



Illustration Translation Glossary for Math

• The embedded Illustration Glossary is designed to help students understand words or 
phrases in test questions when their primary native language is not available 

• This translation option can be configured in TIDE with English and the student’s native 
language if it is an available option.

• A dotted line above or below a word or phrase indicates an available illustration.

• Students who are deaf/hard of hearing and use sign systems other than American Sign 
Language may benefit from this support.



Non-Embedded Translation Glossary for Math 
(Includes Illustration Glossary) for Large Print Test 

Booklets

• Available for eligible students with an IEP or Section 504 Plan taking the 
test using a Large Print Test Booklet.

• Available single translations include: Illustration, Arabic, Burmese, 
Cantonese, English, Filipino (Tagalog & Ilokano), Hmong, Korean, 
Mandarin, Punjabi, Russian, Somali, Vietnamese, Spanish, and Ukrainian.

• Must be documented in CT-SEDS.

• Must be requested to Cambium Help Desk by the District Administrator 
(DA for Testing) when ordering materials in TIDE. (Contact Deirdre 
Ducharme or Katie Seifert at the CSDE for assistance.)

• Classroom materials MAY NOT be used.

mailto:cthelpdesk@cambiumassessment.com
mailto:deirdre.ducharme@ct.gov
mailto:deirdre.ducharme@ct.gov
mailto:Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov


Non-Embedded Language Supports



Simplified Test Directions for Smarter Balanced 
Math and ELA

• A non-embedded language support to simplify the teacher 
script as published by the Smarter Balanced Test 
Administration Manual (e.g., paraphrasing/clarifying script, 
adjusting reader speed).

• May also support students with difficulties in auditory 
processing, short-term memory, attention, or decoding.

• Must test in an individual test setting unless a small group is 
configured based on similar accessibility needs.

• Test Administrators must review the Guidelines for 
Simplified Test Directions in the Test Administration 
Manual. There are associated test administrator tasks to 
support activities prior to and during test administration.

• Not available for NGSS.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/guidelines-for-simplified-test-directions-in-the-test-administration-manual
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/guidelines-for-simplified-test-directions-in-the-test-administration-manual
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/guidelines-for-simplified-test-directions-in-the-test-administration-manual


Translated Test Directions for Smarter Balanced  
Math and ELA

• PDFs of word-to-word translations of the directions 
and functions encountered when using the online 
test delivery system (TDS). (Available on the portal.)

• Terms are available for Smarter Balanced ELA and 
math only. 

• Download & print prior to test day.
• If available, a certified bilingual test administrator 

may read terms to the student or, if the student is 
literate in the selected language, they may read the 
terms independently.

• Additional test time may be needed. 

• Languages include: Arabic; Burmese; Cantonese; 
Dakota; Filipino (Tagalog & Ilokano); French; 
Haitian-Creole; Hmong; Japanese; Korean; Lakota; 
Mandarin; Portuguese; Punjabi; Russian; Somali; 
Spanish; Ukrainian; Vietnamese; and Yup’ik.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-list/en/translated-test-directions


Native Language Reader of Test Directions for 
Smarter Balanced and NGSS Assessments

• A native language reader of the script from the 
Smarter Balanced or NGSS Test Administration 
Manuals can be provided if certified teacher is 
literate and fluent in the student’s native language 
and is trained in test administration.

• Student must test in a 1:1 setting or in a small group 
of students that speak the same language.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-summative-test-administration-manual-tam
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/ngss-test-administration-manual-tam


Printed Test Directions in English (Student Version) 
from the Test Administration Manuals

• This non-embedded designated/language support provides the 
student with a visual reference in English for test 
directions/script within the SAY boxes in the Summative Test 
Administration Manuals (TAMs) for Smarter Balanced and NGSS 
Assessments. 

• The test administrator must download, print, and distribute the 
printed student version test directions to the student at the 
time of testing. Options include:
o NGSS TAM Printed Test Directions Student Version for One-

Day Testing
o NGSS TAM Printed Test Directions Student Version for Testing 

Two-or-More Days
o Smarter Balanced TAM Printed Test Directions Student 

Version Grades 3-5
o Smarter Balanced TAM Printed Test Directions Student 

Version Grades 6-8

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/test-administration-manual-printed-test-directions-in-english-student-version
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/test-administration-manual-printed-test-directions-in-english-student-version


Bilingual Word-to-Word Glossary for NGSS

Two types of word-to-word glossaries are permitted on the NGSS for 
students that use them regularly during instruction. Refer to the 
Bilingual Dictionaries and Glossaries Authorized for Use by English 
Language Learners for details.

1)  NYS Statewide Language Regional Bilingual Education Resource 
Network: Bilingual Glossaries and Cognates

• Test administrator must download & print paper copies prior to 
testing. 

• Materials are not secure, but they should be safely stored by the 
teacher if testing over multiple days. 

• Student may need additional test time. 

• Digital word-to-word glossaries are not permitted during testing.

• For the purposes of statewide testing, this resource can only be 
used on the NGSS.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/bilingual-dictionaries-and-glossaries-authorized-for-use-by-english-language-learners
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/bilingual-dictionaries-and-glossaries-authorized-for-use-by-english-language-learners
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/resources/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/resources/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates


Bilingual Word-to-Word Glossary for NGSS -
Continued

2) Bilingual Dictionaries and Glossaries Authorized for Use 
by English Learners on the 2021 MCAS Tests

• This resource provides examples of word-to-word 
glossaries allowed on the NGSS.

• Dictionaries are not permitted. 
• Test administrator should locate language appropriate 

glossary prior to testing.
• Materials are not secure, but they should be safely 

stored by the teacher if testing over multiple days. 
• Student may need additional test time. 
• For the purposes of statewide testing, this resource 

can only be used on the NGSS.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/content/contentresources/en/Bilingual-Dictionaries-and-Glossaries-Authorized-for-Use-by-English-Language-Learners.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/content/contentresources/en/Bilingual-Dictionaries-and-Glossaries-Authorized-for-Use-by-English-Language-Learners.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/content/contentresources/en/Bilingual-Dictionaries-and-Glossaries-Authorized-for-Use-by-English-Language-Learners.pdf


Embedded Spanish Presentation for Math and Science 
&

Text-to-Speech Options



Embedded Spanish Presentation for Math and 
Science

• Spanish presentation will allow the literate Spanish-
speaking student to toggle between a full Spanish 
translation of the math and science stimuli and items and 
the English presentation (shown below). 

• All test directions, navigation buttons, and test content 
will be presented to the student in the Spanish language 
(shown to the right).



Embedded Text-to Speech Options for ELA, Math, 
and Science

• Text-to-speech (TTS) in English is available 
for ELA items (not reading passages) and 
math/science stimuli and items by 
selecting the speaker icon.
oVerify that TTS for items is 

documented for ELA in TIDE.
oVerify that TTS of stimuli & items is 

documented for math and science in 
TIDE.

• These supports must be documented in 
TIDE prior to testing. They will not work if 
they are activated after a student begins 
their test.



Text-to-Speech in Spanish for Math and Science

• TTS is available in Spanish for the math and 
science stimuli and items by selecting the 
speaker icon. 
oWork with your technology department to 

download the applicable Spanish voice 
pack to the student's testing device.

oVerify that TTS of stimuli & items is 
documented for math and science in TIDE.

oVerify that Spanish Toggle is documented 
for math and science in TIDE.

• These supports must be documented in TIDE 
prior to testing. They will not work if they are 
activated after a student begins their test.



Non-Embedded Read Aloud Options for ELA, Math, and Science



Non-Embedded Read Aloud Options for ELA, Math, 
and Science - Continued

• A read aloud in English is available for ELA items 
(not reading passages) and math/science stimuli 
and items.

• The reader must review the Smarter Balanced 
Read Aloud Guidelines, and complete the  
Security/Confidentiality Agreement (Appendixes 
B and C).

• A read aloud is available in Spanish for the math 
and science stimuli and items if the school can 
provide a certified teacher who is literate and 
fluent in Spanish and is trained in test 
administration.

• The reader must review the Smarter Balanced 
Mathematics and Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) Assessments: Guidelines for 
Spanish Read Aloud of Stimuli and Items.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-assessments-read-aloud-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/smarter-balanced-assessments-read-aloud-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/sb-mathematics-and-ngss-assessments-guidelines-for-spanish-read-aloud-of-stimuli-and-items


Separate Setting



Overview of Separate Setting

• Students may test in flexible groupings based on need. For example, students 
who are easily distracted, or who may distract others in environments .

• The separate setting may be in a different room that allows students to work 
individually or among a smaller group, or in the same room, but in a specific 
location (for example, away from windows, doors, or pencil sharpeners, in a 
study carrel, with a whisper phone, near the teacher’s desk, or in the front of a 
classroom). 

• Some language supports require students to be assessed individually. These 
students would also require a separate setting. Examples include students 
accessing the Read Aloud designated support or Simplified Test Directions.

• If Separate Setting is documented in an IEP/Section 504 Plan, refer to details in 
the plan that specify the type of setting needed.



Resources for Educators



Resources

Resource URL Description

Best Practices for Determining 
Accommodations for Statewide 
Assessments

https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/sde/student-
assessment/special-populations/ct-
seds_dec12_office-hours-
masterpptx.pdf
Recorded Training: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=NKJrZ-oNquY

Using a strength-based approach 
and through the implementation of 
the principles of universal design, 
this training identifies how 
accessibility features can promote 
access to instruction and 
assessments for all students based 
on their unique learning profiles.

CSDE Assessment Guidelines https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/r
esource-item/en/csde-assessment-
guidelines

This document is intended to 
provide guidance for Connecticut 
school district personnel who must 
make decisions about testing special 
student populations for Connecticut 
Summative Assessments.

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ct-seds_dec12_office-hours-masterpptx.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKJrZ-oNquY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKJrZ-oNquY
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/csde-assessment-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/csde-assessment-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/csde-assessment-guidelines
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/csde-assessment-guidelines


Resources - Continued

Resource URL Description

Accessibility Considerations https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-
item/en/accessibility-considerations

This resource addresses 
accessibility needs for statewide 
assessments, including accessibility 
tools that can be incorporated in 
the instructional setting to promote 
student access and independence 
in the classroom, when completing 
assignments, and for school 
assessments.

CCSSO Questions to Ask When 
Selecting Accessibility Supports

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-
assessment/special-
populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-
supports-implementation-and-followup-
questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a75347094
10c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C
13E5994BDA2984940A3

This resource provides questions 
that can be used by local educator 
teams to guide the initial selection 
of appropriate accessibility 
supports and to revisit the 
usefulness of current supports.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/accessibility-considerations
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/accessibility-considerations
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resource-item/en/accessibility-considerations
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/student-assessment/special-populations/ccsso_educator-team-accessibility-supports-implementation-and-followup-questionnaires_master.pdf?rev=9c69a7534709410c9b40ed411e8090c4&hash=84026AD06AF4C13E5994BDA2984940A3


Contact Information

Abe Krisst
Bureau Chief

Connecticut Education – Performance Office
Direct Line: 860-713-6894 

Mobile Phone: 860-690-0650
Email: Abe.Krisst@ct.gov

Deirdre Ducharme
Education Consultant

Performance Office - Special Populations
Direct Line: 860-713-6859

Email: Deirdre.Ducharme@ct.gov
Katie Seifert

Associate Education Consultant
Performance Office - Special Populations

Direct Line: 860-713-6722
Email: Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov

mailto:Abe.krisst@ct.gov
mailto:deirdre.ducharme@ct.gov
mailto:Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov


Thank you!!!!
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